
 

 

 

 

   
 

 
Minutes of Transport Committee Meeting held in the  
Community Office, Bruton  
on Tuesday 21st March 2017 at 7.30pm 
 
Present:   Councillors Brownlow, Hall and Jones  
In the Chair:  Councillor Brownlow  
In Attendance: The Clerk, Steve Turner 
 
 
1.   Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Anderton, Hood and Pickering. 
 
2.  Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 
 

3. Minutes of Meeting 17th January 2017 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th January 
2017 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 3-0-0 
4.  Matters Arising 

There were none. 
 
5.  Update on Plox/Silver Street Traffic Calming 

A meeting took place on 17th March which included Councillors Brownlow and Jones 
along with the Head of Kings School, Colin Fletcher, Anna Groskop and Fin McNab.  
The following was discussed: 

 Plans are being put in place although a definite scheme has still to be devised. 

 Work could take as long as 18 months to 2 years to start within the small 
improvement grant scheme, but only 3 months to start if privately funded. 

 The school is looking at ways to go down the self-funded route. 
 
6.  20mph  

i) Publicity 
Councillor Brownlow has written a press release to go to the Western Gazette.  
There has not been a specific article in the Dove although the scheme has been 
mentioned in other articles published.  An article will also be put on the website.  
It was reported by Steve Turner that two further volunteers will be required by 
Speedwatch. 

ii) 20mph Signs/Zone Modifications 
All the roundals have been completed.  The sign in the hedge on the Frome Road 
is to be moved.  The sign at Godminster should be changed from 30mph to 
20mph.  Members of the public have been split in their opinions of the drawings 
on the 20mph signs.  

 



 

 
7. New Sid 

Steve Turner spoke to Committee and produced details of quotations from two 
companies for new SIDs.  It was also reported that Wanstrow PC is keen to purchase a 
new SID and consideration was given as to whether purchasing two together would 
save money.  It was reported that of the two quotations received, the County Council 
preferred the company offering the more expensive SID although an e-mail had been 
received from Councillor Hood questioning the justification for purchasing the more 
expensive model.  Committee would like to recommend to full Council that a new SID 
be purchased with underspend money from the Kings School scheme.  A third 
quotation will be sought and Wanstrow and Pitcombe contacted to negotiate a possible 
sharing of some costs.  Councillor Brownlow then showed Committee examples of 
20mph dustbin stickers although no decision was made. 

 
8. Damage to Road Signs by Hedge Trimmers 

Councillor Jones produced pictures showing the recent damage caused by Hedge 
Trimmers.  The Clerk will report the damage to County Highways. 

 
9. Update on A361 and HGVs 
 In the absence of Councillor Hood, this item was deferred. 
 
10. Library Junction 

i) Reconfiguration of No Entry Sign to High Street 
It was reported that alterations to the library junction could be funded through 
the Small Improvement Grant scheme.  Colin Fletcher feels there is already 
sufficient evidence for the grant application and the design work could be 
prepared afterwards.  Committee would like to recommend to full Council that a 
bid be made to the Small Improvement Grant scheme with Councillor Jones to 
submit evidence from the Town Plan to Anna Groskop. 

 ii) Tenders for long term solutions for the Junction 
£5K has been allocated for a feasibility study of the Library Junction, but as 
there is hope that the Small Improvement Grant will cover this work, Committee 
would like to propose to full Council that the scope for the feasibility study be 
broadened to cover the High Street and Quaperlake Street. 

 
11. Enforcement of disabled spaces 

This item has already been discussed and agreed at the last full Council meeting in 
February 2017. 
 
At this point it was agreed to take items 12, 14 and 15 together. 

 
12. Traffic Issues by Primary School/Ramp from Community Kids to Primary 

School/Consider creating a “Transport and Travel Strategy” 
A parent had recently reported being hit by a wing-mirror from a passing car at the 
primary school.  Councillor Brownlow has spoken to the Head and it is generally agreed 
that the traffic problems are getting worse, with many instances of inconsiderate 
parking by parents.  The idea of a foot ramp between the primary school and adjoining 
car park is popular and SSDC, as owner of the car park, has been approached.  The 
District has stated that any project must be Town Council led.  Support would be 
required from the PSA and School Governors and three tenders would need to be 
obtained.  Councillor Hall questioned whether the Town Council could take the lead 
when it is a school problem on District Council land. 
Councillor Brownlow then spoke of the need to prepare a Transport and Travel 
Strategy which should be incorporated as part of the Town Plan. 



 

 
 

13. Path from Durslade Allotments to Railway Bridge 
The path needs improvements as it becomes very muddy in the winter, which 
encourages people to walk on the potentially dangerous road.  Three tenders have been 
received by the Bruton Trust with one preferred bidder who is also approved by Hauser 
& Wirth and King’s School.  The project is to be joint funded by Hauser & Wirth and 
Bruton Trust, with visible support required from the Town Council. 

 
14. Spreadsheet of ongoing Travel and Transport Problems 
 A secondary spreadsheet is to be prepared as part of the Town Work Plan. 
 
 
 
 
Members of Committee are advised that they should consider these matters in the exercise of 
their functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any 
disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Copies of plans reports 
and correspondence mentioned above may be inspected at the Council Office during opening 
hours or by appointment. 


