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 Bruton Town Council 

  

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 31st May 2016 

in the Bruton Community Hall 
 
Present: Councillors: Brownlow, Carey-Downes, Crawford, Hall, Hood, Hughes, Jones and 

Marsh 
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: County & District Councillor Groskop 
 The Clerk 
 
 
16/015 Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th May 2016 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 2016 
be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0  
 
16/016 Declarations of Interests 

Councillor Marsh declared a personal interest in item 23 as his wife is an allotment 
holder. 
 

16/017 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Anderson, Baker, Phillips and Pickering.  It 
was reported that unfortunately Councillor Katie Pawsey has resigned from the Council.  
Katie was thanked for her efforts and wished well for the future.  
 

16/018 Presentation by Rob Parr, SSDC Officer 
Rob Parr was welcomed to the meeting and, after a background report, gave a 
presentation on the current progress of the new Cuckoo Hill playarea.  The land has 
been handed over from the developers with a £55K grant for play equipment and a £44K 
grant for maintenance.  After a recent meeting with Councillor Hughes, Rob presented 
Council with a draft sketch design to go to public consultation.  It was stated that SSDC 
would like the Town Council to manage the play area and thereby have control of the 
£44K maintenance grant. 
 
The draft design was then discussed with Councillors putting questions about surfaces, 
equipment to be used, fencing and budgets.  It was stated that the intention is to sell the 
current Eastfield site with funds to go towards the new play area.  After consideration it 
was agreed that Councillor Hughes proceed with organising a public consultation to 
consider the design and lay-out of the play area. 

  
 

16/019 Public Question Time 
Angela Coldman spoke of her concerns over the current footpath issue in Darkey Lane 
and stated that the footpath had been walked for many years. 
Councillor Hood spoke on behalf of a resident who is unhappy with the current 
recommended 40mph speed limit in Dropping Lane, wanting it to be either enforceable 
or reduced. 
Richard Harris spoke in support of the above Dropping Lane issue.  County & District 
Councillor Groskop stated that the Dropping Lane issue has already been discussed.  
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16/020 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported on the action points from the meeting held on 26th April 2016.  Greg 
Mainstone is to resurface the Station Road carpark with a date still to be agreed.   Cradle 
seats have been purchased and will be reinstated in the JP play area.  The vines in 
Riverside Walk are the property of SSDC, who will need to be consulted over their 
possible removal.  The organisers of the cycle event did not obtain permission from SCC 
to race through Bruton.  The Clerk has written to Community Kids concerning a possible 
TC representative on the board, but has yet to receive a reply.  All other items are 
ongoing or are on the agenda. 

 
 
16/021 Reports from County and District Councillor 

Councillor Groskop reported.  Congratulations were given to Lisa Pickering for 
organising a splendid Packhorse Fair.  Complaints have been received about car speeds 
in Dropping Lane and the cycle event which took place in the town.  Noise complaints 
about the recent festival at Gilcombe Farm had been received although it was pointed 
out that there had also been a wedding reception and a party in the town at the same 
time and it is believed that some if not all of the noise had come from these latter two 
events.  The swimming pool at Bruton Primary School has now been reopened and a 
grant of £25K has been awarded for drainage works.  A general shortage of GP’s has 
not yet affected Bruton.  Reassurance has been given that the pavement promised 
leading from Cox’s Close will be built. 

  
 
16/022 Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee 
i) Planning Committee Meeting 4th May 2016 

It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

       ii) Planning Committee Meeting 11th May 2016 
It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the 
Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

 
b) Services and Amenities Committee 

i) Cuckoo Hill Play Area 
 This item was previously discussed in item 16/018. 
 
ii) Footpath leading from Darkey Lane 

A dispute has arisen over the closure of a footpath leading from Darkey Lane.  
Historically this footpath has been used for many years as an alternative to the 
actual footpath which has been inaccessible along its entire length for many 
years due to a demolished bridge.  Investigations will take place, particularly with 
regard to where the responsibility lies, and it was suggested that, in the first 
instance, a letter be drafted to the landowner. 
 
 
 

c)  Transport Committee Meeting 10th May 2016  
The minutes of the Transport Committee Meeting held on 10th May 2016 had 
been previously distributed.  In particular, Councillor Brownlow reported the 
following:  
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 Committee recommended in principle to sponsorship on “Welcome to 
Bruton signs”. 

 20mph wheelie bin stickers to be purchased. 

 Bruton Speedwatch to be extended to include lorries. 

 The resurfacing of Quaperlake Street is very unlikely at the present time 
due to financial restraints.  

 A further meeting is to take place with Kings School to discuss further 
ideas regarding Silver Street and Plox and Fin McNabb’s proposals were 
discussed.  County and District Councillor Groskop queried who would 
fund the implementation of the traffic scheme. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that, with the exception of item one “Welcome 
to Bruton Signs”, the recommendations of the Transport Committee be 
adopted. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

Councillor Brownlow also reported on the following: 
 

 The 20mph scheme had been advertised with a closing date for 
objections of 19th May 2016.  Five objections have been lodged.  The 
police have supported the proposals as advertised.   

 A resident of Pitcombe has complained to the ombudsman about the 
traffic calming scheme in Cole Road.   

 
 

i) SID’s Report 
There was no report this time. 
 

       ii) Community Speedwatch Signs 
The design for a Community Speedwatch sign was distributed.  Although Council 
was happy with the design, it was agreed to defer a decision on the purchase of 
speedwatch signs until after signs for the proposed 20mph scheme have been 
finalised. 
    

 
e)  Communications Committee  

There was no report this time.  The next meeting of the Communications Committee 
will take place on Tuesday 7th June 2016. 

  
       
 
16/023 Finance 
 i) Clerks Salary 

It was proposed and seconded that Council agree an increase to the Clerk’s 
salary in line with the NALC 2016-2018 National Salary Award to be implemented 
immediately and backdated to 1st April 2016, with a further new pay scale to be 
implemented from 1st April 2017. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

 ii) Summer Playdays Funding Request 
Council considered a funding request from Stuart Talbott of SSDC towards the 
Summer Playdays at Jubilee Park.  It was explained that a grant request cannot 
be made at the normal time in Autumn due to the uncertainty each year as to 
whether the Playdays will take place.   It was proposed and seconded that 
Council refuse the request with the Clerk to reply stating that a provisional 
request can still be made in the Autumn even if there is uncertainty.  

Resolution Adopted 7-1-0 
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 iii) Bank Mandate 
The Clerk reported that errors by HSBC resulted in the previous two bank 
mandates not being processed.  This error only came to light recently when a 
cheque was returned by the bank because a signature was not recognised.  The 
Clerk has visited the bank and has now completed a duplicate mandate which will 
be sent to the bank once all signatures have been obtained.  The bank has stated 
it will investigate why the problems have occurred. 

 
 

16/024 Internal Audit Report and Audit Annual Return for the year ending 31st March 2016 
The Clerk presented the Annual Accounts together with the Internal Audit Report which 
had been prepared by Emma Miller.  The Chairman then went through the Annual 
Governance Statement in detail.  It was proposed and seconded that the Annual 
Governance Statement be approved by Council. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 
16/025 Insurance 

It was proposed and seconded that as from 1st June 2016 the Town Council Insurance 
cover be provided by Aon UK Ltd for one year. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
  
16/026 Bruton – The Way Forward 

As per the request of Councillor Hood, it was agreed that the remaining BWF documents 
be disposed of as follows: 
Historical and Heritage Project paperwork – store with the museum 
All other paperwork to be shredded. 

 
16/027 Bruton Community Partnership 
 This item was deferred until the next meeting. 
 

Councillor Brownlow reported that thanks had been received from BCP for the grant 
awarded by the Town Council.  It was also stated that BCP wish to register its objection 
to the closure of the footpath off Darkey Lane.  BCP are currently undertaking 
negotiations to gain permission for a footpath to lead through the fields from the Railway 
Station to the Art Gallery at Durslade. 
 
 

16/028 Town Plan 
Councillor Hood stated that 262 people had visited the stand at the Packhorse Fair and 
given their comments.  It is planned to hold a survey in October with a separate survey 
for young people. 
 

 
16/029 Asset Transfer of Dovecote Building 

Councillor Hall spoke of a meeting held earlier today with Helen Rutter and Lawrence 
Willis from SSDC.  Helen and Lawrence have been asked to provide a survey valuation 
of the Dovecote Building, the two Higher Backway car parks and the lease held for the 
Community Hall car park.  It was stated that the flat attached to the Dovecote Building 
will not be part of any asset transfer.  A list of the areas in Bruton that are the 
responsibility of SSDC has also been requested. 
 
 

16/030 Trees 
It was proposed and seconded that the ivy be removed from the willow tree by Church 
Bridge. 

 
Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
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16/031 Town Work Plan – review and exceptions reports 

The Chairman presented the work plan.  In particular the following was reported: 

 The resurfacing of Station Road car park has not yet been done. 

 The speed cushions in Cole Road are due to be lowered. 

 Feedback for the JPDP received at the Packhorse Fair was very positive. 

 A document received from James Divall for Jubilee Park was considered too 
technical and has been changed. 

 Bruton Trust wish to do an aerial archaeological survey of Abbey Fields and it is 
hoped that this will include Jubilee Park.  Bruton Trust has received a quotation 
for £495 with 50% of the cost to be requested from the Town Council.  The Trust 
is aware that there are procedures to follow before a grant can be considered.  

 
16/032 Reports: 

Town Councillors – Councillor Crawford reported that she has made a list of suitable 
plants to replace the vines in Riverside Walk, and this list will be forwarded to SSDC. 
Councillor Brownlow reported that he had recently attended an event at Kings School.  
A suggestion has been put forward from a member of the public that parking along Silver 
Street should be restricted to 2 hours.  Elisabeth Balfour has requested more input from 
Councillors for articles for the Dove.  
Councillor Hood has organised lots of publicity for the Town Plan.  Another “no lorry” 
sign has been put in St. Catherines Hill.  Councillor Hood has met with residents of Cole 
Road to discuss the traffic calming scheme. 
Councillor Marsh offered thanks to Councillor Lisa Pickering for a superb Packhorse 
Fair.  After a complaint about the lack of advertising of toilets in the town it was 
suggested that addition signs be placed in other parts of town and that businesses taking 
part in the community toilet scheme be reminded about displaying the stickers previously 
provided. 
Councillor Hughes commented on the bad condition of the pavement leading to the 
Station Road car park.  
Chairman – The Chairman offered thanks to Councillors Pickering, Baker and Brownlow 
for their help with the Packhorse Fair.  It was reported that Councillor Katie Pawsey has 
sadly decided to resign as a Councillor.  Unfortunately Tim Cook did not win the 
volunteer of the year award.  The Church is selling the Rectory which may have an 
impact on the Church Fair. 
 

16/033 Items for next agenda 
Councillors are asked to forward items for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 20th 
June 2016. 

 
16/034 Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

SSDC 
Councillor Stuart Anderton 
K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
GPM Services 
Vodaphone 
BT 
Parsigns 
SutcliffePlay 
SALC 
Three Counties Tree Services 
Wessex Water 
Bellitudo 
Cat’s Café 
The Bruton Castle 
At the Chapel 

Final payment for Riverside Walk 
Expenses – e-mail system costs 
Salary – May 2016 
Tax/NI – May 2016 
Disposal of items from allotments 
Phone bill to 30/04/16 
Internet Services 
Skateboard signs 
Replacement cradle seats for JP 
Subscription fees for 2016/2017 
Grounds maintenance - 25-26/4/16 
Water bill – cemetery/allotments 
Water bill contribution re public loo 
1st quarter toilet lease 
1st quarter toilet lease 
1st quarter toilet lease 

£3,600.00 
£96.80 

£1291.91 
£273.53 
£150.00 
£19.88 
£55.44 
£86.40 

£212.58 
£618.07 
£857.40 
£18.52 
£55.39 

£166.25 
£166.25 
£166.25 
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17 
18 

Three Counties Tree Services 
EM Accounts 

Grounds maintenance 20-27/5/16 
Internal Audit 4th Quarter fee 

£874.20 
£50.00 

 
    

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

16/035 Correspondence 
1. Cynthia Jeffrey  Letter re bad state of Station Road pavement 
2. Kenneth Thom  Thank you letter for Friends of Railway grant 
3. Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine May 2016 
4. SLCC    The Clerk Magazine May 2016 

 5. Fields in Trust   Centenary Fields 
 6. Patricia Whittock  Thank you e-mail for Mini Day Care Centre grant 
 7. SSDC    New Road in Bruton 
 8. Community Kids Pre-School Thank you letter for grant 
 9. Community Rehabilitation Invoice for work in January, February and March 
 

The Clerk was instructed to forward the invoice for Community Rehabilitation to Bruton 
Community Partnership. 

 

16/036 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the Public 
It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

16/037 Allotments at Cuckoo Hill 
The Clerk reported on a recent problem at the Cuckoo Hill allotments which resulted in 
one resident vacating a plot.  The Clerk has spoken to the resident who wishes to remain 
on the waiting list for an alternative plot.  
Another resident, who vacated an allotment in April, did not clear the site as per the 
tenancy agreement and left a large and heavy, insulated shed and other items which 
Council has had to remove at some expense.  The Clerk was instructed to write to this 
resident, invoicing for the work done. 

  
 
16/038 Hanging Baskets 

It was proposed and seconded that hanging baskets be provided by Julian Shave 
Landscaping Ltd. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 

 

Action Points  
1. Investigate legality of closed footpath – MB 

2. Write re grant refusal for playdays – Clerk 

3. Mandate to bank – Clerk 

4. Dispose of BWF doc – JH 

5. Organise removal of ivy from tree – SH 

6. Invoice allotment holder for work done – Clerk 

7. Arrange hanging baskets - Clerk  

 


