
 

 
 
 

  Bruton Town Council 

  

Minutes of the Services and Amenities Committee Meeting  
held on Tuesday 18th April 2016  

in the Bruton Community Office at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Crawford, Hughes and Marsh  

In the Chair: Councillor Hughes 

In attendance: The Clerk 

 

 

1. Declarations of Interests 

Councillor Crawford declared a personal interest in item 3 as an allotment holder.  Councillor 

Marsh declared an interest in item 3 as his wife is an allotment holder. 

 

2. Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies. 

 

3. Allotments 

i) Durslade Allotment Group 

Councillor Crawford reported.  Notices asking that dogs be kept on a lead are to be made 

for the 3 entrance gates to the Community Garden.  There still appears to be a problem 

with property going astray.  The footpath through the Abbey Fields is now very muddy 

although this is probably a temporary problem due to works undertaken by the Bruton 

Trust.  Two allotments and five raised beds are currently vacant.  However the capacity 

for allotments and raised beds, given the short waiting lists, appears to be correct at the 

moment. 

ii) Renewal of Allotments 

The Clerk reported that most of the renewals for Cuckoo Hill and Durslade have been 

received and any allotments that have not been renewed have, or will be, reallocated from 

the waiting lists. 

 

4. Cuckoo Hill Play Area 

Councillor Hughes reported that Rob Parr from SSDC is now back at work and a visit to the site 

will be organised.  It is hoped that Rob will be able to produce an outline sketch of the new play 

area for viewing at the Packhorse Fair. 

 

5. Jubilee Park  

i) Jubilee Park Development Programme 

Councillor Marsh reported.  Disappointment was expressed that James Divall has been 

unable to deliver a Feasibility and Needs Study as promised due to work load and other 

commitments, particularly as this document will need to be produced due to the current 

lack of a Town Plan. 

 

On a positive note, the Visitors have requested to meet on 6th May having seen 

Councillor Marsh’s mandate.  The Visitors are apparently interested but wish to see a 

proposal before wider consultation takes place.  It has been emphasised to the Visitors 

that plans are still at the illustrative stage.  Councillor Marsh intends at the meeting to ask 

the Visitors for any proposals that they will not agree to.  Councillor Marsh also intends 

to go through the governance structure with BCP as a key stakeholder, particularly as to 

who will be the user group co-ordinator. 

 

  



 

 

 

6. Youth Club 

The lead Councillors were not present at this time.  However Councillor Marsh stated that a 

parent volunteer would be needed as any Youth Worker provided could not work alone.  It was 

suggested that the young people in the town be consulted through various media as it was felt at 

the present time that there appears to be a lack of interest in the reintroduction of a Youth Club.  

Committee would therefore like to recommend to Full Council that consultation take place in the 

form of Facebook and an article in the Dove and, in the absence of demand or interest, the 

equipment currently in storage be given to Castle Cary or Wincanton Youth Clubs. 

Recommend approval 3-0-0 

 

7. Station Road Car Park 

The Clerk had requested three quotations, although only two had been received.  After 

consideration it was proposed and seconded that Committee recommend to full Council that the 

quotation from Greg Mainstone be accepted.   

Recommend approval 3-0-0 

 

The quotation accepted was considered the best value for money because of the technical 

superiority of the bid. 

 

8. Man on Bench Sculpture 

Councillor Hughes reported that he had attended a meeting with Elisabeth Balfour and Pat and 

Sophie Blanpain-Forder who are happy to assist with fund raising. Legislation prevents Town 

Councils from purchasing artwork, however the Clerk will investigate other solutions.  It was 

stated that the artist is willing to wait another year on the original deadline while the fund raising 

takes place. 

Councillor Hughes is hoping to use the Packhorse Fair for the official launch of the fund raising 

and it is also intended that various grant funding organisations will be approached.   

Councillor Crawford questioned whether we should consult with the town first, but Councillor 

Marsh felt that we already have enough evidence that the sculpture is wanted.  Councillor Hughes 

stated that everyone who had approached him had been positive. 

Future ownership and responsibility of the sculpture will need to be finalised. 

 

 

 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 


