
 

  
 
 

Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held in the  
Community Office, Bruton on Wednesday 22nd August 2018 at 7pm 
 
Present:  Councillors Abigail Baker, Karen Baker, Hall and Robinson. 
In the Chair:  Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Assistant Clerk 

3 members of the public 
 
1.         Declarations of Interests       

No Councillors had personal interests to declare. 
 

2.        Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Anderton, Brownlow and Jones. 

 
3.   Minutes of the meeting held on 1st August, 2018 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 1st August 2018 
be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 4-0-0 [for-against-abstain] 
4. Submitted Plans  

The Committee considered and made observations on received planning applications 
and will report back to the full Town Council at its next meeting.  The plans discussed 
were as follows: 
 

Application No. Name Address Outcome 
18/01532/FUL 

 
Mr Mohamed Masrour 

 
2 Lusty Gardens 
Bruton BA10 0BR 

Recommend 
approval 4-0-0 

 

Proposal:  The erection of a first floor rear extension over existing single storey rear extension. 
Outcome:  The Committee wishes to recommend approval of this application. 
 
Application No. Name Address Outcome 

18/01840/FUL 
18/01842/LBC 

 

Mr Simon Bate 
 

 

Hugh Sexeys Hospital 
High Street 
Bruton 
BA10 0AS 

Recommend 
approval 4-0-0 

 

Proposal:  The formation of a parking area and formation of an opening in garden wall. 
Outcome:  The Committee wishes to recommend approval of this application. 
 

Application No. Name Address Outcome 
18/01569/FUL 

 
Mrs Lintern 

 
18 Townsend Rise 
Bruton 
BA10 0JA 

Recommend 
approval 4-0-0 

 
Proposal:  Erect single storey side extension. 
Outcome:  The Committee wishes to recommend approval of this application. 

 
 



 

 
 
5. The woodland plot above Tolbury 

Although this matter does not relate to any planning application the Committee was asked by 
a concerned resident how it viewed recent developments on the plot and their possible effect 
on a public footpath which crosses the plot.  Among the points made by Committee members 
were the following: 

• Members of the public have a right to walk across the property via the footpath but 
in other respects the owner has the same rights over his own land as any other 
property owner. 

• There are pre-existing rights of vehicular access to the owner’s property and across his 
property to Coombe Woods, following an old route from Bruton to Wells.  

• The owner has the same legal right as any other landowner to erect gates and fences on 
his own land. 

• Although changes in the appearance of familiar countryside are unwelcome to some 
they are inevitable as people and circumstances change over the course of time. 

The owner of the plot who was attending the meeting as a member of the public was given 
the opportunity to explain his position to the Committee: 

• He has been tidying up and improving the property, clearing away overgrowth and 
barbed wire, installing stock-proof fencing and gates and restoring the original surface 
of the footpath by removing accreted matter. 

• A County Council Footpaths Officer had visited the site and considers that the 
condition of the footpath has been improved. 

• The owner will be planting new hedges and will remove some of the fencing when 
the hedge plants mature. 

• He understands that regular users of the footpath are used to the plot’s formerly 
comparatively wild appearance may prefer it like that but they should understand 
that the property is part of a family home and not just a picturesque country walk.  

• He feels that some people may be upset because they misunderstand his intentions 
so he would be happy to meet aggrieved persons and explain what he is doing 

The Committee agreed on the importance of communication and would encourage 
aggrieved persons to respond to the owner’s invitation and get in touch with him. 
 

6. Creech View, Dropping Lane, Bruton. BA10 0NQ 
The owner of this property wishes to construct a new dwelling in the gardens of existing 
properties and sought pre-application advice from the Planning Department of South 
Somerset District Council (SSDC).  After an SSDC Planning Officer advised that he would be 
unlikely to recommend such an application for approval the owner wanted to know whether 
the Town Council Planning Committee had any views on the project.    Among the points made 
by Committee members were the following: 

• It is difficult to form a view of the merits of the project without the kind of architectural 
detail which normally accompanies formal planning applications. 

• On the face of it, and as the SSDC Officer had advised, the project does not seem to 
fulfil the special circumstances which would be required for constructing a residential 
property in such a location. 

• On the other hand a single new dwelling tucked away in such a remote location would 
not have a major impact on the landscape. 

• However permitting the construction of a new dwelling outside a recognised settlement 
or development zone might set a dangerous precedent. 

The Committee hoped that the owner might find these considerations helpful. 
 
 



 

 
 
 

 
7. Determinations received 

No planning determinations were received 
 
 
 
Patrick Pender-Cudlip 
Assistant Clerk 


