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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 31st October 2017 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hall, Hood, Marsh, 

Pickering, Robinson and Sida  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 
The Chairman congratulated Councillor Mike Brownlow on winning the NALC  
Councillor of the Year award.  The Chairman expressed how proud he is of Councillor  
Brownlow’s achievement, which is thoroughly deserved. 
 
 
17/112  Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Abi Baker, Haselgrove and Jones. 
 

17/113  Declarations of Interests 
There were none. 
 

17/114  Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th September 2017 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th 
September 2017 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 10-0-0  
17/115  Public Question Time 

Three members of the public who live in Silver Street attended.  Letters had 
previously been sent to Councillors.  The residents are requesting that parking 
restrictions be put in place along the Church Wall in Silver Street opposite the 
houses.  There have been numerous occasions recently when the residents have 
been woken in the middle of the night by irate lorry drivers who cannot easily get 
past the cars parked in the area and knock on their doors or sound their horns.  
The cars do not belong to the residents.  This item will be discussed at the next 
Transport meeting and the police will be informed. 
 
Trevor Coldman requested that something be done about enforcing the 20mph 
speed limit which is not being adhered to in many cases.  He spoke in particular 
of speeding vehicles in Coombe Street. 

 
17/116  Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported.  The Town Council insurers have confirmed that use of the 
MUGA is already covered in the town’s public liability insurance.  The Clerk is 
still awaiting the cost of the addition premium to cover the equipment itself.  A 
letter has been sent to Ladybird playgroup in response to their request for fencing 
and a paved area around the JP Pavilion, instructing that they contact the Friends 
of Sexeys Hospital and the other stakeholders in the building in the first instance.  
All other items are on the agenda. 
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17/117  Reports from County and District Councillor 
County and District Councillor Groskop reported that she had recently attended 
the speech day at Sexey’s School and was delighted to see so many local students 
winning awards.  As portfolio holder for Heritage, Councillor Groskop, strongly 
advised councillors to visit and support the Rural Life Museum in Glastonbury.  
Councillor Groskop is also portfolio holder for Trading Standards and warned 
everyone of the importance of reporting scams.  The Citizens Advice Bureau is the 
first point of contact for this type of incident to be reported. 
 
A consultation period for the SSDC Local Plan will start in November. 
 
Applications for Small Improvement Scheme grants have been submitted for Plox 
and the Library Corner.  A decision as to whether the applications will qualify or 
not should be made by the end of November. 

 
17/118  Trees 
  i) Report for Beech Tree at Jubilee Park 

Emma Donavon presented a report which had previously been distributed 
to all Councillors and forms a part of these minutes.  Unfortunately it 
appears that the tree will need to be felled.  Discussion took place as to the 
logistics of the project with Emma stating she is happy to deal with 
questions from the public on Facebook.   
 
It was proposed and seconded that the Beech Tree in Jubilee Park be 
felled with the Clerk delegated, in consultation with the Chairman, to 
progress this project to completion.  

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
17/119  Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee 
i) Planning Committee Meeting 17th October 2017 

Councillor Hall reported.  It was proposed and seconded that Council 
adopt the recommendations of the Planning Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0       
       

b)  Services and Amenities Committee 
      i) Services & Amenities Committee Meeting 24th October 2017 

Councillor Robinson reported and invited questions from Councillors. 
Councillor Marsh clarified that £2,500 requested “Reserve for MUGA” 
should actually read £1,000 for MUGA Sink Fund and £1,500 for MUGA 
maintenance.  This was duly noted. 
It was proposed and seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of 
the Services and Amenities Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0  
         
  

c)  Finance Committee 
i) Station Road Car Park Lease Termination 
 Councillor Hall read a letter to the meeting received from the owner of the 

land in Station Road, terminating the lease from September 2018.  
Councillors Jones and Pickering have already met with the owner’s agent 
to discuss a future lease and a further meeting between the agent and 
Councillor Hall is due to take place next Monday. 

 
  

At this point it was motioned to take item “HR Committee” and item “Land and 
Property Committee” under Confidential Business at the end of the meeting. 

  Resolved 10-0-0 
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 d)   Transport Committee 

i) Transport Committee Meeting 16th October 2017 
Councillor Brownlow reported.  A recent meeting had taken place with 
Gary Warren and it is hoped that the long term road lining issues will be 
resolved.  Parking on the Frome Road by Steinbeck Walk is becoming 
dangerous and double yellow lines in this area are required.  An idea to 
change some of the High Street parking to 1 hour has been put on hold 
due to its contentious nature and will be reconsidered at some  
time in the future. 
It was proposed and seconded that the Town Council support the TRO for 
double yellow lines on Frome Road by Steinbeck Walk. 

 Resolved 10-0-0 
 

After discussion it was agreed that Councillor Brownlow continue with his 
investigations into one hour parking in certain areas of the High Street. 
 
It was also reported that County and District Councillor Groskop has 
submitted a TRO for Silver Street. 
 
There is still the need to buy a new SID but a volunteer will need to be 
found to operate the SID before a purchase is made.  Suggestions were put 
forward for volunteers and this will be followed up. 
 
Councillor Hood recently met with Fin McNabb to discuss the library 
junction feasibility study and further costs have been identified.  
Councillor Robinson stated that since the original quotation has 
increased, this should be brought back to full Council next time.  As the 
next Finance meeting is earlier (21st November), it was agreed to delegate 
this to the Finance & General Purposes Committee.  A public consultation 
for the library junction will be held in the Community Office during the 
Christmas Evening on 6th December. 
 
Councillor Brownlow reported that Nick Scott is lobbying for better train 
times for the Waterloo train and has requested Town Council support.  
This was agreed and the Clerk will write a letter of support. 
 
Work on the Darkey Lane footpath is now complete. 

 
  ii) Grove Cross 

Councillors Jones and Hood met recently with other parishes to discuss 
the Grove Cross Junction.  A letter of support and funding has been 
requested from each parish.  This item was deferred until the next full 
Council meeting in November. 

 
  iii) Naming of New Roads in Bruton 

The order has been received naming the new roads in the Marksdane 
development.  The names are Cogley Road, Sheephouse Drive and Hills 
Close. 
 

17/120 Christmas Event Update 
Councillor Crawford reported.  Plans are well underway with 18 stalls currently 
booked for the High Street.  The event will take place on the eventing of 
Wednesday 6th December and the High Street will be closed between 5pm and 
9pm.  Cleaning of the streets has been organised and the Christmas tree are due 
to go up in the town sometime around 25th November. 
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17/121  Risk Management Scheme 
As the draft scheme had not been circulated, this item was deferred until next 
time. 

 
17/122  SSDC Review of Local Plan 

Councillor Hood reported.  A link with dates of meetings to attend has been 
circulated.  The Influencing the Work Plan working party will put together a 
response document for the next full Council meeting in November which is the 
last meeting before the deadline in January. 
 

17/123  Bruton Community Partnership 
It was reported that the BPC has raised half the cost of the defibrillator for Jubilee 
Park.  Councillor Karen Baker confirmed that funds have been raised for the 
outstanding balance.   

 
17/124 Reports: 

Town Councillors – Councillor Pickering asked for ideas for a use for the 
phone box in Uphills.  Book lending and tourist information leaflets were 
suggested.  This item will be on the agenda next time. 
Councillor Baker reported that she is inspecting the playgrounds every week 
and reporting back to the Clerk. 
Councillor Hood reported that he made a presentation to the recent SALC 
meeting.  He had also attended a meeting to discuss a potential new housing 
development on the Brewham Road. 
Councillor Brownlow had received an e-mail of complaint about a loose 
manhole cover in Quaperlake Street and this will be mended when possible.  
Councillor Brownlow attended the Councillor of the Year Award at which the 
guest speaker, Angela Rippon, spoke about how help can be given by Councils to 
people with Alzheimers.  This will be put on the agenda for the next meeting in 
November. 
Councillor Anderton spoke about the recent demise of the Nippy Bus.  It is 
believe that SW Coaches has stepped in for the meantime. 
Councillor Sida gave an update on the latest Man on the Bench fund-raising.  
Legal issues are currently being worked out, including what happens if not 
enough money is raised to pay the full purchase price. 
Councillor Crawford reported that the branch of the Willow tree which fell 
across Riverside Walk has damaged the roof tiles of a nearby dwelling.  Councillor 
Hall stated that SSDC have cleared the debris and will be asked to pollard the 
main tree to make it safe. 
Councillor Marsh reported that the trackway to the MUGA will be made good 
and the Project Manager will report back with a technical solution to the footpath 
erosion.  A sign is currently being made for the area.  Councillor Hall attended a 
recent snagging meeting and the grounds maintenance contractors SLR will be 
asked to be responsible for changing the timers on the floodlights.  The leaves will 
need to be regularly cleared from the MUGA to prevent future problems with the 
surface.  Councillor Marsh will prepare a “project closed” document.  A meeting is 
to take place with the new Master on 8th November to discuss a new lease. 
Councillor Marsh also reported on the Chamber of Commerce.  There are now 
68 members and a new website has been launched. 
Councillor Robinson reported that the insurance claim has now been settled 
for the Youth Pavilion.  Councillor Robinson attended the recent NALC 
conference and indications are that measures may be taken to ensure that Council 
Support Grants are passed onto Parishes in the future. 
Chairman – the official opening of the MUGA will take place this Saturday 4th 
November.  Photos will be taken with the Robins Netball Club in the morning 
with a Western Gazette photographer to attend at 1.30pm for photos before the 
Bruton United FC match which kicks off at 2pm. 

 



 

33 
 

17/125  Items for next agenda 
Risk Management Scheme.  Grove Cross.  Uphills phone box.  Response for SSDC 
Review of Local Plan.  Alzheimers discussion.  Councillors are asked to forward 
items for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 20th November 2017. 

 
 
17/126   Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

Vodaphone 
Play UK Playgrounds 
Glasdon UK Ltd. 
K F McCarthy 
Bruton United FC 
K F McCarthy 
HMRC 
Pensions Trust 
Slade Parry 
NALC 
W Caines 
Vodaphone 
Water2business 
Bruton Community Hall 
Opus Energy 
D. Newton 
Husson UK Ltd. 
Bellitudo 
Martin Goodland 
West End Garage 
Astill Treecare Ltd. 
Phil Simpson 
Play UK Playgrounds 

Phone bill to 31/8/17 
MUGA works fees – 2nd stage 
MUGA – 2 x benches 
Expenses – visit to bank/keys cut 
S106 money for pitch maintenance 
Salary – October 2017 
Tax/NI – October 2017 
Employer pension cont. - Oct17 
MUGA – Project Management fees 
Mike Brownlow attend conference 
Hedge trimming 
Phone bill to 30/9/17 
Water bill for JP 
Hire of hall x 2 for September 2017 
Electric bill 20/9-20/10/17 
Office window cleaning 
MUGA – final 75% of equipment 
Toilet scheme – water bill contrib. 
Grounds maintenance October 17 
Machinery to unload MUGA equip. 
Inspection of beech tree 
Maintenance of BTC websites 
MUGA works fees – Final Stage 

£18.80 
£13,118.40 
£1,103.64 

£25.90 
£2,887.79 
£1,319.85 

£326.71 
£63.40 

£857.88 
£60.00 

£168.00 
£18.17 
£51.63 
£27.00 
£34.30 
£15.00 

£16,535.70 
£83.57 

£1065.60 
£162.00 
£290.00 
£75.00 

£23,672.40 
 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

17/127  Correspondence 
1. Mogers Drewett Solicitors Auction Sale of Eastfield – refund of fees 
2. Barrow Farm   Response to complaint-Shoot on Creech Hill 
3. SCC    Public Path WN5/9 Diversion Order 
4. RBS    Accounting software fees & charges 2018 
 
The accounting software fees will be discussed at the next F&GP meeting. 
 
 

17/128 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 
There were no members of the public present.   

 
 

17/129 HR Committee 
i) HR Committee Meeting 10th October 2017 

Councillor Hood reported.  Committee deferred a decision over a request 
by the Clerk for extra hours.  However, in the meantime an assistant clerk 
position has been created and advertised.  It was proposed and seconded 
that Council adopt the recommendations of the HR Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

It was reported that there are currently no grievance or disciplinary 
procedures in place. 
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17/130 Land and Property Committee 
  i) Land and Property Committee Meeting 23rd October 2017 

Councillor Robinson reported on the minutes which had been previously 
distributed and form a part of these minutes.  The current financial 
position of the Unionist Club was discussed.  It was proposed and 
seconded that Council adopt the recommendations of the Land and 
Property Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

 
 
 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 
 
 

Action Points  
1.    Letter in support of train times – Clerk 
2.   Distribute draft risk management scheme – Clerk 
3. Influencing work plan draft document – JH 
4. Contact SSDC re willow tree – Clerk 
5. Prepare MUGA “project closed” document – JM 
6. Meet with Master re new JP lease - JM 
 


