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 Bruton Town Council 

  

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 24th November 2015 
in the Bruton Community Hall 

 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Brownlow, Carey-Downes, Crawford, Hall, Hood, Hughes, 

Hunt, Marsh, Pawsey and Pickering 
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
 
 
15/119 Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th October 2015 

Item 15/110.  The Communications Committee should consist of Councillor Pawsey 
instead of Councillor Hughes.  The amendment was made.  It was then proposed and 
seconded that the amended minutes of the meeting held on 27th October 2015 be 
adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0  
 
15/120 Co-option of Councillor 

There were four candidates.  A written ballot was undertaken.  After voting by Councillors 
it was proposed and seconded that John Philips be co-opted as a councillor to fill the 
current vacancy and was duly elected. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0  
 

Councillor Philips signed the acceptance of office and then took his seat. 
  
 

15/121 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Pickering declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 7c, the grant 
application for Bruton Festival of Arts.   
Councillor Anderton declared a personal and pecuniary interest in item 7c, the grant 
application for Bruton Scouts, as his wife is treasurer, and a personal interest in the grant 
application for The Dove. 
 

15/122 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Baker. 

 
15/123 Public Question Time 

Mr. Steve Turner reported on Speedwatch, stating that 10 volunteers were to attend 
training on 25th November.  It was reported that many of the speed signs are covered by 
vegetation and a question was asked about the timescale for the proposed 20mph speed 
limit in town. 
 

15/124 Action Points from Previous Meeting 
The Clerk reported on the action points from the previous meeting.  Councillor Hall had 
recently met with the stone mason to inspect the wall at Jubilee Park.  A decision on the 
wall will be deferred until after a meeting to discuss extending the lease on Jubilee Park.  
This item will be discussed again at the next full Council meeting in January.  All other 
items are on the agenda. 
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15/125 Reports from Committees 
a) Planning Committee Meeting 11th November 2015 

It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-1 
 

b) Services and Amenities Committee Meeting 10th November 2015 
Councillor Pawsey reported on the meeting held on 10th November 2015 and in 
particular the following was reported: 

 Committee has approved a request for a rubbish bin at the cemetery. 

 Councillor Pickering is awaiting a revised quotation for the repair of the 
cantilever swing before further action is taken. 
 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Services and Amenities   
Committee be adopted. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-1 
   
      
At this point Councillors Anderton and Pickering withdrew from the meeting. 
 

c) Finance & General Services Committee Meeting 17th November 2015 
Councillor Hall reported on the meeting held on 17th November 2015.  The list of 
grants at annex 1 for 2016/2017 was considered.  It was proposed and seconded 
that the following grants are awarded and in the case of grants under Section 137 of 
the Local Government Act 2007 it was agreed that these are, in the opinion of 
Council, in the interest of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them 
commensurate with the expenditure: 

   
Jubilee Park Pavilion & Youth Club Trust  £ 1,500 
Bruton Museum      £ 1,300 
Bruton Community Partnership    £ 2,000 
Bruton Festival of Arts     £ 3,000 
The Dove       £    950 
Bruton Scouts     £    500 * subject to  
         clarification of  
         reserves 
Bruton Chamber of Commerce    £ 3,000 
 
Section 137 Grants 
Bruton Trust     £ 1,000 
Friends of Bruton Railway Station   £      75 
Bruton Mini-Day Care Centre    £    200 
 
Total     £13,525 
 

Resolution Adopted 9-0-1 
 

It was proposed and seconded that all other recommendations of the Finance & 
General Services Committee be adopted. 

 
Resolution Adopted 9-0-1 

 
At this point Councillors Anderton and Pickering returned to the meeting. 
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d) Transport Committee 
Councillor Brownlow reported the following: 

 Data from the SID has been accumulated, passed to the police and put on the 
website. 

 No feedback has yet been received from the consultant regarding proposed 
highways work outside Kings School. 

 A resident has been in contact regarding vehicles in St. Catherine’s Hill.  The 
original idea to erect bollards had been dismissed but Committee are now 
looking at this proposal again with a residents meeting to take place on 26th 
November. 

 Shute Lane has been highlighted as potentially dangerous for pedestrians 
and a resident has offered funding to improve conditions. 

 
e) Communications Committee 

The first meeting of the Communications Committee is to take place on Tuesday 
1st December 2015.  Councillor Anderton then spoke about e-mail and data 
sharing amongst Councillors, expressing his concern that this item had not 
appeared as a separate agenda item.  A document had been previously 
distributed to Councillors outlining the options and it was agreed that the 
Communications Committee will bring forward its ideas to the Finance & General 
Purposes Committee Meeting in January for possible inclusion in the 2016/2017 
precept.  A report will be given at the next full Council meeting in January 2016. 
 

f) HR Committee 
It was proposed and seconded that a Human Resources Committee be set up as 
a sub-committee of the Finance & General Services Committee.   

Resolution Adopted 12-0-0 
 

One item that the HR committee will need to deal with as a matter of urgency is 
the setting up of a Pension scheme for employees.  Councillor Hood is to Chair 
the HR Sub-committee and the first meeting will take place on Friday 18th 
December 2015.  The formation of an Appeals Committee will be considered at 
the next full Council meeting in January 2016. 

 
15/126 Telephone Boxes 

Councillor Pawsey reported that the paint has been received from BT.  Another 10 
volunteers have come forward to help maintain the boxes. 

  
 
15/127 Administration 

It was proposed and seconded that as there is no meeting scheduled for December 2015 
that under Financial Regulations 6d the Council authorises the payment of accounts 
certified by the Clerk which are received in December, subject to a report to the January 
2016 meeting of the Council.  It was further proposed and seconded that urgent matters 
requiring action may be determined by the Clerk in consultation with Councillors Hall, 
Pickering and Marsh subject to a report to Council in January 2016. 

 
Resolution Adopted 12-0-0 

 
 

15/128 Town Work Plan – review and exceptions reports 
The Chairman presented the work plan.  In particular the following was reported: 

 Councillor Marsh is to attend a meeting on 2nd December with the Blackford 
Committee of the Friends of Sexeys Hospital to discuss extending the lease at 
Jubilee Park. 

 Councillor Marsh is hoping to meet with James Divall to discuss the processes 
involved for the Jubilee Park Development Programme. 
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15/129 Reports: 
Town Councillors – Councillor Pickering reported on a very positive meeting held with 
the Head of King’s School to discuss next year’s Packhorse Fayre.  150 more parking 
spaces are to be provided. 
Councillor Hood reported that he had been asked to meet with a member from BASii. 
Councillor Pawsey reminded Councillors of the date of the Christmas meal. 
Councillor Carey-Downes reported a conversation with a resident who is concerned 
with the amount of traffic in St. Catherines Hill. 
Councillor Brownlow thanked Steve Turner for the work he has done to get the 
Speedwatch scheme up and running. 
Councillor Crawford spoke of the possible trip hazards caused by the placing of notice 
boards on the pavements outside businesses.  Councillor Hall will seek guidance on 
planning rules from SSDC. 
Councillor Philips thanked everyone for his co-option to the Council. 
County Councillor and District Councillor Groskop – Councillor Groskop reported on 
a bad week for the County with the announcement that there will be no further spending 
allowed until April 2016.  Libraries are again under review and the Bruton library will now 
be closing at 5pm instead of its usual 5.30pm and 6pm finishes.  It was reported that the 
library had 371 users over a one year period.  The pavement to the Station is not in good 
repair.  Construction traffic for the New House Farm development will now access the 
site directly from the main road.  Thanks were given to Terry Wiltorn for producing an 
emergency plan for the winter months. 
Chairman – The Chairman reported that he is to attend a council meeting at Martock 
tomorrow. 
 
 

15/130 Items for next agenda 
Precept.  Jubilee Park Wall.  Formation of Appeals Committee.  Councillor e-mail 
sharing.  Library.  HR Committee.  Youth Council.  Councillors are asked to forward 
items for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 11th January 2016. 

 
 
15/131 Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 

K F McCarthy 
HMRC 

Salary – Nov 2015 
Tax/NI – Nov 2015  

£1130.24 
£237.24 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

Vodaphone 
Glasdon UK Ltd. 
Sherborne Window Cleaning 
Three Counties Tree Services 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 
Three Counties Tree Services 
BT 
Bellitudo 
Wessex Water 
Post Office Counters Ltd. 
Councillor Kevin Hughes 
Friends of Bruton Railway 
Royal British Legion 

Phone bill to 31/10/15 
Memorial Seat 
Clean office windows 
Grounds maintenance Nov 2015 
Printer toners & hand towels for loo 
Replant troughs and pots in town 
Internet Services 
Water bill contribution re loo 
Cemetery water bill 
100 x 1st class  100 x 2nd class 
Mileage to collect emergency salt 
Hall rental – public meeting 
TC wreath-Remembrance parade 

£19.70 
£611.20 
£19.80 

£1225.80 
£287.24 
£313.49 
£52.20 
£59.35 
£75.91 

£117.00 
£26.10 
£18.00 
£17.50 

 
 Resolution Adopted 12-0-0 
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15/132 Correspondence 
1. Kenneth Thom   Report on SW Trains Event 
2. Bruton Community Partnership Celebrating Bruton evening 
3. Mr. & Mrs. Davison   Mill Lane road sign  
4. SSDC     SSDC Annual Meeting 2016 
5. War Memorials Trust   Magazine – November 2015 
6. SLCC     The Clerk Magazine – November 2015 
7. Trevor Coldman   Winibus Representative at Meetings 
8. Terry Wiltorn    Adverse weather contingency plan/contacts 
9. BCP     Minutes of meeting 12th November 2015 
10. Tim Russell    Wincanton Nth Neighbourhood Stats-Oct15 
11. CCS     Community Infrastructure Levy 
12. Friends of Bruton Railway  Update re event to mark London train 

 
 
15/133 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the Public 

It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolution Adopted 12-0-0 
 

15/134 Tree Works 
Three quotations for work to the apple tree in Riverside Walk had been requested, with 
two quotations received.  It was proposed and seconded that the quotation from Noel 
Radford be accepted. 

Resolution Adopted 12-0-0 
   
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 

 

Action Points  
1. Purchase bin for cemetery – Clerk 

2. Chase cantilever swing quote – LP 

3. Meeting with Blackford Committee – JM 

4. Meeting with James Divall – JM 

5. Contact planning re guidance on street boards – SH 

6. Reply to tree quotations - Clerk 

  


