
 

 

 

 

   
 

 
Minutes of the Land and Property Committee Meeting held in the  
Community Office, Bruton  
on Tuesday 30th January 2018 at 7.30pm 
 
Present:   Councillors Brownlow, Hall, Hood, Jones, Pickering, Robinson and Sida
  
In the Chair:  Councillor Jones  
In Attendance: The Clerk 
 
 
1. Apologies for Absence 

There were none. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 
 

3. Unionist Hall 
a) Business Plan 

Councillor Hood had written a business plan.  The document was explained but 
as it had only been distributed that evening, discussion could not take place 
until everyone had had the chance to read it.  Funding was discussed with a lorry 
aggregate levy to be considered, together with lottery funding and an application 
to Viridor. 
The business plan will be put to full Council once committee has provided 
feedback. 

 
 b) Conveyancing 

It was reported that the Town Council and Unionist Club solicitors are now in 
communication with each other.  The Unionist Club will discuss the matter 
further at its AGM at the end of March and would like the conveyancing ready 
for this meeting.  The Club will then decide if the Town Council can proceed.  
However Councillor Robinson warned that we should not be rushed into a 
decision as fire and asbestos investigations will need to be undertaken before 
any freehold can be acquired, together with checks to the electrics and drains.  
Councillor Pickering stated that as the drains had been built before 1933, the 
drainage and sewerage would not be our responsibility. 

 
 c) Charitable Trust 

It had previously been agreed that a Charitable Trust be set up, although costs 
and requirements will be investigated before any progress can be made. 

 
 
 
 



 

 
 d) Awards for All grant application for community consultation 

Councillor Jones reported that he had drafted an application and has sought the 
help of Steve McArthur from the Cheese and Grain in Frome.  It is hoped to 
apply for £10,000.  A working group will need to be set up to work with the 
Clerk. 
Councillor Robinson spoke of the need to prioritise all the projects currently 
being undertaken and to consult with the public as to what is wanted.  
Discussion took place as to the best way to organise a consultation and it was 
agreed that the working group should finalise this. 

 
4.  SSDC Asset Transfers 
 Councillor Pickering reported on a recent meeting with Councillors Hall, Jones and 

Robinson and Tim Cook from SSDC to discuss asset transfers of land holdings, 
buildings and car parks.  Tim does not anticipate any difficulties with the transfer of 
land holdings and car parks, but the Dovecote Building could be problematic.  SSDC 
may consider charging for car parks and so a necessity for urgency is required.  
Committee would like to recommend to full Council that a charitable Trust 
be set up to manage car parks with the Clerk being delegated powers in 
consultation with Councillor Ewan Jones and Councillor Justin Robinson.  
The Clerk is to arrange a meeting with Tim Cook and Pam Williams to start the 
process. 

 
5.  Confidential – Motion to Exclude the Public 
 There were no members of the public present. 

 
6. Station Road Car Park 
 Councillor Pickering reported that she had met with Tim Cook from SSDC and then 

met with the owner and his agent.  Discussions are still underway for the future of the 
car park.  A public consultation is needed and the owner has stated that a temporary 
renewal of the current lease may be possible while a solution is found.  Councillor 
Robinson stated that any future lease should be included in the Charitable Trust.  A site 
visit is to be arranged and volunteers are to be organised to do a car park survey.   

 
7. Kings School 

Councillor Jones reported on a meeting held between Council, Kings School, BCP and 
the Bruton Trust to discuss the footpath at the Fishponds.  A map of the site had 
previously been sent to Committee and the various parcels of land were discussed.  The 
Clerk advised Committee on the financial implications.  Committee however are in 
favour of proceeding with discussions.   

 
8. Community Kids 

Lisa Pickering reported on a meeting held between Tim Cook and a Trustee of the 
Community Kids pre-school.  There is currently 12 years left on the lease.  The pre-
school AGM is on 5th February and a further meeting with Tim Cook will be needed 
after this time.  It will also be necessary to elect a Town Council representative to the 
Board of Trustees. 

 
9. Future Meeting Dates 
 The next meeting will be on 6th March and thereafter the first Tuesday of the month. 
 
Members of Committee are advised that they should consider these matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): 
Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Copies of plans reports and correspondence 
mentioned above may be inspected at the Council Office during opening hours or by appointment. 


