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 Bruton Town Council 

  

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 28th June 2016 

in the Bruton Community Hall 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Brownlow, Carey-Downes, Hall, Hood, Hughes, Jones, 

Marsh and Phillips 
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk, Castle Cary Town Councillor Judi Morison 
 
 
16/039 Minutes of the Meeting held on 31st May 2016 

Item 16/027 was amended to include “Council agreed to investigate further.  Councillor 
James Hood volunteered”.  It was then proposed and seconded that the amended 
minutes of the meeting held on 31st May 2016 be adopted as a true and accurate 
record. 

Resolution Adopted 9-0-0  
 
16/040 Co-option of New Councillor 

It was proposed and seconded that Alex Rubbo be co-opted as a councillor to fill the 
current vacancy and was duly elected.  Alex Rubbo signed the acceptance of office and 
took his seat. 

Resolution Adopted 9-0-0 
16/041 Declarations of Interests 

There were no declarations of interests. 
 

16/042 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Baker, Crawford, Pickering and County/District 
Councillor Groskop.   
 

16/043 Youth Provision Presentation by Castle Cary Town Councillor Judi Morison 
Castle Cary Town Councillor Judi Morison was welcomed to the meeting.  Judi had been 
invited by Councillor Brownlow to speak to Council about a youth provision model used 
in Castle Cary which could possibly be replicated in Bruton.  In 2011, in collaboration 
with the Links Project, an outreach project was funded which was delivered in a bus 
situated in the car park.  When this funding avenue was closed, a similar project to one 
used in Martock was undertaken with funding provided by Ansford Academy, Castle 
Cary Town Council, Ansford Parish Council, support from the churches and from various 
other grants.  This resulted in £15K available to fund a Youth Worker for 15 hours.  
However a single youth worker proved not to be sufficient and tendering through the 
Somerset Rural Youth Project was not successful as the workers were not local to the 
town.  At this point it was decided to suspend the Youth Club as numbers declined.  
However since January of this year Castle Cary has been working with “Inspired to 
Achieve”, a part of Yarlington Homes and this has worked well.  There are now more 
than 20 young people attending with a trained assistant and a team of volunteers.  There 
is a once a year outreach activity which takes place in North Cadbury.  With the help of 
other grants there is now £11K available each year to run the Youth Club and holiday 
activities.  There is still money available from SCC and a three year development plan is 
in place.  It was stated that Bruton would be very welcome to share with the summer 
activities.  
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The logistics of obtaining workers and volunteers was discussed with Councillor Morison 
stating that it was essential that anyone employed be local. 
 
Council agreed that young people will be surveyed as part of the Town Plan in order to 
ascertain whether or not there is a need for a Youth Club in Bruton.  Councillor Hughes 
will liaise in the future with Councillor Morison. 
 
Councillor Morison was thanked for her attendance and left the meeting. 

  
 

16/044 Public Question Time 
Annette Pitman spoke of her concerns over the number of coaches being driven down 
Park Road in the last couple of weeks and urged Council to arrange for signage stating 
that the road is unsuitable for large vehicles. 
Mrs. Pitman also asked questions about the new play area at Cuckoo Hill, expressing 
concerns about the sand surface with regards to possible animal fouling.  Also the 
question was asked over possible closure of the play area at night.  

 
 
16/045 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported on the action points from the previous meeting.  The BWF 
documentation has still to be disposed of.  The ivy will be removed from the tree in 
wintertime.  The Clerk has yet to invoice the allotment holder as no address is currently 
available.  The hanging baskets have been arranged.  All other items are on the agenda. 

 
 
16/046 Reports from County and District Councillor 
 There was no report this time. 
 
16/047 Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee 
i) Planning Committee Meeting 1st June 2016 

It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 9-0-1 
 

       ii) Planning Committee Meeting 15th June 2016 
It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 9-0-1 
 

 
b) Services and Amenities Committee 

i) Cuckoo Hill Play Area 
Councillor Hughes reported.  A consultation was held earlier in the day and 24 
people attended with good feedback being received.  The comments received will 
be reviewed and reported back.  200 letters have been sent out to residents 
around the Cuckoo Hill area and it is hoped that finalised plans will be available 
for the next meeting in July.  It is anticipated that the work will be put out for 
tender in October, with the work to be completed by January/February 2017. 

 
ii) Footpath leading from Darkey Lane 

Councillor Brownlow reported.  Eve Wynn, the SCC footpaths officer, has been 
involved and will be contacting the landowner.  It was agreed not to proceed until 
Eve had had the chance to talk to the landowners and report back although 
Council did discuss other processes which could be followed should negotiations 
prove fruitless. 
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c)  Transport Committee Meeting 7th June 2016  
Councillor Brownlow reported on the results of the “design a road sign” 
competition with the four winning entries being presented.  Colin Fletcher has 
stated that the designs do not contravene any Highways regulations.  Using the 
winning designs, a total of 12 signs will be put in 6 different locations. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the signs be sent to Colin Fletcher to be re-
produced. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0   
i) SID’s Report 

Councillor Brownlow reported.  The latest SID’s report had been previously 
distributed.  The area of Cole Road does now feel calmer although the number of 
drivers shown to be speeding has disappointingly increased after an initial fall. 

    
 

d)  Communications Committee Meeting 7th June 2016 
Councillor Anderton reported that he had spoken to Elisabeth Balfour about the town 
website and this will be discussed in more detail at the next Communications 
Committee Meeting.   
i) Town Brand Designs 

The new town brand design was discussed.  Lucy and Robert Carter will provide 
templates and businesses in the town will be encouraged to use the logo if they 
so wish.  It was proposed and seconded that the branding be adopted for the 
Bruton Council website, letterhead and correspondence.   

Resolution Adopted 9-0-1 
  
       
 
16/048 Finance 
 i) Suspension of Standing Orders 

It was proposed and seconded that Council suspend standing orders to revoke 
resolution minute no. 16/023 ii) in order to allow further consideration on the 
issue. 

Resolution Adopted 8-1-1 
 

 ii) Summer Playdays Funding Request 
Council considered the funding request from Stuart Talbott of SSDC towards the 
Summer Playdays at Jubilee Park.  Although the funding request did not comply 
with current procedures, it was felt that Council should help the event.  It was 
therefore proposed and seconded that £500 be awarded  

Resolution Adopted 7-2-1 
 

Both Councillors Anderton and Marsh stated that any future request should be 
included in the budget, but not as a grant request. 
 

 iii) Bank Mandate 
The Clerk reported that problems are still being experienced with the processing 
of a mandate with HSBC.  A further cheque has been returned with the bank 
stating that one of the signatures was unrecognisable to the signature on the 
mandate.  A formal complaint has been raised and an explanation is awaited. 

 
 iv) Electricity Meter Issue 

The Clerk reported that the office electricity meter has now been reinstated on 
the national database and correct, up-to-date invoices are now expected. 
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16/049 Land to the North of Townsend Drive 

An e-mail from Charlie Field, the SCC Estates Manager, confirmed that SCC is minded 
to enter into a long lease with the Town Council on parts of the field not considered 
suitable for development.  After discussion it was confirmed that the Town Council do 
wish to go along with the idea of a lease.  The Clerk will reply to SCC to this effect. 

 
16/050 Town Plan 

Councillor Hood reported on the Town Plan documentation which had been previously 
distributed.  Councillor Hood has started to compile questions for a survey to be 
undertaken in October.  It was confirmed that the questions will be sent to Councillors for 
their observations before the survey goes live. 
 

16/051 Asset Transfer of Dovecote Building and SSDC Land in Bruton 
Councillor Hall reported.  A survey of the Dovecote Building is to be undertaken by 
SSDC on 7th July.  After discussion Councillor Hall was given permission to continue 
with negotiations for a possible asset transfer on behalf of the Town Council. 

 
16/052 Trees 
 It was proposed and seconded that a diseased tree in the Churchyard be removed. 

 Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

 
16/053 Town Work Plan – review and exceptions reports 

The Chairman presented the work plan.  In particular the following was reported: 

 The sale of the Eastfield play area will be discussed at the next meeting. 

 A jointly funded aerial survey of the Abbey Fields and JP at a cost to council of 
£247.50 is currently planned for 17th February 2017. 

 Bruton Trust has confirmed that they are supportive in principle of the JPDP. 
James Divall from SSDC is adding further content to the draft programme brief 
for JPDP which should be circulated to Councillors for feedback by the end of 
July.  Talks to take place with current users to identify their potential 
requirements.  Rob Parr, SSDC Senior Play and Youth Facilities Officer, is 
positive about the programme.  

 Funds raised for the Man on a Bench sculpture could be directed through Bruton 
Festival of Arts.  The Clerk will contact a representative of the Festival of Arts to 
confirm. 

 
16/054 Reports: 

Town Councillors – Councillor Brownlow reported on an e-mail received from a 
resident about waste collection times which currently coincide with a very busy time of 
day.  It was also reported that Councillor Hood is now the Council representative on the 
Bruton Community Partnership.  
Councillor Hood asked that the Bruton Community Partnership be put as a regular 
agenda item although it was suggested that this item could be covered under Councillors 
Reports.  It was also asked that meeting dates are put on the electronic calendar. 
Chairman – The Chairman had received a letter from John Bishton, thanking Council for 
its grant to the Bruton Trust.  Ian Stephens continues to do good work on the trees in the 
Churchyard and a letter of thanks will be sent.  The Chairman attended, and very much 
enjoyed, the recent concert by the Hungarian Choir. 
 

16/055 Items for next agenda 
Lorrywatch.  Sale of Eastfield.  BCP.  Footpath at Darkey Lane.  Councillors are asked to 
forward items for the next agenda to the Clerk by Tuesday 19th July 2016. 
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16/056 Accounts for Payment 
    
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

Aon UK Ltd. 
ECL Plastics 
Phil Simpson 
K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
Greg Mainstone 
Bruton Country Centre 
Wincanton Print Ltd. 
Lyreco 
Vodaphone 
Wessex Water 
Three Counties Tree Services 
Three Counties Tree Services 
Three Counties Tree Services 
Extra Energy 
Extra Energy 
K F McCarthy 
The Pensions Trust 
Heather Bull 
Glasdon UK Ltd. 
Greg Mainstone 
Three Counties Tree Services 
 

Insurance premium 1/6/16-31/5/17 
Collection boxes 
Website maintenance 
Salary – June 2016 
Tax/NI – June 2016 
Repairs at JP play area 
Replant containers in town 
Signs 
Stationery 
Phone bill to 31/5/16 
Water bill - JP 
Grounds maintenance - 06-13/5/16 
Grounds maintenance – 03-10/6/16 
Hanging baskets 
Electricity 12/4-11/5/16 
Electricity 12/5-11/6/16 
Expenses – large envelopes 
Set-up fee for pension fund 
Refund of allotment fee 
2 x dog bins and fittings 
Station Road car park repairs 
Grounds maintenance 24-25/6/16 
 

£826.11 
£29.10 

£350.00 
£1324.29 
£325.69 
£93.50 

£390.00 
£99.60 
£74.98 
£22.39 
£21.07 

£1078.20 
£1078.20 
£600.00 
£20.91 
£16.19 
£1.99 

£500.00 
£17.00 

£581.13 
£665.00 
£792.60 

 
    

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

16/057 Correspondence 
1. Ed Tickner   Thank you letter for the Dove grant 
2. Nigel Watts   Thank you letter for Bruton Trust grant 
3. NALC    LCR Magazine Summer 2016 
4. SSDC    New Road in Bruton 
5. SSDC    Condition Survey 7th July 2016 
6. PCSO Tim Russell  Police Report 28th June 2016 

  
 

 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 

 

Action Points  
1. Confirm possible idea of lease to SCC – Clerk 

2. Confirm with Festival of Arts re Man on Bench fundraising - Clerk  

 


