
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
DRAFT Minutes of Transport Committee Meeting held in the  
Community Office, Bruton  
on Tuesday 11th September 2018 at 7.30pm 
 
 
Present:      Councillors Brownlow, Hood, Sida and Pickering 
In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 
In Attendance:  The Assistant Clerk, Councillor Robinson 
 
 

1. Apologies for Absence - Apologies were received from Councillors Anderton, Karen 

Baker and Jones.  

 

2. Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Brownlow expressed a possible interest in Agenda item 6.f as he lives in 

Quaperlake Street. 

Councillor Hood expressed a possible interest in Agenda item 5.a.vii as he lives on St 

Catherine’s Hill. 

Councillor Pickering expressed a possible interest in Agenda item 5.a.i as she lives on the 

High Street. 

 

3. Minutes of meeting held on 12th June 2018 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th 

June 2018 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 4-0-0 [For-against-abstain] 

 

4. 2018-19 expenditure against budget.  

The Committee noted that the only Transport expenditure for 2018-19 to date was that on 

the Library Junction Feasibility Study. This is shown as un-funded but Clllr Robinson 

confirmed that an appropriate sum had been held over from 2017-18 as an ear-marked 

reserve. He also confirmed that there is a further £3,000 reserve ear-marked for purchase 

of a new SID. 

 

The committee noted that much of the timetable for expenditure was outside the 

committee’s control as it was dependent on when the County Council started its projects in 

Bruton. 



 

 

 

5. Priorities for 2019-20 and beyond and budget requests for 2019-20. 

a. Previously agreed priorities - 

i. High Street feasibility study:  

It was proposed and seconded that the Council be recommended to 

‘park’ the study for the time being and vire its £5,000 allocation in 

the 2018-19 budget to more urgent transport projects. 

Resolved 4-0-0 

ii. Safe and easy walking in the town: The Committee agreed to prioritise 

this for expenditure next year but was not yet in a position to set a figure.  

iii. Library Junction: The implementation of this scheme is under discussion 

with Somerset County Council Highways Department (Highways) but the 

funding and timing has yet to be agreed. 

iv. Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) travelling through the town:  

Councillors Hood and Pickering will continue their programme of visits to 

local hauliers and businesses served by HGVs to discuss how to reduce the 

number of authorised and unauthorised HGV movements through the Town, 

but at present no budget allocation is required.  

v. Plox/Silver Street crossing:  Somerset County Council (SCC) has agreed 

to apply a Small Improvement Scheme award to this project.   £3,000 has 

been set aside in the Town Council’s 2018-19 budget in support and may 

need to be carried forward if the work has not commenced. 

vi. Speed Indicator device (SID):  

 It was proposed and seconded that the Committee purchase 

a SID as previously agreed using the £3,000 previously set 

aside in an earmarked reserve. 

Resolved 4-0-0 

The Assistant Clerk was asked to check the availability, suitability and price 

of the Westcotec device previously identified as the most appropriate.  

[Assistant Clerk’s note:  That particular Westcotec model remains 

available at the same price but the Council might consider spending an 

extra £275 for the enhanced version which has greater flexibility in 

display, and also investing an extra £200 for the Bluetooth app which 

would make the downloading of data both easier and quicker] 

 



 

 

 It was proposed and seconded that the Council be recommended 

to vire £500 from the High Street Feasibility budget to fund 

training of two people to move and install the SID. 

Resolved 4-0-0 

vii. St Catherine’s Hill Traffic Restriction Order (TRO): The Council is 

committed to obtaining a TRO for St Catherine’s Hill and £1k. has been 

allocated for this purpose in the 2018-19 budget, which may need to be 

carried forward if the work has not started. 

viii. Other expenditure:  

It was proposed and seconded that the Council be recommended to 

allocate up to £1,000 in the 2019-20 budget for repainting street signs. 

Resolved 4-0-0 

The committee also wishes to see £200 spent on 20 mph stickers for wheelie 

bins in town;  Cllr Robinson advised that this could be met from contingencies. 

b. New priorities - 

i. Parking consultancy: Councillors agreed that the parking problems facing 

residents, local businesses and visitors are becoming increasingly serious.  

It was proposed and seconded that the Council be recommended 

to allocate £4.5k. (vired from the budget of the High Street 

feasibility study) towards the commissioning of a survey and 

report into the Town’s parking needs. 

Resolved 4-0-0 

 

6. Matters raised by local residents: 

a. Dropping Lane (Hauser and Wirth): The Committee agreed to discuss the 

location and nature of signs for pedestrians walking between the Town and the 

gallery with Hauser and Wirth, but to check first whether this discussion has 

already taken place. 

b. Shute Lane:  The Committee agreed to contact Highways about relining and the 

ghost pavement. 

c. High Street: The Committee agreed to press Scottish and Southern Electricity 

Networks about the damaged kerbstone outside Bruton Castle. 

d. Road safety at the Primary School: It was noted that the School did not seem 

to consider this a problem requiring a solution. At present it appears that nothing 

further can be done. 



 

 

e. Parking outside Church Bridge Stores: Highways would be asked to consider 

possible improvements to signage and lineage. 

f. 20mph sign on Quaperlake Street: Highways would be ask to replace the sign 

which had been removed for repair. [Assistant Clerk’s note: Highways agreed 

that the work had been left unfinished but it would now be completed] 

g. Gap in pavement beside drain on corner of Silver Street, opposite 

Church: It was agreed that Highways would be asked to fill this gap which was 

thought to have been reported previously [Assistant Clerk’s note:  Highways 

could find no previous report but have now marked this for action]. 

 

7. The next steps on this year’s priorities: 

a. HGVs and weight limit:  see 5.a.iv, above.  It was noted that non-anglophone 

HGV drivers were at a disadvantage and it was agreed to discuss the problem with 

Evercreech Parish Council. Cllrs Hood and Pickering’s programme of visits will 

continue. 

b. Purchase of SID: see 5.a.vi, above. It was agreed to investigate what training 

was needed by volunteers. 

c. St Catherine’s Hill: see 5.a.vii, above. 

8. Annual walkabout:  It was agreed that Committee members would carry out a survey 

of the Town’s roads, signs and footways on Wednesday 26th September, starting at 10am. 

 

9. For information  

a. Street lighting on Cuckoo Hill:  a meeting to discuss how to publicise the 

problems caused by inappropriately bright lights in rural areas has yet to take place 

b. Dropping Lane:  SCC Highways has completed the relining of the carriageway 

but it is not known when or whether work will be done on the drains and banks. 

c. Godminster Lane:  alterations to the drainage by a neighbouring landholder are 

leading to runoff damaging the carriageway; this has been reported to Highways 

but no response has yet been received. 

10. Parking in Bruton:  see 5.b.i, above.   It was agreed to recommend that the Council 

commission a professional analysis of the Town’s parking problems. 

11. Next meeting:  the next meeting of the Committee will be on November 13th, 2018. 

 

The meeting finished at 8.50pm 


