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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th January 2017 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hall, Hood, Jones, Marsh, 

Pickering and Robinson  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 
 
16/169  Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillor Phillips.  
 
16/170 Declarations of Interests 

Councillor Hood declared a personal interest in “Land at Tolbury – Community 
Project” as he lives close by. 
Councillor Hood declared a personal interest in “Durslade Community Orchard” 
as he is an allotment holder. 
Councillors Anderton, Crawford and Pickering declared a personal interest in 
“Accounts for Payment” as recipients of cheques for expenses incurred on behalf 
of Council. 
 

16/171  Minutes of the Meeting held on 25th October 2016 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 25th 
October 2016 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0  
 
16/172 Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 8th November 2016 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held 
on 8th November 2016 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

  
16/173 Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th November 2016 

Item 16/165 payment 17 should read £199.87 and was amended.  It was then 
proposed and seconded that the amended minutes of the meeting held on 29th 
November 2016 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
 

At this point it was agreed to amend the order of meeting with the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee item to be taken after Transport Committee.  The speedwatch report will be taken during the 
Transport Committee item. 
 

16/174 Resignation of Councillor 
It was reported that Councillor Hughes has resigned due to work commitments.  
Additional Councillors are required to serve on the Services and Amenities 
Committee and Councillor Robinson volunteered.  It is hoped that Councillor 
Phillips will also agree to join this Committee. 
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16/175  Co-option of New Councillor 
There were two candidates.  A written ballot was undertaken.  After voting by 
Councillors it was proposed and seconded that Karen Baker be co-opted as a 
councillor to fill the current vacancy.   

Resolution Adopted 10-0-0 
Karen Baker signed the acceptance of office and took her seat. 
 
16/176 Presentation on behalf of the Bruton Chamber of Commerce 

Amanda Riley-Pickthall was unable to attend and sent her apologies, but intends 
to present the results of a recent business survey at the meeting on 7th February 
2017 held to consider the Town Plan Survey results. 

 
16/177  Public Question Time 

Mr. Caines spoke about the repair of the memorial bench in the cemetery. 
Gordon Fry presented a copy of a possible sign to be used at the town boundaries.  
The signs will cost in the region of £1,000 each.  A previous decision made by 
Council on the final design is not considered suitable and reconsideration of this 
decision is requested. 
 

As a result of Mr. Caines’ concerns, it was agreed to bring forward the next item. 
 
16/178 Repair of Memorial Bench in Cemetery  

It was reported that the owner of the memorial bench which had been damaged 
by the grounds contractor had presented a quotation for repair of £425 but was 
willing to share costs.  The grounds contractor agreed to pay one third of the 
costs. 
It was proposed and seconded that Council pay £140 (one third of the cost) 
towards the repair.   

Resolution Adopted 10-0-1 
 

It was emphasised that no precedent is being set for general maintenance of 
memorial benches. 
 

16/179 Action Points from Previous Meeting 
The Clerk reported on the action points from the previous meeting.  The 
information boards have been purchased and installed.  The contractors will 
make good the soakaway damage in March.  The search for a suitable litter bin for 
the High Street is still ongoing.  Letters concerning the County Fields and 
supporting the delay of the sale of the Rectory have been sent.  Work has been 
undertaken on the trees growing through the river wall.  The new Grounds 
Maintenance Contractor has been contacted.  All other items are on the agenda. 

 
16/180  Reports from County and District Councillor 

County and District Councillor Anna Groskop reported.   

 Congratulations and welcome were given to the new Town Councillor 
Karen Baker. 

 Thanks were given to all who attended last night’s Parish Meeting in 
Wincanton. 

 Many staff changes are taking place at SSDC. 

 A positive response has been received concerning the new parking limit 
outside Church Bridge Stores. 

 Complaints have been received about the bollard placed by the bus stop at 
Church Bridge. 

 There is currently no bus to Frome.  Alternative arrangements with the 
CAT bus have been hampered due to a lack of passenger take-up. 

 Councillors were asked to forward the names of any local companies 
willing to be put on a directory for work experience. 
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16/181  Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee  
i) Planning Committee Meeting 6th December 2016 

Councillor Hall reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council 
adopt the recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 
 

               ii) Planning Committee Meeting 3rd January 2017 
Councillor Hall reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council 
adopt the recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 
 

         iii)Planning Application No. 17/00063/LBC 
After discussion it was proposed and seconded that Council recommend 
approval of this application for Redlynch House, Bruton. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0   
 

The next planning committee meeting will be held on Wednesday 8th 
February 2017. 

 
 
         iv) Dub Club Licence Refusal 

Councillor Pickering reported that she had spoken to Phil Harry to discuss 
the recent refusal of the Dub Club licence.  The Dub Club are aware that 
there were noise issues with its last event and this will be addressed in the 
future.  After consideration it was generally agreed that the Dub Club 
provides an important event for the young people of the town and it was 
proposed and seconded that, if asked by the Club, Councillor Pickering, on 
behalf of the Town Council, will write to the licensing authority in support 
of the Dub Club having its licence renewed. 

 
Resolution Adopted 10-1-0 

b) Services and Amenities Committee  
i) Update on sale of Eastfield Play Area 

The Clerk reported on a recent telephone conversation received from Rob 
Parr.  Tenders had been received and considered and it was confirmed 
that Parsons Landscapes have been awarded the contract.  A timeframe of 
end February to end April 2017 has been given for the build and 
completion. 
 
The Clerk has also informed Rob Parr of Dan Martin’s proposals to build a 
culvert between the site and Eastfield to reinforce current flood 
prevention measures.  The Clerk expressed the hope that any work 
undertaken will be done in a co-ordinated fashion. 

 
 

      ii) Sale of Eastfield Play Area 
The Clerk had contacted both SSDC and Hastoe Housing Association with 
regard to removing restrictive covenants to facilitate the sale of the land, 
and replies had been received.  However conditions put in place by SSDC 
could prove prohibitive.  The Clerk was instructed to get an opinion from 
NALC, to obtain a new valuation to reflect the covenants currently in 
place, and also to ask District Councillor Groskop to encourage SSDC to 
put money gained from any sale towards the new play area at Cuckoo Hill. 
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      iii) Durslade Community Garden 

Councillor Pickering reported on a meeting held with Alice Workman of 
Hauser & Wirth.  It was agreed that a chain be installed on the Park Wall 
entrance gate to prevent vehicle access. 
      

 
c)  Human Resources Committee Meeting 4th January 2017 

It was proposed and seconded that the recommendations of the Human 
Resources Committee be adopted. 

Resolution Adopted 10-0-1 
 

d)  Transport Committee 
          i)   Transport Committee Meeting 17th January 2017  

         Councillor Brownlow reported, highlighting the following: 

 The roundals for the 20mph limited will not be painted until the 
weather improves, probably March or April. 

 The surface of Darkey Lane is currently in a reasonable condition 
and previously proposed work will be deferred until such a time as 
the work is needed. 

 The new traffic order outside Church Bridge Stores has been 
generally well received. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Transport 
Committee meeting held on 17th January 2017 be adopted as a true and 
accurate record. 

 
Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 

 
         ii) Station Road Car Park 

Councillor Brownlow reported that he had replied to a resident who had 
requested lighting and security in the Station Road car park, stating that 
neither was possible as the car park is privately owned. 

 
         iii) Speedwatch Report 

Steve Turner reported to Council.  The Speedwatch Group is having a 
winter break at the moment but is happy to support the monitoring of the 
20mph zone.  The Speed Indicator Device is no longer working and a 
replacement is required, as the County Council is unlikely to help with 
repairs.  The cost of a new SID is likely to be in the region of £1,000 to 
£1,500 with an additional £500 for the software.  It was suggested that 
Bruton Rotary Club be approached for funding help.  A vote of thanks was 
given to Steve Turner and Tim Wilcox for their work within the Group. 

 
 
 At this point it was agreed to bring forward the item Bruton Community Partnership. 
 

             
     
16/182  Bruton Community Partnership  

Councillor Hood spoke of the plans for the fishpond path, explaining that there 
are a number of different avenues for funding.  It has been decided BCP will lead 
this project, however funding will be given from the Town Council.  It was 
reported that £1,000, of which £500 is earmarked for path project, is remaining 
from a grant given by the Town Council to BCP for the website.  It was agreed that 
this money be returned and any funding required for the path will need to be 
applied for separately. 
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16/183  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
  i) Precept 2017/2018 

Councillor Robinson presented the draft precept.  After consideration it 
was proposed and seconded to set the precept for 2017/2018 at £79,630.  
This represents a Band D increase of 21.51% on last year and will mean a 
Band D equivalent of £86.72, an increase of £15.35. 
 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 
 

  ii) F & GP Committee Meeting 10th January 2017 
Councillor Hall reported.  It was proposed and seconded that all other 
recommendations made by the F & GP Committee at its meeting on 10th 
January 2017 be adopted. 

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 
 
16/184 Communications Committee 

Councillor Anderton reported.  A website tender document has been prepared 
and will be distributed to all Councillors.  It is hoped to arrange a Committee 
meeting in early February.   

 
16/185 Tree in the Royal British Legion Memorial Garden 

Councillor Hall reported that the top section of a maple tree is split and needs 
attention.  The Clerk will instruct the new Grounds Maintenance Contractor to do 
the work. 

 
16/186 Town Flood Plan 

Councillor Hall reported that the recruitment for the working party is still 
ongoing. 
 

16/187  Town Plan 
Councillor Hood reported.  The analysis of the data is nearly complete and a 
meeting to present the conclusions to the Council and Bruton Community 
Partnership will take place on 7th February with a public document to be 
published after this time. 

 
 
16/188 Town Work Plan – review and exceptions reports 

The new format of the work plan has still to be agreed and it is hoped that a 
working party consisting of Councillors Karen Baker, Hood, Marsh and Robinson 
will meet soon. 

 
 

16/189 Reports: 
Town Councillors – Councillor Pickering reported that the information 
boards and leaflet holders have been erected.  A Bruton Calendar is to be put 
together for input from all town organisations. 
Councillor Crawford reported that the stream beyond the duck pond had been 
cleared. 
Councillor Marsh reported that a meeting is to take place between the 
Chamber of Commerce and a business rates advisor from SSDC on 30th January 
2017.  There will also be a breakfast networking meeting on 24th February. 
Councillor Brownlow reported that he is to attend a meeting on 31st January 
to discuss lighting at Cuckoo Hill.   He had also been invited to attend the recent 
SSDC  Annual Parish Meeting in Wincanton to talk about Lorrywatch. 
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Councillor Hood reported that he had spoken to Sparkford Parish Council 
about lorry movements in the village and is still attempting to contact Queen 
Camel. 
Councillor Anderton reported grants are available for flood prevention. 
Councillor Jones is to attend a workshop with Year 9 pupils from Sexeys and 
Sunny Hill Schools to analysis the town plan data. 
Councillor Robinson spoke of a recent playground inspection and emphasised 
the importance of weekly inspections. 
Chairman – Councillor Hall reported that he is to write an article on Bruton for 
the High Sheriff of Somerset. 

 
16/190  Items for next agenda 

Town Signs.  Councillors are asked to forward items for the next agenda to the 
Clerk by Monday 20th February 2017. 

 
16/191  Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

BT 
Andrea Hanco 
Moyra Morris 
Stuart Adlington 
Promedia 
K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
Pensions Trust 
K F McCarthy 
Stuart Anderton 
Stephen Spraggon 
Ben Taylor Photography 
Jocelyn Crawford 
Vodaphone 
Rural Vision Ltd. 
3 Counties Tree Services 
Cat’s Cafe 
At the Chapel 
The Bruton Castle 
Lisa Pickering 
K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
Pensions Trust 
Vodaphone 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 

Internet Services 
1st prize – Town Plan Survey 
2nd prize – Town Plan Survey 
3rd prize – Town Plan Survey 
Information boards 
Salary – December 2016 
Tax/NI – December 2016 
Employer Pension Cont.-Dec 16 
Expenses – Xmas tree lights 
Expenses – e-mail costs 
Image copyright licence 
Repro photo for publication 
Mileage re grit collection 
Phone bill to 30/11/16 
Peppercorn rent for JP 
Clear churchyard 
3rd quarter toilet lease 
3rd quarter toilet lease 
3rd quarter toilet lease 
Purchase of leaflet holders 
Salary – January 2017 
Tax/NI – January 2017 
Employer Pension Cont.-Jan 17 
Phone bill to 31/12/16 
Stationery inc. printer cartridges 
and products for loo 

£146.72 
£150.00 
£50.00 
£50.00 

£576.60 
£1230.97 
£282.92 

£58.55 
£38.14 

£237.69 
£70.00 
£70.00 
£18.00 
£22.81 
£1.00 

£780.00 
£166.25 
£166.25 
£166.25 
£38.25 

£1201.75 
£262.43 

£56.74 
£18.00 

£487.80 

    
Resolution Adopted 9-0-2 

16/192  Correspondence 
1. SSDC    Street Trading Policy Consultation 
2. Avon & Somerset Police Policing Plan 
3. NALC    LCR Magazine Winter 2016 
4. The Pensions Regulator Declation of compliance 
5. Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine – January 2017 
6. SLCC    The Clerk Magazine – January 2017 

 
16/193 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 

No members of the public were present. 
 

16/194 Suspension of Financial Regulations 
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It was proposed and seconded to suspend financial regulations for the next item 
“Jubilee Park Development Programme” as per regulation 11.c due to the lack of 
firms available to tender. 

 Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 
 
16/195 Jubilee Park Development Programme 

Councillor Marsh reported.  Very productive meetings had been held and 
invitations to quote for delivery and supply were sent to floodlight and MUGA 
equipment companies.  The deadline for quotes will be 3rd February 2017.  A 
meeting is due to take place on 10th February to discuss the tenders.  It is hoped 
that tenders for the construction of the MUGA will go out on 20th February with 
a deadline date for response of 17th March.  After this time it is hoped that 
enough information will be accumulated to submit a planning application.   
 
The recruitment of a project manager was then discussed.  Only one company had 
been available to tender.  It was therefore proposed and seconded that Slade 
Parry Chartered Surveyors of Yeovil be appointed as Project Manager for the 
Jubilee Park Development Programme.  

Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 
 

16/196 Website Image Copyright 
A letter recently received regarding website copyright infringements had 
previously been distributed to Councillors.  Information requested will be 
provided and the Clerk was instructed to reply to the letter. 

 
16/197 Land at Tolbury – Community Project 

Councillor Hood updated Council about a Community Group which has been set 
up to discuss options concerning a piece of land for sale in the town. 

 
16/198 Bruton Unionist Club 
  Councillor Robinson reported.  It was proposed and seconded that: 

i) Council agrees to continue working with the Bruton Unionist Club to 
explore a collaborative approach to providing community facilities and 
services in the future; 

ii) To further this work, Council authorises the Clerk, in consultation with 
Councillor Robinson, to apply for a Community Right to Bid pre-
feasibility grant from Locality; 

iii) Council agrees to establish a working party, consisting of Councillors 
Brownlow, Hall, Marsh and Robinson to oversee the actions agreed in 
motions 1 and 2 above. 

   Resolution Adopted 11-0-0 
 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 

Action Points  
1.     Write re Dub Club licence if requested – LP 
2. Eastfield play area – opinion from NALC, valuation with covenents – Clerk 
3. Request SSDC put money gained from sale to Cuckoo Hill play area – Clerk 
4. Chain to be purchased and installed for Durslade entrance gate – Clerk 
5. Request Rotary Club for funding help re SID – Clerk/MB 
6. Instruct Grounds Contractor re maple tree – Clerk 
7. Letter re copyright - Clerk 


