
 

 
 
 

  Bruton Town Council 

  

Minutes of the Services and Amenities Committee Meeting  
held on Tuesday 10th November 2015  

in the Bruton Community Office at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hughes, Marsh, Pawsey and Pickering 

In the Chair: Councillor Pawsey 

In attendance: The Clerk 

  

 

 

1. Declarations of Interests 

There were no declarations of interests. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies. 

 

3. Durslade Allotment Group 

Councillor Crawford reported.  A request to exterminate pests in the Community Garden by 

shotgun was refused.  Notice has been given to tenants of uncultivated raised beds.  Complaints 

have been made about dogs on the site and owners have been reminded to keep all dogs under 

control.  The shed padlocks have been replaced. 

 

4. Cuckoo Hill Play Area 

Councillor Pawsey reported that no further progress had been made at this time.  A small working 

party consisting of Councillors Baker, Hughes, Pawsey and Pickering will be set up, with a first 

meeting date to be agreed.  A public consultation will be organised, at which Rob Parr of SSDC 

will be invited to attend. 

 

Councillor Brownlow stated that allocating S106 money from the Landhouse development will 

result in delay to the construction of the play area.  It is therefore recommended that the play area 

be designed so that improvements could be added later.  It was confirmed that the open spaces, 

including the footpaths, at Cuckoo Hill have been adopted by SSDC.  The roads and pavements, 

however, have not yet been adopted by Highways.   

  

5. Jubilee Park Development Programme 

Councillor Marsh updated the Committee on the report he is preparing. 

i) Extension of Jubilee Park Lease 

A meeting was held on 6th November with Rebecca Kimber-Danger, who is the agent 

acting for the Friends of Sexeys Hospital.  The Blackford sub-committee deals with 

Jubilee Park.  The current lease only has another 16 years to run and in order to obtain 

funding for future projects at the site, it will be necessary to extend the lease, possibly for 

another 99 years.  Rebecca Kimber-Danger will report back to the sub-committee at its 

meeting on 2nd December.  The sub-committee will then present its findings to the full 

Visitors Meeting in mid-January 2016.  All Stakeholders will be informed, including the 

local MP.  A request was made by Councillor Brownlow to make the report more “reader 

friendly” as he felt some of the wording used was not easy to understand.  It was 

understood however that reports do need to be structured in a certain way to ensure 

funding success. 

 

 

 



 

ii) Repair of Cantilever Swing 

Councillor Pickering reported.  The original manufacturer had requested £500 just to 

come and look at the swing.  After negotiation, the manufacturer agreed to provide a 

quotation based on photographs.  More modern methods are now used and so the 

replacement would not be exactly the same as the original.   

 

A second quotation was also obtained, although again the company had not been to see 

the equipment on site. Councillor Pickering, however, would like to pursue a more 

accurate quotation from this company, and this was agreed. 

 

This item will be considered again next time. 

  

6. Youth Club 

Councillor Pawsey recently spoke with Tim Cook, who is intending to step-down from the 

organisation of the Youth Club in December.  Currently there is no immediate replacement and a 

strategy is needed to recruit more volunteers.  Councillor Pawsey has spoken to Judy Morrison 

from Castle Cary about their Youth provision and came away with some ideas, including the 

possibility of employing someone full-time and the possible pooling of resources with other 

parishes.  There are currently approximately 14 members who use the Youth Club and a parent 

volunteer would be needed in addition to a permanent worker.  Councillor Pawsey will investigate 

further and this item will be considered again next time. 

 

7. Phone Box 

It was reported that BT has supplied the paint for the telephone boxes and that they have been re-

glassed.  There was nothing further to report this time. 

 

8. Churchyard 

An e-mail had been received from Father Justin Bailey concerning damage caused by moles in the 

Churchyard.  The Clerk will ask the grounds maintenance contractor for advice and will also 

suggest to Father Justin that he contact the groundsman at King’s School. 

 

9. Cemetery 

A request for a rubbish bin at the Cemetery was received.  It was proposed and seconded that a 

wheelie bin be obtained if the cemetery is included on the refuse collection round.  If not, a litter 

bin will be purchased. 

Resolution Adopted 7-0-0 

10. Future Projects and Funding 

Councillor Pickering spoke of the need to update the information boards in the town.  Committee 

wish to recommend to the Finance and General Purposes Committee that £2,000 be allocated for 

updating the boards for inclusion in the 2016/2017 precept. 

 

This project may well be suitable for the Bruton Community Partnership to undertake and 

Councillor Brownlow will make enquiries. 

 

 

 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 


