
 

 
 
 

  
 
 

Minutes of the Services and Amenities Committee Meeting  
held on Wednesday 14th September 2016 at 7.30pm  
in the Bruton Community Office 

 
 

Present: Councillors: Crawford, Hughes, Jones and Marsh  
In the Chair: Councillor Hughes 
In attendance: The Clerk 

 
 

1. Declarations of Interests 
There were none. 

 
2. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Baker and Pickering. 
 

3. Cuckoo Hill Play Area 
Councillor Hughes reported.  An e-mail from Rob Parr had been received which seemed 
to indicate that the S106 money of £55K for construction of the play area will remain with 
SSDC as they are supervising the construction.  Although Council has always believed 
and intended that the play area would be under Town Council control, it appears from 
the e-mail that doubt still exists within SSDC, with the S106 money of £45K for 
maintenance still to be transferred to the Town Council.  Councillor Hughes will draft a 
letter to Rob Parr stating Council’s viewpoint and asking for a breakdown of costs for 
spending the capital payment of £55K.  
 

4. Playground Inspections 
Councillor Rubbo has agreed to undertake future playground inspections although he is 
not currently on the Services & Amenities Committee.  The Clerk will therefore ask 
Councillor Rubbo if he wishes to join the Committee.  In the meantime this item will be 
discussed again at the next full Council meeting at the end of September. 
 

5. Jubilee Park Development Programme 
Councillor Marsh reported.  An update of the programme brief had recently been 
received from James Divall.  Councillor Marsh has recently interviewed two community 
hall users, asking a set of questions which will provide evidence base for the need of a 
new hall.  A third user will also be interviewed.  An audit of the town’s halls will also need 
to be undertaken.  It was reported that the lease on the current community hall expires in 
8 years.  The JPDP mandate will need to be updated to include the car park and play 
park upgrades. 
 
It was reported that nothing has recently been heard from the “Brue Bowl”.  However it 
was stated that the building of the MUGA will not be dependent on any input from this 
organisation. 
 
A lead Councillor for the community hall will be required on the JPDP and the importance 
of a town plan was emphasised. 
 



 

Committee then discussed an e-mail from Rob Parr in which it was stated that S106 
money from the Cox’s Close development, held by SSDC for some time, was now on a 
“spend deadline” of 17th October 2016.  Committee expressed its concern about the 
very short notice given and would like to recommend to full Council that the Equipped 
Play funding be used to replace or add equipment to the JP play area based on the 
SSDC inspection report, with any balance to the JPDP, and that the Youth Facilities 
funding be used to replace and maintain the youth shelter.  
 
 

6. Allotment Update 
Councillor Crawford reported that the provision of allotments seems to be at the right 
capacity with all allotments and raised beds currently let and only a small waiting list. 
 

7. Man on Bench Sculpture 
The Bruton Festival of Arts is still to confirm whether it can help with providing a bank 
account for fund raising.  In the meantime the Bruton Community Partnership will be 
approached, as a bank account facility for the funding raising is now becoming urgent.  
Councillor Hughes will contact Councillor Hood who is the BCP Council representative. 
 
Councillor Jones stated that he will ask whether a collection box can be placed at the 
Hauser & Wirth gallery. 

 
      8. Meeting with Glastonbury Town Council re use of pesticides 

Councillor Jones reported on a recent meeting at Glastonbury attended with Councillor 
Crawford in which a demonstration was given of a foam machine which is used to kill 
weeds.  The capital cost of £20K for a machine would prohibit purchase, but an 
alternative would be to combine with other towns to share.  Committee would like to 
recommend to full Council that Councillor Jones investigate this subject further. 
 
The next meeting of the Services and Amenities Committee will be on Tuesday 11th 
October 2016.  Committee is asked to bring to this meeting project proposals for 
recommendation to the F&GP Committee for inclusion in the 2017/2018 precept. 
 

 

 

  
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 


