
   
 

 

Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on  
Tuesday 12th September 2017 at the Community Office, Bruton at 7.30pm 
 
Present: Councillors:  Anderton, Brownlow, Hall, Hood, Jones, Marsh and Robinson  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 

 
1.  Election of Chairman 

Councillor Hall had decided to step down as Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes 
Committee.  It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Ewan Jones be elected as the new 
Chairman of the Finance and General Purposes Committee. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
2.       Apologies for absence 

There were no apologies. 
 
 

3.      Declarations of Interest 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 
 

4.   Minutes of the F & GP  Committee meeting held on 18th July 2017 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 18th July 2017 be 
adopted as a true and accurate record.  

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
 

5.  Financial Update 
The Clerk presented details of the current financial position as at 31st August 2017.  Councillor 
Robinson questioned whether some of cleaning costs could be allocated to the toilet scheme 
funding.  The Clerk reported that £2,887.79 had been received from SSDC as S106 funding 
from Cox’s Close.  The money is to be used for pitch maintenance.  It was proposed and 
seconded that the £2,887.79 S106 funding be passed directly to the football club. 

 Resolved 7-0-0 
 

The Internal Audit report for the first quarter accounts was presented to committee.  No issues 
were highlighted. 
 

 
6.  Financial Risk Assessments 

It had previously been agreed that the F & GP Committee should lead on risk management.  
Councillor Hood presented a financial risk strategy document that he had prepared.  It was 
generally agreed that this is most important for more major projects, and that any document 
should not be too onerous and that Council should concentrate on a framework that it can 
control.  Committee wish to recommend the financial risk strategy document as a 
framework to Council with all committees to consider risk as an item on their agendas. 
 

 
 



7.       Eastfield Play Area – Solicitors appointed 
Councillor Robinson will arrange a meeting with Henry Hobhouse to discuss the covenants 
placed on the Eastfield play area and whether they can be removed.  Committee generally 
agree that the play area should be disposed of and other options of disposal will be considered 
should a sale not be possible.  There is currently £500 deposited with solicitors for legal fees in 
the event of a sale and the Clerk was instructed to enquire as to whether there will be any 
charges should the money be returned. 
 

8. Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 
No members of the public were present. 

 
 
9.  Unionist Club 

F&GP Committee members recently met with members of the Unionist Club and a report will be 
prepared for Council and distributed.  Committee would like to recommend to full Council 
that a separate Committee for Land and Property be created. 

 
10. Public Toilet Scheme 

All businesses involved in the scheme have re-joined for another year.  The Town Council is 
under no further obligation to SSDC to continue the scheme but Committee would like to 
recommend that a reduced provision be provided by the Town Council in the future.  This 
is not expected to have a detrimental impact on the public as certain businesses have agreed to 
continue providing facilities. 

 
11. Station Road Car Park 

The current lease expires September 2018.  It was reported that members of the Transport 
Committee are to arrange a meeting with the land owners to discuss an extension to the lease. 
 

 
Before the meeting was closed, Councillor Robinson requested that Councillors consider future 
budgets, with the need to prioritise projects. 
 

 
 
 

Members of Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


