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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 24th April 2018 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hall, Haselgrove, 

Hood, Jones, Marsh and Robinson  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 
17/220 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Abi Baker and Pickering. 
 

17/221  Declarations of Interests 
There were none. 
 

17/222 Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th March 2018 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th March 
2018 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
  

17/223 Public Question Time 

There were no questions. 
 
17/224 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported.  A letter to Kings regarding the lighting has still to be send.  
Councillor Robinson has contacted SALC members regarding lighting on other 
developments but has yet to receive any replies.  Sexey’s School has been 
informed of the Council’s nomination for Governor Representative.  All other 
items are on the agenda. 

 
17/225 Reports from County and District Councillor 

County and District Councillor Anna Groskop reported.  Finances for Small 
Improvement Schemes will be decided at the Cabinet meeting on 4th May 2018.  It 
is unlikely that any further schemes will be accepted for next year. 

  
17/226 Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee 
i) Planning Committee Meeting 18th April 2018 

Councillor Hall reported.  A mistake had been noted on the minutes.  The 
minutes were amended, and the recommendations of the Planning 
Committee were noted.  

      
b)  Services and Amenities Committee 
      i) Jubilee Park Play Equipment 

It was reported that the manufacturers had returned and made good the 
problems with the surface.  The final payment for installation can now be 
made. 
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c)  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
i) Electronic Banking 
 The Clerk reported that she had visited the HSBC branch in Frome after 

Council’s recommendation that internet banking be suspended.  The bank 
has put measures in place to prevent any payments being made, although 
it is still possible to access bank statements on-line which is considered a 
useful tool.  Councillors Robinson, Jones and Anderson will meet before 
the Annual Town Council meeting in May to discuss this further. 

 
         ii) F&GP Committee Meeting 10th April 2018 

Councillor Robinson reported a positive meeting at which the end of year 
figures had been reviewed and items agreed going forward.  An 
underspend at the end of the last financial year of £16,630 has enabled 
other projects to be allocated more reserves and recommendations were 
made as follows: 
Projects to be carried forward into the new financial year: 
Library Junction Feasibility   £2,900 
Final payment of play equipment  £    961 
Return of SID contribution to Pitcombe PC £    100 
 
Allocation of funds for new financial year: 
General Reserves     £2,000 
JPDP Earmarked Reserves   £5,000 
New SID      £3,000 
Wall Maintenance Earmarked Reserves £2,669 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the recommendations of the 
Finance & General Purposes Committee be approved. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
   

  d)  Land and Properties Committee 
       i) Land and Properties Meeting 11th April 2018 

Councillor Hood reported on the meeting held on 11th April 2018 and the 
minutes were noted.   
Formal approval by Council for the text of the “Awards for All” grant 
application was not considered necessary and it was agreed to proceed 
with the application forthwith. 
Rosie Parr’s recommendations were considered, and it was proposed 
and seconded that Rosie Parr be instructed to set up a 
foundation Charitable Incorporated Trust for the Unionist 
Club. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

A draft letter outlining proposals for land holdings in Dropping Lane for 
submission to the next Kings School Governors meeting was considered.  
It was proposed and seconded that the proposals for land 
holdings in Dropping Lane be approved, and the letter sent to 
the school. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
  

 
         ii) Bruton Unionist Club 

It was reported that only half of the necessary number of members 
attended the Unionist Club AGM on 19th April 2019, and therefore a vote 
on the future of the building was unable to take place.  Another meeting 
will need to be arranged, hopefully with the next month. 
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         iii)Walls 

Councillor Hall reported that he had tried unsuccessfully to contact the 
SSDC Conservation Officer, Andrew Tucker to discuss the best way 
forward to maintain the walls.  Anna Groskop reported that she had 
spoken with Andrew Tucker and he is currently in contact with Bruton 
Trust.  This item will be discussed again next time.  

   
 

17/227 General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 
Councillor Robinson reported on the current position.  The regulations will come 
into force on 25th May.  The Information Commissioner’s Office has put together 
recommendations and a toolkit has been circulated to councillors which sets out 
what we need to do.  However, there is still no decision as to who can act as a 
Data Protection Officer within a Parish Council.  The Clerk and some of the 
Councillors will be attending forthcoming workshops run by SSDC. 
 

17/228 Library Working Group  
Councillor Robinson reported.  A draft response to the library consultation has 
yet to be completed.  Councillor Robinson attended a meeting held earlier this 
evening with County and District Councillor Groskop and Library Trustees, and a 
document will be circulated to all Councillors.  There has been increased interest 
in the library consultation and it is hoped to hold a local consultation in Bruton in 
May prior to the Annual Town Meeting.  The Library Working Group will also 
meet with Library Trustees in May to construct a proposal to put forward to the 
County Council.  The County Council will continue to fund libraries for this 
financial year and legal advice will be sought from NALC regarding the future.  
Parish councils are not library authorities and therefore cannot fund libraries, 
however Bruton Library is already run by a Charitable Trust and this is a model 
that could continue.  Councillors were encouraged to complete the on-line County 
Council consultation document. 

 
 
 
17/229 Churchyard Trees 

An e-mail report had been received from Ed Tickner of Bruton Trust regarding 
the condition of some of the trees in the Churchyard.  Councillor Hall spoke with 
both Ed Tickner and a Church representative and it may be that the Town Council 
will be asked for a contribution towards costs, which would seem reasonable as 
the Town Council is responsible for Churchyard maintenance.  The SSDC tree 
officer and the PCC will be consulted.  The Clerk will write to Bruton Trust 
regarding this matter and will establish who will take the lead on this project. 
 

17/230 Plastic-free Bruton 
It was proposed and seconded that the Clerk write to give Council’s support to the 
Plastic-free Bruton campaign. 
 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

  
17/231  Bruton Community Partnership 
  Councillor Hood attended a recent meeting and reported the following: 

• The BCP current financial position is good. 

• The Town Council was thanked for its grant for mapping, inspecting, 
cleaning and promoting footpaths around the town. 

• Plans for celebrations in 2019 commemorating 500 years of Kings School 
and 400 years of Sexey’s School are underway. 
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17/232 Reports: 
Town Councillors - Councillor Marsh gave a JP lease update.  Councillor 
Hall reported that the Trustees will be putting together a proposal at the next 
Trustees meeting for the Town Council to consider.   
Damage to the football pitch caused by MUGA works is to be rectified by the 
Town Council, with the costs to be covered by the works contractor.  The works 
will be carried out at the end of the football season.  The grounds maintenance 
contractor is to be contracted by the football club to maintain the goal areas.  
Wooden signs at the pedestrian entrance to JP need to be replaced. 
Councillor Marsh attended the recent Chamber of Commerce meeting and 
reported that there are now 65 members, which is probably the maximum to be 
expected.  The Chamber is now concentrating its efforts on providing business 
information.  Finances are healthy.  Consideration is being given towards possibly 
reverting the Christmas Event model back to a Late Night Shopping event. 
The next MTIG meeting is to take place in Wincanton on 26th April 2018. 
Councillor Brownlow reported that he had attended a site meeting with Ed 
Tickner, Andrew Tucker from SSDC and a representative from County to discuss 
the lights at Cuckoo Hill and Kings School car park.  Nothing conclusive was 
decided at the meeting. 
Councillor Hood reported that a meeting of the  Transport Committee had 
taken place on 17th April 2018.  A Library Junction public meeting is to take place 
on 15th May 2018 in the Community Hall, the first session starting at 2pm and the 
second session starting at 7pm. 
Councillor Jones reported that the Bumble Bee Trust will visit the town on 
22nd May 2018. 
Councillor Robinson reported that SALC is running a course for Charitiable 
Trusts on 20th June 2018 in Somerton. 
Chairman – A damaged wall at Durslade Community Garden is being rebuilt by 
Hauser & Wirth. 

 
 
17/233 Items for next agenda 

Library Consultation Response.  Walls.  Councillors are asked to forward items 
for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 21st May 2018. 

 
17/234 Accounts for Payment 

    
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

K F McCarthy 
P Pender-Cudlip 
HMRC 
Pension Trust 
D. Newton 
Steve Hall 
Vodaphone 
Bruton Community Hall 
JPP Trust 
SSDC 
SSDC 
EM Accounts 
EM Accounts 
P & G Security 
JPP Youth Trust 
Bruton Museum 
Friends of Bruton Railway Station 
Bruton Mini-Day Care Centre 
Bruton Choral Society 
St. Margarets Hospice 
Bruton Community Partnership 

Salary – April 2018 
Salary – April 2018 
Tax/NI – April 2018 
Employer pension contrib-Apr18 
Window cleaning 
Reimburse website domain fee 
Phone bill to 31/3/18 
Hire of hall 27/3/18 
Payment of MUGA Electric bill 
Station Road car park rates 
Community office rates 
2017/2018 Q4 Internal Audit fee 
Reissue of uncashed cheque for Q4 
Annual Alarm maintenance fee 2018 
Grant 2018/2019 
Grant 2018/2019 
Section 137 Grant 2018/2019 
Section 137 Grant 2018/2019 
Section 137 Grant 2018/2019 
Section 137 Grant 2018/2019 
Section 137 Grant 2018/2019 

   £1500.20 
     £379.22 

£491.79 
£73.97 
£10.00 

£107.99 
£19.39 
£12.00 

£152.63 
£688.75 

£1693.18 
£50.00 
£50.00 
£84.00 

£1000.00 
£1300.00 

£100.00 
£200.00 
£500.00 
£200.00 

£2000.00 



 

66 
 

22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
 
 

Evercreech Scouts 
Kompan Ltd. 
K F McCarthy 
SLR Outdoor Maintenance 
Opus Energy 
Streets Reimagined 
Cat’s Café 
Battens Solicitors 
Phil Simpson 
 

Section 137 Grant 2018/2019 
JP play equipment – Final instalment 
Expenses – Frome visit to bank 
Grounds maintenance for March 
Electricity bill 21/3-19/4/18 
Development stage completion 
1st quarter toilet lease 2018/2019 
Searches re Unionist Club 
Website maintenance March 2018 

£200.00 
£1153.20 

£11.30 
£988.80 
£46.28 

£2550.60 
£166.25 
£250.00 
£75.00 

    
Resolved 10-0-0 

 
17/235 Correspondence 

1. HMRC    Important changes to VAT claims 
2. HSBC    Data Protection Information 
3. Opus Energy   Changes to electricity supply charges 
4. Hi Spec Trees   Advertising letter 
 

 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 

Action Points  
1. Meeting to discuss electronic banking – JR/EJ/SA 
2. Proceed with Awards for All application – EJ/Clerk 
3. Letter to Kings outlining Dropping Lane proposals – Clerk 
4. Organise library consultation in Bruton – JR 
5. Letter to Bruton Trust re lead on Churchyard trees – Clerk 
6. Letter re plastic-free Bruton support - Clerk 


