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 Bruton Town Council 

  

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 19th January 2016 

in the Bruton Community Hall 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Baker, Brownlow, Carey-Downes, Crawford, Hall, Hood, 

Marsh, Phillips and Pickering 
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: County & District Councillor Groskop 
 The Clerk 
 
A welcome was given to 3 representatives from Martock Town Council. 
 
15/135 Minutes of the Meeting held on 24th November 2015 

Item 15/128.  It should read “Councillor Marsh is to report on a meeting on 2nd 
December”.  The amendment was made.  It was then proposed and seconded that the 
amended minutes of the meeting held on 24th November 2015 be adopted as a true and 
accurate record. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0  
 

15/136 Declarations of Interests 
Councillors Baker and Pickering declared a personal interest in item 23, the Spiral of 
Light event. 
Councillor Anderton declared a personal and pecuniary interest in a grant application for 
Bruton Scouts, to be taken in item 6c, as his wife is treasurer. 
Councillor Brownlow declared a personal interest in transport items concerning 
Quaperlake Street as he is a resident. 
 

15/137 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Hughes, Hunt and Pawsey. 

 
15/138 Public Question Time 

Mr. Steve Turner gave feedback on recent SID statistics.   Data from two separate 
sessions has shown no significant improvements and it is felt that there is a need to look 
at other initiatives.  Speedwatch training took place on Sunday 17th January 2016 with 7 
volunteers now fully trained and ready to go.  It is hoped that, once the Speedwatch 
project is up and running, a Lorrywatch scheme could be incorporated at the same time.  
Mr. Turner then asked about the proposed 20mph scheme in the town which is due to 
happen in mid-February.  This item will be put on the next agenda. 
 

15/139 Action Points from Previous Meeting 
The Clerk reported on the action points from the previous meeting.  A wheely-bin for the 
cemetery has been requested from SSDC.  Replies have been sent to all who provided 
tree quotations and the work is expected to be completed soon.  Councillor Pickering is 
still awaiting a reply about the cantilever swing and Councillor Hall is still investigating 
the policy on street boards.  All other items are on the agenda. 
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15/140 Reports from Committees 
a) Planning Committee Meeting 15th December 2015 

It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

b) Planning Committee Meeting 6th January 2016 
Councillor Hall reported that since this meeting, a neighbour had complained that a 
proposed new gate in one of the applications could interfere with the neighbour’s 
access.  Councillor Hall will investigate.   
It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

At this point it was agreed to discuss two letters received under “Correspondence” for financial 
support and a response from Bruton Scouts. 
      
Councillor Anderton withdrew from the meeting. 
 

c) Finance & General Services Committee Meeting 5th January 2016 
Two new grant requests from Bruton Community Kids and the Bruton and District 
Flower Club were considered. 
 
The first application, from Bruton Community Kids, was for help with repairing the 
Community Hall roof.  This building belongs to the District Council and it was 
proposed and seconded that this request be refused. 

Resolution Adopted 9-0-0 
 

The second application, from The Bruton and District Flower Club, was a request for 
sponsorship.  It was proposed and seconded that this request be refused. 

Resolution Adopted 9-0-0 
 
Further information received from the Bruton Scouts in support of their original grant 
application was considered but it was still felt the information was incomplete.  The 
Clerk will contact the Scouts for further clarification and a decision was deferred until 
next time. 

 
At this point Councillor Anderton returned to the meeting. 
 

Councillor Hall reported on the Finance and General Services Committee meeting     
held  on 5th January 2016. 

  
  i) Pension Scheme 

Councillor Hood reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council 
adopt the recommendation of the F & GP Committee to set up an 
employee pension scheme with the Pensions Trust. 

   Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
  ii) Accountancy Software 

It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendation of 
the F & GP Committee to purchase the Alpha Financial Software Package 
from Rialtas Business Solutions (RBS). 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

  iii) Precept 
It was proposed and seconded to set the precept for 2016/2017 at 
£65,178.  This represents a Band D increase of 13.54% on last year and 
will mean a Band D equivalent of £71.37, an increase of £8.51. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
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d) HR Committee 
i) Terms of Reference 

Councillor Hood reported.  It was agreed that the current “Appointments 
Committee” should be amalgamated with the HR Committee.  After consideration 
and amendment it was proposed and seconded that the Terms of Reference be 
adopted. 

 Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
ii) Grievance and Appeals Committee 

Councillor Hood reported that there is a need to reform the Grievance and 
Appeals Committee into two separate committees, with different Councillors 
sitting on each Committee. 
It was proposed and seconded that the current Grievance and Appeals 
Committee be separated into two separate Committees. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
iii) Membership of Committees 
 The following was agreed: 
 HR Committee 

Chairman - James Hood, Mike Brownlow, Julie Carey-Downes, Jocelyn 
Crawford, Rebecca Hunt, Katie Pawsey, Lisa Pickering 

  
 Grievance Committee 
 Chairman – Steve Hall, Stuart Anderton, Kevin Hughes 
 
 Appeal Panel 

Chairman – John Marsh, Abi Baker, John Phillips, 
  
  

e) Transport Committee Meeting 1st December 2015 
Councillor Brownlow reported the following: 

 A resident had been in contact concerning possible pedestrian access in 
Shute Lane. 

 The overgrown bushes in Shute Lane will be trimmed, and road markings 
put in place, while the road is currently closed. 

 A residents meeting about vehicle access in St. Catherine’s Hill took place 
on 27th November 2015.  21 residents attended to speak to 
representatives from the Town Council and Highways.   

 Four e-mail responses have been received to the proposals in St. 
Catherine’s Hill. 

 A request for the old gulley to be reinstated has been considered with 
Highways stating a minimum cost of £3,000.  Questions were raised 
about this figure and it was felt that the Town Council should not be 
paying for something that is not its responsibility. 

 Councillor Pickering produced a poster showing a lorry stuck in St. 
Catherines Hill and this was approved by Council.  However, a thought 
that the reinstatement of the gulley would dissuade lorry drivers from 
using this road was somewhat negated as the photograph used in the 
poster clearly shows the gulley in place. 

 Councillor Marsh questioned priorities for Highways works. 

 The public consultation for Cole Road will now not take place until 
February 2016 with works expected to start in March 2016. 

 The annual Traffic Regulation Orders did not take place in November as 
hoped. 

 Fin McNab has completed the design analysis for Silver Street/Plox and a 
draft report is expected soon.  Costings are expected to range from £20K 
to £50K. 
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 The Community Speedwatch (CSW) has now seven trained volunteers 
which should allow for 2 sessions a week.  Thanks were given to Steve 
Turner for all his hard work to get this scheme up and running. 

 It has been noticed that many of the 30mph signs are overgrown with 
shrubbery and Highways do have a rapid response team to clear signs. 

 Councillor Anderton has put together a response to the proposed cuts in 
the bus services and a resident and bus user has produced a petition 
against the cuts which has been signed by all the local bus users. 

 Complaints about Dropping Lane reported in the local papers have not 
been received by the Town Council. 

 Councillor Brownlow met with a resident on 12th January 2016 to talk 
about traffic issues in Quaperlake Street.  It is hoped to organise a public 
meeting to gage opinion of local residents in this area.  

 Nick Scott from the Friends of Bruton Railway has been lobbying Network 
Rail regarding an increase in the service between Bruton and London.  
The gallery has reported that it has received nearly 200,000 visitors since 
its opening 18 months ago.  It was reported that there has been recent 
incidents where trains intended for Bruton have not stopped with 
passengers having to change at other stations. 

 Concerns were expressed over lorries using Coombe Street, bound for 
the New House Farm development, but it appears the lorries are now 
taking alternative routes. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the minutes of the Transport 
Committee Meeting held on 1st December 2015. 

          
 Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 

 
f) Communications Committee Meeting 1st December 2015 

It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the minutes of the 
Communications Committee Meeting held on 1st December 2015. 
       Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 

 
i) Terms of Reference 

It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the Terms of 
Reference.   

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

ii) Changes to Website 
It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the proposed changes 
to the website as per the Communications Committee Meeting Minutes 
dated 1st December 2015. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

15/141 New E-mail and Internal Communications System 
Councillor Anderton reported.  Documents had previously been distributed highlighting 
the need to separate official Council e-mails from Councillor’s private mail.  Councillor 
Marsh called for a review of how Councillors deal with their e-mails in order to make full 
use of the new system. 
After discussion it was proposed and seconded that the new e-mail system be adopted. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
  
 
15/142 Youth Club 

It was reported that an e-mail received from Tim Cook indicated that the Youth Club has 
closed, with the last session in December.  Tim can no longer continue to run the Club 
and a successor has not been found.  There is some funding available from SCC.  
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Councillor Brownlow stated that there is the possibility of sharing a Youth Worker with 
Castle Cary and Councillors Baker and Pickering will follow this up.  The Clerk was 
instructed to write to Tim Cook explaining the situation and asking that any equipment 
belonging to the Youth Club be kept for the time being until a final decision on the future 
is made. 

 
 

15/143 Asset Transfer of Dovecote Building 
After discussion it was agreed to proceed with investigations for the possible asset 
transfer of the Dovecote Building from SSDC. 

 
 
15/144 Riverside Walk 

It was reported that a further unexpected invoice from SSDC for completion of works at 
Riverside Walk had been received for £4,715.04 plus VAT.  The Clerk was instructed not 
to pay this at present but to ask for the reason behind the invoice and a complete break-
down of the costs. 

 
15/145 Neighbourhood Plan/Town Plan 

There is currently no Neighbourhood or Town Plan in place.  However Councillor Hood 
stated that this situation should now change, with a Town Plan being considered the best 
option for Bruton.  Bruton-The Way Forward drew up a document in 2005 and this was 
followed by a subsequent action plan in 2014.  This however was not subject to Public 
Consultation.  Councillor Hall suggested that the BWF document could be used as a 
basis for a Town Plan and he will speak to James Divall with regard to funding from 
SSDC.  County and District Councillor Groskop requested that a Town Plan be produced 
as a matter of urgency and stated that funding is available. 

 
15/146 Clearing of Tolbury Lane/Providence Place 

Complaints had been received from members of the public about the current condition of 
Tolbury Lane/Providence Place in the region of the ford.  The Clerk reported that a 
Highways Engineer had recently been to clean the area.  It was stated that the Town 
Council had previously agreed to maintain this area and therefore this will be added to 
the Grounds Maintenance Contract.  

 
15/147 Lime Tree at Jubilee Park 

Councillor Hall reported that, of the two lime trees in Jubilee Park, the smaller is 
diseased and therefore a threat to the health of the larger tree.  After discussion it was 
proposed and seconded that the smaller diseased lime tree be removed. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
15/148 Council Stand at the Packhorse Fair 

Councillor Marsh asked that consideration be given to the Town Council having a stand 
at the Packhorse Fair in May.  Councillor Pickering stated that a stand was already 
available for official organisations.  The idea was agreed in principal and Councillors 
were asked to consider their availability, with this item being considered again at the next 
meeting in February. 

 
15/149 First Aid Course 

It was reported that the Clerk’s First Aid in the Workplace certificate had expired.  It was 
proposed and seconded that the Clerk attend another course in Frome on 26th January 
2016. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

15/150 Town Work Plan – review and exceptions reports 
The Chairman presented the work plan.  In particular the following was reported: 

 The Cole Road Traffic Calming works have been put back until March 2016. 

 Work on the 20mph speed limit has been put back until February 2016. 
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 Councillor Pickering has asked for a meeting with James Divall re Riverside 
Walk. 

 The Neighbourhood Plan will now be re-named the Town Plan. 

 Councillor Phillips will take the Council lead on the library. 

 The WW1 Centenary Commemoration Project can now be removed from the 
work plan. 

 
15/151 Reports: 

Town Councillors – Councillor Pickering reported on a message mowed into the 
grass bank at Jubilee Park. 
Councillor Brownlow reported that he had recently attended a MTIG meeting at which 
SSDC complained that not enough schemes were being put forward for consideration. 
Councillor Crawford reported that she had attended earlier that day an Allotments 
Seminar, a report of which will be circulated at a later date.  
Councillor Anderton reported that he can now access the Ordnance Survey website to 
produce maps. 
Councillor Marsh reported that the Blackford sub-committee had met on 2nd December 
2015 to consider the Jubilee Park Development Plan.  Councillor Marsh had been 
advised that the sub-committee were minded to support the plan but that no decision on 
a lease extension would be made at the moment.  Councillor Marsh attended a meeting 
with James Divall on 8th December to discuss the way forward and James Divall has 
committed to producing a template in order for a document to be started. 
County Councillor and District Councillor Groskop – Councillor Groskop reported 
that SSDC has committed to improve the surface water drainage at Cuckoo Hill.  A 
report on the doctor’s surgery feasibility study had been taken to the Area East 
Committee.  Two car accidents had occurred in Dropping Lane.  One was caused by a 
deer in the road and the other by someone exiting the art gallery.  It is considered that 
the sign outside the gallery entrance does restrict the view of the road.  The residents of 
Dropping Lane are determined to have the speed limit reduced.  Councillor Groskop has 
received many enquiries about shop space in the town and would like to request that the 
Town Council consider purchasing an outhouse for selling products on Crown Green.  It 
is also asked that Bruton Community Partnership consider purchasing a vehicle to 
promote a history tour of the town.  Further budget cuts are needed by the County 
Council and the free bus pass scheme is no longer affordable.  Residents are reminded 
of the availability of the CAT bus, details available from the Community Office. 
Chairman – The Chairman reported that the apple tree on Riverside Walk is soon to be 
pruned.  The Chairman recently spoke to Richard Hollingbery about the future of the 
Station Road car park.  Reassurance has been given at this stage that the site will 
remain a car park in one form or another. 
 

15/152 Items for next agenda 
Pensions.  Outhouse for Crown Green.  Tour bus for Bruton.  SID’s Report.  20mph 
Scheme.  Youth Council.  Annual Playground Inspection Service.  Smaller Authorities 
Audit Appointment.  Packhorse Fair Stand.  Councillors are asked to forward items for 
the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 15th February 2016. 

 
15/153 Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 

K F McCarthy 
HMRC 

Salary – Jan 2016 
Tax/NI – Jan 2016 

£1024.73 
£165.96 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

Vodaphone 
SALC 
SALC 
St. John Ambulance 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 
W Caines 
Cat’s Café  
The Bruton Castle 

Phone bill to 31/12/15 
Attend allotment workshop x 1 
Attend planning workshop x 5 
Attend 1st Aid at work - Clerk 
Various stationery 
Hedge trimming at cemetery 
4th quarter toilet lease 
4th quarter toilet lease 

£18.13 
£30.00 

£375.00 
£150.00 
£49.76 
£90.00 

£166.25 
£166.25 
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11 
12 
13 
 
14 
15 

At the Chapel 
K F McCarthy 
West End Garage 
 
Councillor Jocelyn Crawford 
Phil Simpson 

4th quarter toilet lease 
Expenses – diaries for office 
Reimburse Community Payback 
Scheme for clearing of JP Wall 
Mileage - allotments workshop 
Update town website 

£166.25 
£8.00 

£60.00 
£26.10 
£13.50 

£350.00 
 Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

15/154 Correspondence 
1. NALC     LCR Magazine – Winter 2015 
2. Clerks and Councils Direct  Magazine – January 2016 
3. SSDC     Tourism Literature Exchange  
4. SLCC     The Clerk Magazine – January 2016 
5. Nick Scott    Campaign for better Waterloo Service 
6. SSDC     Annual Playground Inspection Service 
7. SALC     Small Authorities Audit Appointment 
8. Steve Turner    Traffic Monitoring Sites Summary – Jan 16 
9. Community Kids Pre-School  Request for financial support   
10. Bruton Flower Club   Request for financial support 
11. JPP & Youth Club Trust  Minutes of meeting 23rd September 2015 

 
15/155 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the Public 

It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

15/156 Eastfield Play Area 
It had previously been agreed that the Eastfield site would be sold once the Cuckoo Hill 
play area was constructed.  A valuation had previously been obtained.  As the land at 
Cuckoo Hill has now finally been transferred it was agreed to go ahead with proceedings 
and a letter will be sent to residents in the immediate area outlining future plans.  An 
updated valuation will then be arranged. 

 
15/157 Spiral of Light 

Councillor Pickering confirmed that insurance is covered by the Bruton Festival of Arts.  
It was therefore proposed and seconded that the request to use Jubilee Park for the 
Spiral of Light Celebration on Saturday 6th February 2016 be approved. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 

 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 

 

Action Points  
1. Write re grant applications – Clerk 

2. Action Pension – JH 

3. Accountancy software to be purchased - Clerk 

4. Send precept request to SSDC – Clerk 

5. Youth Club discussions – LP/AB 

6. Write to Tim Cook re Youth Club equipment – Clerk 

7. Query Riverside Walk invoice – Clerk 

8. Possible asset transfer from SSDC – Clerk/SH 

9. Contact James Divall re funding for town plan – SH 

10. Add Tolbury Lane area to Grounds Maintenance Contract - Clerk 

11. Removal of lime tree - SH 

12. Consider availability and uses for Packhorse stand – All Councillors 

13. Letter to Easthill Residents – Clerk/SH 

14. Write to Spiral of Light organisers – Clerk  


