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 Bruton Town Council 

  

Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on 
Tuesday 30th August 2016 

in the Bruton Community Hall 
 
Present: Councillors: Baker, Brownlow, Carey-Downes, Hall, Hughes, Jones, Marsh, and 

Rubbo 
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk, County and District Councillor Groskop (who arrived later) 
 
 
16/076 Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th July 2016 

Item 16/064 d. should read Transport Committee Meeting 19th July 2016.  It was 
proposed and seconded that the amended minutes of the meeting held on 26th July 
2016 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0  
 
16/077 Declarations of Interests 

There were no declarations of interests. 
 
 

16/078 Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Anderton, Crawford, Hood, Phillips and 
Pickering. 
 
  

16/079 Public Question Time 
There were no questions. 

 
 
16/080 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported on the action points from the previous meeting.  The Grounds 
Maintenance Contractor has been instructed not to use weed killer in town until further 
notice.  The lorrywatch form has not yet been put on the website.  All other items are on 
the agenda. 

 
16/081 Reports from County and District Councillor 

There was no report this time. 
 
16/082 Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee 
i) Planning Committee Meeting 2nd August 2016 

Councillor Hall reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the 
recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

       ii) Meeting with Landhouse 
Councillor Hall reported on an informal meeting held with the developers and also 
attended by Councillors Anderton, Brownlow, Hood, Hughes and County and 
District Councillor Groskop.  The meeting was held to discuss issues which have 
developed due to the escalating costs of building social houses.  Landhouse 
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have said the construction will now not start until Spring 2017 and so far the 
purchase of the land has not been finalised or the Section 106 agreements 
signed.  Changes to the development to keep the costs down have been 
discussed together with the possibility that SSDC may put grant money into the 
development.  At this stage the Town Council cannot really give any more input 
until a way to proceed forward has been found. 

 
 

b) Services and Amenities Committee 
i) Cuckoo Hill Play Area 

Councillor Hughes presented the finalised drawings for the new play area 
prepared after consultation with residents.  The County Engineer had highlighted 
the position of the tanks that are in place for the flood alleviation scheme, but the 
position of these tanks was already know and the location of the play area had 
already been moved accordingly.  It was reported that Rob Parr has suggested 
that the play area could be finished by March or April 2017.  After discussion it 
was proposed and seconded that the plans presented for the play area be 
approved. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

SSDC will be instructed to commence the tender process and a request will be 
made by the Clerk for the S106 money to be released to the Town Council. 
 

ii) Sale of Eastfield Play Area 
The Clerk reported that an estate agent had visited the Eastfield play area and 
had given an estimate for selling the site.  Another estate agent, who had 
previously given a report in 2011, has also been contacted and asked to give an 
up-to-date estimate of costs.  It was agreed that a third estate agent should be 
approached for an estimate before a decision is made as to which agent to 
instruct to commence the sale. 
 

iii) Refuse in Higher Backway 
Councillor Hall reported that problems with refuse in Higher Backway have more 
or less been resolved, although wheelie bins are still being left out after the 
rubbish has been collected.  Somerset Waste Partnership will be asked to send 
letters to the offending neighbours reminding them of their obligations. 
 
A secondary refuse problem has however been highlighted in Patwell Street 
where bags of rubbish have been reported.  Again, Somerset Waste Partnership 
will be informed, although on this occasion it is not obvious who is leaving the 
rubbish. 
 

iv) Churchyard 
The Clerk reported that the outside steps leading into the church had become 
unsafe, the maintenance of these steps being the responsibility of the Town 
Council due to the Churchyard being “closed”.  However on this occasion, the 
Church had arranged for the steps to be made safe during other work which was 
taking place and so no action is needed at this time.  Council should be aware 
however that further work may be needed in the future. 

 
 

c)  Finance and General Purposes Committee  
     i) SCC Learning, Listening, Changing 

Councillor Marsh gave a brief explanation of the reasons behind the survey, the 
purpose of which is to seek public priorities in view of cutbacks.  As a result of 
using a pairwise methodology chart, Councillor Marsh was able to come to a 
conclusion on the basis of six Councillors having completed the questionnaire.  
The results were discussed in detail after which Councillor Marsh proposed one 
of three “next step” options: 
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1) The on-line survey to be completed, summarising the results. 
2) Do not complete the on-line survey but still submit a document explaining 

the results. 
3) File the results internally but do not submit anything. 
 
After much discussion it was proposed and seconded that option 1 “complete the  
on-line survey, summarising the results” be adopted. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

Councillor Brownlow then spoke of the letter he has drafted, previously 
distributed to Councillors, in which anger is expressed with the cutbacks that are 
effectively putting more and more pressure on town and parish councils to take 
on additional responsibilities, and being made to choose between one essential 
service over another.  Although Councillors generally agreed with this sentiment 
and felt it was useful to send a letter as well as participate in the survey, it was 
considered that the letter was too political and that it would have more effect if the 
political element was taken out, with Councillor Marsh stating that he felt the 
historical non-political stance of Bruton Town Council has been one of its 
strengths over the years.  Councillor Jones stated that he believed Somerset 
County Council should do more to “stand up” to the government over cutbacks.  It 
was agreed that Councillor Brownlow will make amendments to the letter and 
present at the next full Council meeting which will still be in time for the 
submission deadline. 

 
     ii) Bank Mandate Issues 

The Clerk reported on a letter received today from HSBC in which the bank gave 
its apologies for the problems encountered, confirming that the mandate has now 
been accepted, and that the Town Council’s account has been credited with £200 
by way of compensation.  The complaint has now been closed. 

 
      iii) Electricity Supply 

The Clerk reported that one month’s notice has been given to electricity suppliers 
Extra Energy to cancel the current contract which ends on 22nd September 2016.  
A new 2 year contract with Opus will commence from 23rd September 2016.  

 
      iv) Purchase of Litter Bin for High Street 

The Clerk reported that an operative of SSDC had stated that the rubbish bin 
outside the Spar in the High Street was too small for purpose and could be 
replaced by a larger bin, if purchased by the Town Council.  It was proposed and 
seconded that Council purchase the “Futuro” litter bin from Glasdon at a cost of 
£291.30 excluding VAT.   

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 
      v) Complaint’s Procedure 
` A draft complaints procedure had been prepared by Councillor Hood.  After 

consideration it was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the Complaints 
Procedure.  This will be reviewed annually. 

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 

d)  Transport Committee Meeting 
Councillor Brownlow reported. Traffic Regulation Orders (TRO’s) have been 
advertised for the 20mph scheme and passed onto the Highways teams, although a 
start date is still awaited.  All images for signage have been sent to Highways and a 
thank you was extended to Robert Carter for his help in this matter.  Councillor 
Marsh suggested that, as TRO’s are now only processed once a year in the Autumn, 
Council should now be putting forward ideas for next year. 
 
An order has been raised by John Nicolson for works on a road fillet to prevent water 
running into a resident’s wall.  Completion of works is expected in the next three 
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months.  Highways have asked for a donation towards this work which will cost in the 
region of £270.  After discussion it was proposed and seconded that £100 be 
contributed towards the cost of the works.  

Resolution Adopted 7-0-1 
 
A meeting about Silver Street road improvements is to be arranged with Fin McNab 
who would like to meet with the Town Council, Kings School and Colin Fletcher.  The 
Town Council has been informed that it will not be financially implicated in any works 
undertaken. 
 
Concerns were expressed about the standard of the road dressing in Coombe Street 
and several complaints from residents had been received.  Councillor Brownlow will 
send a letter of complaint to Highways. 

   
e)  Communications Committee 

In the absence of Councillor Anderton there was nothing to report this time. 
       
 
16/083 SSDC Resolution to Condemn Racism, Intolerance, Bigotry or Xenophobia 

After discussion it was proposed and seconded that Bruton Town Council completely 
support that SSDC has adopted a resolution to condemn racism, intolerance, bigotry and 
xenophobia and made it a public statement in line with what Bruton Town Council 
already state.  

Resolution Adopted 8-0-0 
 
16/084 Land to the North of Townsend Drive 

The Clerk reported that Charlie Fields of SCC had spoken to the Developer and Health 
Service and confirmed that approximately 5 acres in the middle of the site could be 
available for long term lease, possibly 50 years, for a one-off payment of £10,000.  
Councillor Brownlow will arrange a meeting with Charlie Fields to negotiate the time-
frame and price. 
 
 

16/085 Town Plan 
The Chairman read a report from Councillor Hood in his absence.  The steering group is 
progressing well with finalising the questions for the survey, a copy of which will be sent 
to Councillors before being distributed to the public in October.  The Chamber of 
Commerce circulated an e-mail to all businesses asking for input, but received no 
response.  The Q and A interview in the October edition of the Dove will feature the 
Town Plan. 
 
  

16/086 Asset Transfer of Dovecote Building and SSDC Land in Bruton 
Councillor Hall reported.  A phone call from Diane Layzell of SSDC has confirmed that a 
meeting is to take place in early September at which it is hoped to pull together a 
proposal which will then be put to the Town Council. 

 
 
16/087 NHS Health Checks 

An offer of health checks in the town has been received from the Community Project 
Coordinator for the NHS Health Checks in Somerset.  Council is interested in taking up 
the invitation and the Clerk was instructed to respond asking that the organisation come 
and look for suitable buildings which could be used to deliver the service. 
 
 

16/088 Bruton Community Partnership 
The Chairman read a report from Councillor Hood in his absence.  The BCP would like to 
arrange a meeting with the Town Council to discuss joint working.  The final design for 
information boards requires approval from the Town Council.  Boundary signs are still to 
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be finalised with Wyke Farms offering to pay for a Wyke Champflower sign.  The 
refurbishment of street signs is progressing well.  A fund raising event is due to be 
organised for 6th November. 
 
 

16/089 South Somerset Market Towns Investment Group 
Councillor Jones reported that he had attended a meeting on 28th July 2016 with 
Councillor Hood.  Castle Cary Town Council and Ansford Parish Council have jointly 
purchased land on their mutual boundary to protect amenities.  MTIG emphasised to 
everyone that funds are available for economic benefit.  Town web-sites are also to be 
surveyed with a view to increasing digital presence in towns. 

 
 

16/090 Town Work Plan – review and exceptions reports 
The Chairman presented the work plan.  Items not already on the agenda were 
discussed.  Future plans for the library are still ongoing. £1,000 set aside for traffic 
calming is still available.  There has been recent problems with the stability of the bridge 
in Mill Dam and SSDC has been informed.   
 
Councillor Marsh then spoke of the Jubilee Park Development Programme.  A recent 
meeting with James Divall concerning the programme brief has proved useful and 
highlighted the importance of having a town plan, without which funding will not be 
attracted.  The programme has also identified other projects such as the upgrade of the 
current car park and play area.  A meeting was arranged with user groups.  Questions, 
agreed by James Divall, were put to the groups and currently 2 replies have been 
received. 
 
 

16/091 Reports: 
Town Councillors – Councillor Carey-Downes reported residents in Tolbury Mill have 
expressed worries about bollards on a footpath which have now been removed from their 
foundations, creating a trip hazard.  There is also a loose railing on the footpath.  
Building work now underway in Higher Backway is causing a problem with parking. 
Councillor Marsh reported that a “Visit Somerset” presentation is to take place at the 
next BCP meeting on 1st September.  On 12th September at 7pm a social event for the 
Chamber of Commerce will take place at The Chapel to re-energise the Chamber.  
Members of the Town Council are invited to attend. 
Councillor Jones reported that he is due to attend a meeting in Glastonbury with 
Councillor Crawford to see a demonstration of weed stripping.  A report will be given to 
the Services & Amenities Committee.  Councillor Jones also recently attend a Frome 
Town Matters Meeting. 
Councillor Hughes reported that he had met a resident who is opening a new retail 
shop in West End and is hoping to create a T-shirt for the benefit of the town. 
Chairman – Councillor Hall asked for final numbers for attendance at a charity quiz and 
reported that a nomination had been put forward for the Chairman’s Awards. 
 
 

16/092 Items for next agenda 
BCP.  Memorandum of Understanding.  Chamber of Commerce reports.  Councillors are 
asked to forward items for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 19th September 
2016. 

 
 
 
16/093 Accounts for Payment 
 

1 
2 
3 

K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
K F McCarthy 

Salary – August 2016 
Tax/NI – August 2016 
Expenses–Norton antivirus renewal  

£1246.91 
£273.78 
£62.99 
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4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 

 
Phil Simpson 
SALC 
Vodaphone 
Three Counties Tree Services 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 
Greg Mainstone 
Stuart Anderton 
BT 
SSDC 
Three Counties Tree Services 
Natalie Jones 
SSDC 
Steven Hall 
 

and loo rolls for public loo 
Website updates and maintenance 
Councillor planning training fee 
Phone bill to 31/7/16 
Grounds maint. – 29/7-05/08/16 
Printer waste bottle 
Erection of 2 dog bins 
2 yr registration of TC e-mail name 
Internet Services 
Building insurance annual recharge 
Grounds maintenance 12-19/8/16 
Refund of allotment fee 
Annual Playground Inspection fee 
Postage for Mayor’s Awards entry 
 
 

 
£350.00 
£95.00 
£20.33 

£1078.20 
£23.54 

£120.00 
£179.99 
£84.24 
£93.92 

£874.20 
£10.00 

£188.40 
£6.45 

 

 
16/094 Correspondence 

1. Andrew Morris   Open Air Cinema Enquiry (e-mail) 
2. Albion Running  Notice of running event June 2017 (e-mail) 
 

  The Clerk was instructed to pass on the Albion Running notice to Ed Tickner of BCP. 
 
16/095 SSDC Annual Playground Inspection/Risk Assessment 2016 

It was reported that the Annual Playground Inspection and Risk Assessment reports had 
been received.  Councillor Rubbo has agreed to take the lead on future playground 
inspections and the Clerk will forward him the reports. 

  
 

 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, 

gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and 

Human Rights. 

 

Action Points  
1.    Ask SSDC to start tender process for Cuckoo Hill play area/release S106 money – Clerk 

2.    Third quote needed for sale of Eastfield play area – Clerk 

3.    Contact SWP re rubbish – Clerk 

4.    Complete on-line survey re Learning, Listening, Changing – JM 

5.    Amend draft alternative letter for next meeting – MB 

6.    Purchase litter bin – Clerk 

7.    Letter of complaint re Coombe Street surface – MB 

8.    Arrange meeting with Charlie Fields re County Fields – MB 

9.    Write to NHS Health Checks – Clerk 

10.  Arrange meeting between TC/BCP re joint working - JH 

 


