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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 30th May 2017 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hall, Hood, Jones, 

Marsh, Robinson and Sida   
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 County and District Councillor Groskop 
 
 
17/015  Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Abi Baker and Pickering. 
 
17/016 Declarations of Interests 

Councillor Robinson declared a personal and prejudicial interest “Planning 
Committee Meeting 23rd May 2017”. 
 

17/017  Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th May 2017 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 17th May 
2017 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 10-0-0  
 
17/018 Co-option of New Councillor 

There were two candidates.  After voting by Councillors it was proposed and 
seconded that Vicki Haselgrove be co-opted as a councillor to fill the current 
vacancy and was duly elected. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
Due to the declaration form being unavailable for signature, it was proposed and 
seconded that the Declaration of Acceptance of Form be signed before the next 
meeting. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
At this point Vick Haselgrove left the meeting. 
 

17/019 Public Question Time 
Peter Underwood spoke about future plans for the Citizens Advice Bureau and a 
presentation will be given at the next full Council Meeting.  It was agreed that the 
Communications Committee will discuss prior to the presentation. 
John Bishton spoke of two planning applications in Quaperlake Street. 

 
17/020 Action Points from Previous Meeting held on 25th April 2017 

The Clerk reported on the action points from the previous meeting held on 25th 
April 2017.   A Services & Amenities meeting has still to be arranged to discuss the 
town site visit.  The SSDC playground inspection service for 2017 has been 
booked.  A letter of thanks to the litter pickers has still to be sent.  A copy of the 
grant conditions has been sent to all grant recipients.  The Heritage Lottery Fund 
letter has been returned to sender.  A letter has been sent to the Grounds 
Contractor informing him of Council’s decision re the mower.  All other items are 
on the agenda. 
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17/021 Reports from County and District Councillor 

Councillor Groskop had been re-elected as County Councillor and reported on the 
reshuffle within the County Council. 
The following was also reported: 

 The planning application for land at Burrowfield House has been signed-
off. 

 A response has been sent about the rerouted footpath at Darkey Lane 
emphasising that safety of the new route should be paramount. 

 A meeting is to take place to clarify the use for the Small Improvements 
Fund. 
 

17/022 Reports from Committees 
a) Planning Committee 

i) Planning Committee Meeting 26th April 2017 
Councillor Hall reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council 
adopt the recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
            
  At this point Councillor Robinson withdrew from the meeting. 
 

        ii) Planning Committee Meeting 23rd May 2017 
Councillor Jones reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council 
adopt the recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

Resolved 9-0-0 
 

b)  Services and Amenities Committee 
      i) Jubilee Park Development Programme 

 Councillor Marsh updated Council on the latest progress of the 
MUGA application.   

 The Planning Application has been submitted and a decision is 
expected by 23rd June.  The Wildlife Trust have requested an 
environmental impact statement.   

 A funding application with Viridor credits has now passed the 
“pre-filter” stage and a meeting has been organised with Nick 
Berry of Viridor on 15th June with Councillor Robinson and Gary 
Slade.  Other Councillors are welcome to attend.   

 A maintenance plan has been previously circulated. 

 Plans to extend the lease are not considered urgent at this time for 
the MUGA but will need to be discussed once future plans for the 
pavilion take place. 
 
a) It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt a 

proposal that the MUGA 10 year Repairs and Maintenance 
plan, including details of sinking fund arrangements of 
£2,315.00 pa be allocated in future precepts.  

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
b) It was proposed and seconded that Council authorise the 

Town Clerk to accept the SSDC 106 offer of £48,024.00 
dated 4th April 2017. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
c) It was proposed and seconded that Council authorise the 

Town Clerk and/or Councillor Marsh to submit any 
additional documentation to SSDC required by the offer. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
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        ii) Update on Cuckoo Hill Play Area 
The building of the play area is in progress but not yet completely 
finished.  The issue of dog signs was discussed with District Councillor 
Groskop stating that the signs should be installed by the District Council 
as a public health issue.  The drawbacks of a sand pit were also discussed 
as were future leasing agreements.   The trees currently screening the play 
area from neighbouring houses are to be inspected.  This item will be 
discussed in more detail at the next Services and Amenities Committee 
meeting and then brought back to full Council. 
 

iii) Sale of Eastfield Play Area 
 The Clerk is still awaiting a response from Hastoe Housing and this item 

will be discussed again next time. 
 

iv) Man on Bench 
 It was reported that the sculptor has given the council three months to 

raise £12,500 which is half of the required purchase price £25,000.  
Councillor Crawford is leading the fund raising and will set up a Steering 
Group.  A poster is to be produced to display in the Community Office and 
an e-mail is to be sent to all members of the public who had previously 
pledged money.  A pledge form will be set up on the website.  Thanks were 
expressed to Rob Carter and Nick de Bruyne who helped with the poster.  
The production of a T-shirt and possible access to S137 money will be 
investigated.  The Bruton Community Partnership and the Bruton Festival 
of Arts have both offered the use of their bank accounts for the pledging of 
money.  The Clerk was instructed to add the sculpture to the Town 
Council insurance at a value of £45,000. 

 
c)  Finance Committee 

Councillor Robinson reported that a start has been made on the risk 
assessment procedures and this item will be finalised at the next Finance & 
General Purposes Committee.  The major risks identified are the play areas 
and the walls.  Councillor Karen Baker has been inspecting the play areas and 
was advised to put her findings in writing using a template already in place.  
The churchyard wall has collapsed in one or two areas and the PCC may also 
help with this together with Bruton Trust. 
Councillors were reminded that in future risk must be taken into account on 
all new projects. 

 
  d) Transport Committee 

Councillor Brownlow reported the following: 

 No further action can be taken regarding the construction of a 
driveway in Uphills. 

 It is proposed to take loose gravel from Quaperlake Street and 
place on Darkey Lane. 

 Steve Turner reported that speedwatch is going well with speeds 
generally reduced in Plox since the 20mph zone came into effect. 

 The SID is expected to last the summer but will need replacing in 
the Autumn.  The Parish Council at Wanstrow has expressed an 
interest in sharing costs. 

 Councillors are due to meet with Kings School to discuss proposed 
works in Plox.  There is now a short-fall of funds for this project. 

 The library junction needs recommendations for the area as a 
whole.  A suggestion that an application for a small improvement 
loan be withdrawn and replaced with the Plox scheme was not well 
received, with it being stated that the Plox was not a priority on the 
Town Plan. 
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It was proposed and seconded that the discussion on a feasibility study 
document be delegated to the Transport Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

  e) Communications Committee 
Councillor Anderton reported.  A meeting to discuss the way forward for 
the town website is to be arranged. 
 

17/023 Internal Audit Report and Audit Annual Return for the year ending 
31st March 2017 
The internal audit report for quarter 4 was presented.  The Audit Annual return 
was not completed due to an objection from Councillor Hood. 

    
17/024 Insurance 

It was proposed and seconded that as from 1st June 2017 the Town Council 
Insurance cover be renewed with Aon UK Ltd. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
17/025 Town Plan 

Councillor Hood reported. 
i) It was proposed and seconded that the text of the Town Plan, a design 

brief for “summary” Town Plan and a document listing items highlighted 
but not included in the Town Plan be adopted.  

      Resolved 10-0-0 
ii) It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the Town Plan. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

17/026  Footpath WN5/9 at Darkey Lane, Bruton 
The Clerk was instructed to comment to SCC that the diversion to the above 
footpath is considered a good and acceptable proposition. 

 
17/027 Terms of Reference for Committees 

Councillor Robinson reported that this work is in progress and clarification on 
certain points is required.  This item will be discussed again at a later meeting.  

 
17/028 Reports: 

Town Councillors – Councillor Brownlow recently attended the Kings 
Commemorative Service at the invitation of the Head as Chair of the Transport 
Committee. 
Councillor Crawford reported that a use for the telephone box as an 
information centre had been suggested.  This is be put on the next agenda. 
Councillor Marsh thanked Councillors Abi Baker and Pickering for their work 
organising another excellent Packhorse Fair. 
Councillor Jones reported he had walked the river from Gants Mill to Batts 
Hole with representatives of the Wild Trout Trust.  A report will be made and a 
presentation will be given at an open meeting 
Councillor Robinson reported complaints about parking in Cox’s Close. 
Councillor Anderton reported an issue of inconsiderate parking in 
Burrowfield Close resulting in the grass verge being badly damaged. 
Chairman – Councillor Hall also recorded his thanks to Councillors Abi Baker 
and Pickering for their contribution to the Packhorse Fair. 

 
 
17/029 Items for next agenda 

Presentation by CAB.  Telephone Box.  Sale of Eastfield Play Area.  Councillors 
are asked to forward items for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 19th June 
2017. 
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17/030   Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
 

Martin Goodland 
Chamber of Commerce 
K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
Pensions Trust 
Wincanton Print Co. Ltd. 
Bruton Community Hall 
Bruton Trust 
Phil Simpson 
Bellitudo 
Vodaphone 
BT 
Amanda Riley 
Opus Energy 
 

Grounds maintenance April 17 
Step into Bruton contribution 
Salary – May 2017 
Tax/NI – May 2017 
Employer Pension Cont.-Apr 17 
6 x information boards 
Hall rental for April meeting 
Abbey Fields aerial survey 
Website technical maint. Apr/May 
Water bill contribution re loo 
Phone bill to 30/4/17 
Internet Services 
Town Plan banner 
Electricity bill to 20/5/17 
 

£888.00 
£1000.00 
£1319.65 
£326.91 
£63.40 

£117.60 
£12.00 

£247.50 
£75.00 
£55.90 
£21.59 

£130.80 
£31.69 
£37.68 

 
Resolved 10-0-0 

17/031 Correspondence 
1. TS5C    Grant Request 
2. War Memorial Trust  Magazine – May 2017 
3. Clerks and Councils Direct Magazine – May 2017 
4. SLCC    The Clerk Magazine – May 2017 
5. Sexey’s School   Work experience confirmation 
 

17/032 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 
It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
17/033 Fishponds Path 

Councillor Hood reported.  The Clerk was instructed to contact King’s School to 
arrange a meeting. 

 
 
 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 

Action Points  
1.     Cuckoo Hill play area – S & A Committee 
2. Man on Bench added to insurance – Clerk 
3. Risk Assessments – F&GP Committee 
4. Contact Kings School re Fishponds path – Clerk 

 
 


