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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 26th September 2017 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hall, Hood, Jones, 

Marsh, Pickering and Robinson   
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
  
17/091  Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Abi Baker, Haselgrove and Sida and 
County and District Councillor Groskop. 

 
17/092 Declarations of Interests 

Councillor Anderton declared a personal interest in item 15 “Payments” as a 
cheque recipient. 
 

17/093 Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th August 2017 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 29th 
August 2017 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 10-0-0  
17/094 Public Question Time 

There were no questions this time. 
 
17/095 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported.  A rubbish bin has still to be placed at the Station Road car 
park and the contractor will be contacted.  Letters of support have been sent for 
the football club defibrillator and an Area East artificial grass pitch.  A letter of 
protest has been sent to the pheasant shoot organisers.  Transfer of the Rivers 
grant has been confirmed.  Councillor Robinson confirmed that the organisation 
of a business planning workshop is in hand.  All other items are on the agenda. 

 
17/096 Reports from County and District Councillor 
  There was no report this time. 
 
17/097 Trees 
  i) Appointment of Tree Warden 

It was proposed and seconded that Emma Donavon replace Councillor 
Hall as Tree Warden. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

  ii) Report for Beech Tree at Jubilee Park 
Emma Donavon presented a report to Council of the damaged beech tree 
at Jubilee Park, a copy of which forms a part of these minutes.  The SSDC 
tree officer has confirmed that District will not use its resources for what 
is a parish responsibility and therefore it was proposed and seconded that 
Emma, in consultation with the Clerk, go ahead with a tree survey on the 
basis of the quotation received, the results of which will be brought back 
to full Council at its next meeting. 



 

25 
 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
17/098 Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee 
i) Planning Committee Meeting 13th September 2017 

Councillor Hall reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council 
adopt the recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0       
       

b)  Services and Amenities Committee 
      i) Youth Shelter 

Councillor Robinson updated Council on the latest developments.  
Councillor Robinson has spoken to one of the campaign organisers who 
has expressed an interest in joining the Committee. 

  
         

ii) MUGA 
 Councillor Marsh reported that the build is currently on track to be 

finished mid-October with an early November opening.  A problem arose 
when the equipment arrived without a fork-lift to unload, but this was 
quickly remedied with thanks to Gordon Fry and Redlynch Engineering. 

 
The tarmac originally agreed is non-porous and therefore needs a greater 
degree of angle to enable water to run-off.  The more expensive porous 
tarmac is therefore more suitable and the extra cost has been authorised.   
To mitigate the extra cost Councillor Marsh proposed that an amendment, 
reducing the pathway, be made. 

       Resolved 10-0-0 
 

Attempts are still being made to collect a short-fall from one donor 
following the fund raising event held at the Chapel, however it was stated 
that the project is still affordable even if this pledge is not forth-coming. 
 
A grand opening is planned for Saturday 4th November at which the press 
will be invited. 
 
The MUGA will be included in the Council Insurance from 4th November 
2017. 

 
 
iii) S106 Play Area Money 
 Councillor Robinson reported that £7,260 has to be spent on play 

equipment at Jubilee Park by the end of the year, otherwise the money 
will be lost.  It was proposed and seconded that the Services & Amenities 
Committee be given delegated authority to progress this project to 
completion. 

Resolved 10-0-0  
 
iv) Jubilee Park Pavilion Trust 

A letter received from the Trust was read to the meeting asking for 
permission to put a chained fence and gate directly outside the building.  
The Clerk was instructed to reply asking for more information regarding 
materials and whether other interested groups had been consulted, 
particularly the Friends of Sexey’s Hosptial. 
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c)  Finance Committee 
i) Finance & General Purposes Meeting 12th September 2017 
 The minutes of the F&GP Committee meeting held on 12th September 

2017 had been previously distributed.  In particular Councillor Jones 
reported the following: 

 Councillor Robinson will meet with Peter Seib and not Henry 
Hobhouse to discuss the Eastfield play area. 

 Committee resolved that the S106 funding from Cox’s Close of 
£2,887.79 for pitch maintenance be passed directly to the football 
club. 

 Committee wish to recommend to full Council that the financial risk 
strategy document be used as a framework to Council with all other 
committees considering risk as an item on their agendas. 

 Committee wish to recommend that a separate Committee for Land 
and Property be created. 

 Committee wish to recommend that a reduced toilet scheme provision 
be provided by the Town Council in the future. 

It was proposed and seconded that the recommendations of the F&GP 
Committee be adopted. 

  Resolved 10-0-0 
 

ii) Suspension of Standing Orders 
It was proposed and seconded that Council suspend standing orders to 
revoke resolution minute no. 17/058 c) ii) in order to allow further 
consideration on the issue. 

 
iii) Change of Bank Account 

The Clerk reported that after speaking to representative of HSBC, it has 
been agreed that the Council’s bank accounts will remain free of charge. 
It was therefore proposed and seconded that the Council’s bank accounts 
remain with HSBC. 

 Resolved 10-0-0 
 
        iv) Conclusion of External Audit for year ended 31st March 2017 

The Clerk reported that the certified Annual Return for the year ended 
31st March 2017 has been received from the External Auditors and the 
Notice of Conclusion of Audit will be posted on the website. 
 

        v) Budget Process for 2017/2018 
All Committees were reminded to review and agree details for next year’s 
budget before the next Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting 
in November. 

 
  d) Transport Committee 

Councillor Brownlow reported.  County and District Councillor Anna 
Groskop has undergone Small Improvement Scheme training and has put 
forward the Kings and Library Junction schemes for grants. 

 
17/099 Cemetery 

It was proposed and seconded that a paving surround on grave number 89, as per 
plans received, be approved. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
       
17/100 Terms of Reference for Committees 

The Terms of Reference document was previously distributed by Councillor 
Robinson.  The document was amended and it was then proposed and seconded 
that Council approve the amended Terms of Reference for Committees. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
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17/101  Town Plan – Update on review with Town Groups 19th Sept 2017 

Councillor Hood reported.  Although the meeting was sparsely attended, 
decisions were made and a chart was produced summarising the lead 
organisations for each task, timings and costings.  A memorandum of 
understanding will be drawn up.  
 

17/102 Bruton Community Partnership 
It was reported that the BPC has done everything it can to recover the 
outstanding MUGA money from the last remaining donor.  Councillor Jones gave 
a brief report on the BrueCrew. 

 
17/103 Reports: 

Town Councillors – Councillor Pickering reported on the latest fund 
raising for the Man on a Bench.  The duck race raised almost £500 and it is 
planned to make this an annual event for community fund raising. 
Councillor Crawford reported that pledges for MoB can be made on the 
website and asked whether the Church dinner could merge with the MoB dinner. 
Councillor Brownlow reported that he had been asked by a resident for a dog 
bin to be installed at Uphills and also for an update about a use for the telephone 
box. 
Councillor Marsh reported that the football club has purchased a defibrillator 
and may well ask for a grant for outdoor housing to make the facility available to 
all. 
Councillor Anderton reported that he had corrected recent problems with the 
town website.  For the time being the current volunteer will maintain the diary, 
and Councillor Anderton will edit the site until further volunteers can be found. 
Councillor Jones reported that he had spoken with Joshua Read about 
economic development. 
Councillor Robinson reported that a local government consultation is under 
way and local councils may need to show evidence of future savings.  Councillor 
Brownlow has been nominated for Councillor of the Year and is in the final list of 
eight. 
Chairman – Nothing to report this time. 

 
17/104 Items for next agenda 

Risk Management Scheme.  Tree Report.  Councillors are asked to forward items 
for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 23rd October 2017. 

 
17/105   Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

BT 
Hussan UK Ltd. 
Bill the Butcher 
K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
Pensions Trust 
Grant Thornton 
Phil Simpson 
EM Accounts 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 
Slade Parry 
Stuart Anderton 
Martin Goodland 
Opus Energy 
Colin Maude 
William Bonner 
Play UK Playgrounds 

Adoption of phone kiosk 
25% payment of MUGA equipment 
From Spiral of Light grant 
Salary – September 2017 
Tax/NI – September 2017 
Employer Pension Cont.-Sept. 17 
External Audit Fee 
Maintenance of websites – Aug 17 
1st Quarter internal audit fee 
Toilet and printer products  
Project Management Services 
Reimbursement Google services 
Grounds maintenance Sept 2017 
Electricity bill to 19/9/17 
Refund allotment fee/lost items 
General maintenance repairs 
MUGA works fees – 1st Stage 

£1.00 
£5511.90 
£103.77 

£1319.65 
£326.91 
£63.40 

£360.00 
£75.00 
£50.00 

£186.85 
£797.10 
£306.35 

£1065.60 
£27.92 
£34.85 

£125.00 
£14,922.00 

Resolved 10-0-0 
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17/106 Correspondence 

1. Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine – September 2017 
2. NALC    LCR Magazine – Autumn 2017 
3. SLCC    The Clerk Magazine – September 2017 
4. BHIB Insurance Brokers Change of insurance broker 
5. Colin Maude   Complaint re allotments 
 
 

17/107  Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 
There were no members of the public present. 
 
 

17/108 Unionist Club 
Councillor Jones updated Council on the latest situation.  On Councillor 
Groskop’s advice, a meeting was arranged with Tim Cook.  SSDC may be able to 
help with a surveyor.  Once a decision has been made by the Unionist Club, a 
solicitor will need to be appointed.  The Community Council for Somerset has 
been consulted.  Councillors are invited to attend the AGM of the Unionist Club 
on 11th October. 
 

 
17/109 County Fields 

Councillor Brownlow reported that no further information is available at the 
present time. 

 
 
17/110  Fishponds Path 

There is resistance to the upgrading of the path.  Councillor Hood will try to 
arrange a meeting with the Governors of Kings School. 

 
 
17/111  Library Junction and High Street Feasibility Tenders 

It was agreed that this work will be undertaken in two phases due to budget 
restraints.  It was therefore proposed and seconded that Fin McNab be awarded 
the contract to provide a feasibility study for the library junction only. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 
 
 

Action Points  
1.    Obtain tree report – ED 
2.   Insure MUGA – Clerk 
3.   Opening of MUGA – All 
4.   Buy play equipment for JP – S & A Committee 
5.   Reply re fence @ JP - Clerk  
 


