
 
 
Minutes of the Bruton Annual Town Meeting, held on Wednesday 17th May 
2017 in Bruton Community Hall at 7:30 pm 
 
In the Chair: The Mayor, Councillor Steven Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 
Present:   Eleven Town Councillors and 13 residents 
            
 

1) Welcome by the Mayor, Steven Hall 

The Chairman, Cllr Steven Hall, welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

 

2) Minutes of the Town Meeting held on 17th May 2016 

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on 17th May 2016 were approved 

as a correct record of the meeting. 

 

3) Report of the Town Council for the year 2016-2017 

The Mayor presented a detailed written report, a copy of which is reproduced 
below.  

 
“Year on year it seems Bruton Town Council gets busier and 2016/17 has, 
perhaps, been the busiest to date.  We have still seen a fairly high turnover of 
Councillors but fortunately we seem to have settled on an active core group. 

 
Of particular note in this last year is the number of projects that have been, or are 
close to, completion.  The town 20mph zone, the Cole Road traffic calming 
scheme, the setting up of the town speed watch group, the renewal of the town 
information boards, the town plan, the MUGA as part of the Jubilee Park 
Development Programme and the play area at Cuckoo Hill. 

  
As those projects come to a conclusion, others are still ongoing, the Jubilee Park 
Development Programme being perhaps the most significant along with traffic 
calming in Silver Street.  Exploratory talks with Bruton Unionist Club about joint 
use of their premises are in their infancy but could prove to be ultimately very 
significant for the town. 

 
This activity however has come at a financial cost.  Coupled with the grants the 
Town Council gives annually and certain increasing costs due to a greater set of 
Council responsibilities, the precept was raised by 13.54% this year, the third year 
of increases. 

 
Our soon to be published town plan has, I believe, given us a mandate for these 
increases and will allow us to focus our resources effectively and exactly where 
they are needed in accordance with the wishes of the town. 

 



Planning has been increasingly busy with the Landhouse development set to start 
soon after a number of delays.  Once again future development, where it occurs, 
will be, we hope, dictated by our town plan. 

 
Not everything has gone entirely to plan.  The sale of the Eastfield play area has 
been thwarted for a number of reasons and reminds us that proper planning for 
everything is essential.  Currently, the Council is not sure the sale will go ahead. 

 
The asset transfer of the Community Office buildings, the Tolbury carpark and 
District’s land holdings has also stalled, mainly due, it seems, to a change of 
policy at the District Council. 

 
I have not however given up on this. 

 
All in all this past year has, I believe, been one of the busiest and perhaps most 
successful of recent times.  I would like to thank all the organisations and 
individuals who have supported Bruton Town Council this year - Bruton 
Community Partnership, Bruton Trust, Speedwatch and our schools, amongst 
others. 

 
I would also like to thank everyone on the Council for all their hard work this 
year, but in particular Councillor John Marsh for his work on the JPDP, 
Councillors Ewan Jones and James Hood for their work on the town plan, and 
Councillor Mike Brownlow for his unstinting efforts to get Bruton’s traffic 
problems under some form of control. 

 
Finally I would like to thank our District and County Councillor Anna Groskop 
for everything she has continued to do for the town of Bruton, and our very own 
Town Clerk, Kathy McCarthy, who manages to keep order in what is becoming an 
extremely busy Town Council.  Thanks Kathy!” 

 

4) Report of District/County Councillor 

Cllr Groskop gave a verbal report; the key points were as follows: 

 

 As always, it had been an honour to represent Bruton at SSDC and SCC for 

the year. 

 Planning issues are the most contentious. 

 More recycling has meant that less refuse is going to landfill. 

 SSDC helps with the re-generation of towns, supporting local play areas 

and buses. 

 Sport provision in Bruton will be greatly improved with the new Multi Use 

Games Area to be installed at Jubilee Park and thanks are given in 

particular to Town Councillor John Marsh for his efforts on this project. 

 SCC has assisted with traffic problems in the town and thanks are due in 

particular to Town Councillor Mike Brownlow for his work on Highways 

issues. 

 Thanks were extended to all the groups and volunteers in Bruton.  Due to 

their efforts, there are activities to take part in everyday in the town. 

 Thanks are due for the help given by the whole Community who do so 

much to make Bruton a great place to live. 



5) Reports from Town Organisations 

i) Mr Austin Fews attended on behalf of Bruton United Football Club and 

provided a written report at the meeting, a copy of which is included as an 

appendix to these minutes. 

ii) Mrs. Pat Whittock attended on behalf of the Mini Day-Care Centre.  She 

was pleased to report that the number of members hasn’t decreased this 

year and the group is currently coping very well financially.  The Town 

Council was thanked for it continued support. 

iii) Mr Aidan McDonald attended on behalf of Bruton Christmas Event. The 

event in 2016 was very successful with increased revenue (19 stalls) and 

decreased costs (more volunteers to put up the tree lights).  It is planned to 

set up a Bruton Events Group to organise future Christmas events and a 

start has already been made towards organising the 2017 event.    Thanks 

were given to the volunteers who help each year. 

iv) Mr Nick Scott attended on behalf of the Friends of Bruton Railway Station 

and thanked Council very warmly for the grant, which was spent on 

planting materials for the station and on the website which is used all over 

the world including China, the USA and Russia.  The summer timetables 

will apply from next Sunday and it is still uncertain what will happen after 

4th August when SW Rail loses its contract.  Hopefully the present level of 

service will continue.  The Clerk thanked Nick for his work in producing 

the bus timetables for the town for which the demand is high.  

v) Mrs Bernie Page and Mrs Carmel Page attended on behalf of the Jubilee 

Park Pavilion and thanked the Town Council for its continued financial 

support, last year’s money having contributed to emptying the septic tank 

on the site.  Carmel also thanked the organisers of the Spiral of Light for 

leaving Jubilee Park very clean and tidy after their event earlier in the 

year.   

vi) Mr. Ed Tickner attended on behalf of Bruton Trust.  Thanks were given to 

the Town Council for the grant, which was mainly spent on the Fishponds, 

this project being undertaken with input from the Bruton Community 

Partnership.  Historic England had given permission for archaeological 

investigations and samples of the water were taken.  The go-ahead has 

now been given for future works.  A report from the Trust can be found on 

the Bruton website. 

vii) Mr. Douglas Leamond attended on behalf of Bruton Museum.  Thanks 

were given for the grant, which has been used toward overheads such as 

rent.  It is also important for the Museum to receive grants from other 

organisations.  Volunteers are essential for the Museum to continue and 

thanks were given to all who help.  Currently people are being trained to 

act as interviewers for the Oral History project.  If anyone wishes to be 

interviewed, they are requested to let the Museum know.  The accessibility 

lift is currently being repaired and should be working soon. 

viii) A letter of thanks had been received from Citizens Advice Bureau and this 

was read to the meeting. 

 

 

 

 



6) Open Forum  

A question was asked regarding the current situation regarding Man 

on the Bench. 

The statue has been on display in the town for two years now.  Giles Penny, the 

sculptor, has been contacted and if an agreement over payment can be reached 

the statue will be left in Riverside Walk, otherwise it will be removed.  

Fundraising had previously been undertaken with mixed success, but there does 

appear to be a desire in the town to purchase the statue and pledges have been 

given.  Grants may be available and a group has been set up to co-ordinate 

efforts. 

 

A question was asked about enforcement of traffic speeds in the town. 

Although there is now an active, albeit small, Speedwatch team in the town, only 

the police have the power to enforce the law.  It was reported that the police have 

been in town and people have been caught speeding.  First offenders have a 

warning, second offenders receive a visit from the police.  There are plans to buy 

a new Speed Indicator Device for the town.  It was suggested that the 

enforcement of the speed limit should be a PACT priority. 

 

There being no further questions or discussion, the meeting was closed and the 

Chairman thanked councillors and residents for attending. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed……………………………………………………… 

 

Date........................................... 

 

 


