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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 31st July 2018 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
 
Present: Councillors: Karen Baker, Hall, Jones, Marsh, Robinson and Sida 
 Councillor Crawford arrived during item 4.  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 
 
18/052 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Anderton, Abi Baker, Brownlow, 
Haselgrove, Hood and Pickering. 
 

18/053 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Robinson declared a disclosable pecuniary interest in item 18 
“Payments” as CEO for SALC. 
 

18/054 Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th June 2018 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th June 
2018 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 6-0-0 
  

18/055 Presentation by Fray Cronie – Bruton Youth Club 
Fray Cronie attended and spoke to Council about the possibility of reopening the 
youth Club in Bruton.  Fray took over the Castle Cary YC just under 2 years ago 
and since then it has gone from strength to strength with an average number of 15 
young people aged between 13-17 years attending the Thursday night club, with a 
further club run on Monday evenings for ages 8 – 12 years. 
 
Council gave its support for Fray to investigate further the demand in Bruton and 
he will get back to Council with his results. 
 
Fray was thanked for his attendance and left the meeting. 
 

18/056 Public Question Time 

There were no questions this time. 
 
18/057 Action Points from Previous Meeting. 

The Clerk reported.  A second quotation for the clatter bridge has been requested.  
Methodist Homes (Bruton Befriending) has been made aware of the grant 
awarded and a thank you has been received.  The PCC has been made aware of 
the grants process.  Subscription of Ashtav has been renewed.  The Clerk has 
spoken to the preschool regarding the request for a fence.  Approval of the 
Memorandum of Understanding is on the agenda.  All other items are ongoing. 
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18/058 Reports from County and District Councillor 
  Councillor Anna Groskop reported. 

• There is a shortage of planning staff at SSDC and there is currently no 
enforcement officer appointed. 

• Confirmation is required that the Town Council wishes to proceed with 
the SIS scheme. 

• There continues to be financial issues within the County Council 

• Complaints have been received about overgrown hedges on footpaths in 
the town. 
 

18/059 Reports from Committees 
a) Planning Committee Meeting 11th July 2018 

Councillor Hall reported.  The recommendations of the Planning 
Committee were noted. 

 
 

b)  Services & Amenities Committee 
      Councillor Crawford reported the following: 

• The Jubilee Park playground is still being inspected regularly. 

• All raised beds at Durslade Community Garden have been let. 

• One allotment at Durslade Community Garden is still available. 

• The willow tree by Church Bridge needs attention by SSDC. 
 

Councillor Hall reported that a Sycamore tree growing in a hedge surrounding 
the Cuckoo Hill allotments is encroaching on a house in Cuckoo Hill.  
Councillor Hall suggested that the tree will need to be removed and has 
contacted a tree surgeon to inspect.  The Clerk will confirm the ownership of 
the tree before a financial commitment is made but, in the meantime, further 
quotations will be sought for removal. 

 
         Councillor Marsh reported the following: 

• The Visitors of the Hugh Sexeys Hospital have instructed their land agent, 
Rebecca Kimber-Danger from Fowler Fortescue to extend the lease of 
Jubilee Park by a further 50 years from 2032 at an annum rent of £1. 

• RKD will write the “Heads of Terms” document, which describes the 
agreement and conditions of the lease extension, for approval by BTC. Her 
intent is to circulate the draft by 21 Aug in time for the 28 Aug meeting of 
full Council. 
If we agree the Heads of Terms, RKD will pass to their solicitors Loxley 
Legal to be made a legal agreement. 
Concurrently Loxley Legal are researching (due by 3 Aug) whether the 
extended lease constitutes a partial disposal for Charity Commissioner 
purposes.  If not, then it can be just a simple lease extension so that a 
formal valuation can be avoided.  However, if it does constitute a partial 
disposal then the Visitors have undertaken to negate any further fees as 
much as possible as a “benefit in kind contribution”.  Once Loxley Legal 
have produced the legal agreement they will issue it to BTC for 
consideration and, if agreed, both parties will sign. 
We remain on track for the process to be completed by end Nov 18. 

• Legal and professional fees which will have to be met by BTC are: 
Loxley Legal disbursements to include Land Registry fees - £1,600 (this is 
a preferential rate as they are retained by FF); 
Loxley Legal research described above - £600; 
FF fees – time based to a maximum of £500; 
Total - £2,700. 

• This item will be discussed again at the next meeting in August where it is 
hoped to:  



 

16 
 

Agree the Heads of Terms document for a 50 year extension of the Jubilee 
Park lease from 2032 to 2082; 
Give the Clerk delegated authority to proceed with the process within the 
agreed direction; 
Approve expenditure and give the Clerk delegated authority to spend legal 
and professional fees of up to £3,000 (this gives a 10% contingency); 
Agree that the £3,000 funding comes from the £10,000 JPDP designated 
reserve fund; 
Agree to appoint Battens as the BTC solicitor to act on our behalf. 
Identify and agree who has the authority to sign the legal agreement on 
behalf of BTC. 

 
 

c)  Finance & General Purposes Committee Meeting 10th July 2018 
Councillor Robinson presented the minutes of the F & GP meeting held on 10th  
July and in particular the following was reported: 

• Financial reports will now be distributed to all Councillors. 

• Areas of the JP wall are in urgent need of repair and a plan of action will 
need to be prepared. 

• Councillor Crawford will verify bank reconciliations. 

• It was recommended that Financial Regulations be amended to 
accommodate electronic banking. 

• It was recommended that nothing be done at the present time regarding a 
Statement of Internal Control. 

• The grant application deadline will be 12th October 2018. 

• It was recommended that the Terms of Reference for the Land & Property 
Committee be adopted. 

 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the recommendations of the Finance & 
General Purposes Committee be adopted. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
  d)  Transport Committee  

i) Library Junction Update 
In the absence of Councillors Brownlow and Hood there was nothing to 
report this time.  

 
         ii) Parking Survey in Town 

Councillor Hall reported on a meeting held with Alice Workman from 
Hauser & Wirth to discuss parking in the town.  It was indicated that 
Hauser & Wirth would be willing to pay for a consultant to look for 
solutions to the town’s parking problems.  It was proposed and seconded 
that this offer be accepted. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

   
e) Land and Properties Committee Meeting 10th July 2018 

Councillor Jones reported on the meeting held on 10th July 2018 and the 
minutes were noted.  Advice from Rosie Parr on the possible transfer of 
the Unionist Club’s freehold premises to the Council had since been 
received and distributed to Councillors. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that the Programme Plan and Stage 2 
Business Case be adopted. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
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It was proposed and seconded that the Memorandum of Understanding 
be adopted.  

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

At this point it was agreed that Councillor Hall report on the Fishponds walls. 
 

It was stated that Hauser & Wirth have guaranteed to maintain the 
Fishponds walls for 5 years and will pay a percentage of the legal fees.  
Alice Workman will send a formal letter to this effect. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that Battens Solicitors be commissioned to 
draw up the lease for the Abbey Fishponds subject to a satisfactory 
quotation being received. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
  

The Station Road car park was discussed, and Councillor Jones and 
Pickering are to meet with the site land owner as a matter of urgency. 
 
Asset transfers were discussed with it being noted that the Town Council 
is currently unhappy with the maintenance by SSDC of the Riverside 
Walk.  However, SSDC are currently reluctant to transfer the area to the 
Town Council.  
 
It was proposed and seconded that the Town Council currently works with 
SSDC but, should the area not be kept in good order, that an application 
for a transfer of the Riverside Walk be made. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
 

18/060 Walls 
 i) Jubilee Park 

Councillor Hall reported.  The stone wall surrounding Jubilee Park is now 
in a bad state of repair with much of the wall covered in ivy and other 
shrubbery.  Initial estimates received for repair have been received.  It was 
agreed that a tender document will need to be prepared and then the 
repair/rebuild of the wall put out to tender.  Funds have been identified in 
the budget which could be vied from other projects.  A weekly check of the 
wall is to be undertaken. 
County & District Councillor Groskop suggested that both SCC and SSDC 
could be approached for help.  

 
18/061 Library Working Group 

Councillor Robinson reported on a productive meeting held yesterday with 
County Councillor Anna Groskop, members from SCC Library Services, a Bruton 
Library Trustee and the Town Clerk.  Detailed notes will be distributed to all 
Councillors when received.  The Library Trust is very engaged with the idea of a 
Community Library and is willing to take the lead having already obtained 22 
volunteers.  It is intended to continue with the current hours initially and then 
increase opening hours in the future.  Financial options were considered and it 
was agreed that option 2 would be accepted which includes 4 hours of paid staff 
to work with volunteers.  A meeting between Library Trustees and the Library 
Working Group will be arranged for early September. 
 

18/062 Business Enterprise Centre 
There was nothing to report this time. 
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18/063 Town Plan Update of Actions 

Councillor Jones reported that a five point document had been prepared by 
Councillor Hood.  The contents of the document were noted, and it was agreed 
that Councillor Hood put the document on the website.   

   
18/064 Man on Bench 

An e-mail had been received from the Sculptor of “Man on Bench” requesting the 
the Town Council contribute towards the cost of reinforcing security by means of 
replacing the wooden posts at a cost of £850.   
 
It was proposed and seconded that the request for funding be refused. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
18/065 Bumblebee Conservation Trust 

It was noted that bees and other pollinators are essential to food production and 
therefore to our lives and the bee population has been in decline in recent years 
due to a range of factors. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that Council resolves for Bruton to become a “Bee 
Friendly Town” by a) managing the land under Town Council contracts to 
enhance pollinator habitats and species, b) engaging with businesses and other 
organisations based in or operating with Bruton Parish to promote bee friendly 
strategies, c) request that landscaping designs, which will form part of new 
housing or commercial developments in the town, are planted with pollinator 
friendly plants that will provide a food source from February through to October. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
18/066 Bruton Community Partnership 

Councillor Crawford reported that there are plans to have a three week art event 
prior to next year’s Packhorse Fair. 
 

18/067 Reports: 
Town Councillors - Councillor Karen Baker stated that she will be able to 
recommence playground inspections after September. 
Councillor Sida reported on a fund raiser for Man on Bench which will take 
place on 8th September.  It will be a family friendly event and tickets will be on 
sale soon. 
Councillor Marsh asked that a request received for a memorial for Derek 
Cooke be considered at the next Services & Amenities Committee. 
Councillor Jones reported that he had attended a meeting of the Emily Estate 
with Councillor Anderton and it is hoped that the Estate will bring opportunities 
for Bruton. 
Chairman – Councillor Hall had nothing further to report this time. 

 
18/068 Items for next agenda 

Police Attendance.  JP lease extension.  Councillors are asked to forward 
items and paperwork for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 20th 
August 2018 at the latest. 

 
At this point Councillor Robinson withdrew from the meeting. 
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18/069 Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 

K F McCarthy 
P Pender-Cudlip 
HMRC 
Pension Trust 
Sherborne Window Cleaning 
Water2Business 
SLR Outdoor Maintenance 
Brue Computing Ltd. 
Stuart Anderton 
Opus Energy 
Total Gas & Power 
D Newton 
Bruton Community Hall 
Total Gas & Power 
Ashtav 
Wincanton Live at Home Scheme 
SALC 
SLR Outdoor Maintenance 
Mill on the Brue Charity Fund 
Phil Simpson 

Salary – July 2018 
Salary – July 2018 
Tax/NI – July 2018 
Employer pension contribution-July 18 
Window cleaning 
Water bill - JP 
Grounds maintenance – June 2018 
Office computer call-out 
IT costs/online services Sept17-May18 
Electricity bill 21/5-19/6/18 
JP Electricity bill May 2018 
Window cleaning 
Hire of hall 26/6/18 
JP Electricity bill June 2018 
Renewal of subscription 
Section 137 grant 2018/2019 
Renewal of subscription 
Grounds maintenance for July 2018 
Christmas evening grant 
Website maintenance June 2018 

   £1523.79 
     £393.14 

£512.30 
£75.45 
£39.60 
£27.81 

£1130.40 
£55.00 

£464.99 
£29.60 
£61.78 
£10.00 
£12.00 
£45.17 
£35.00 

£200.00 
£647.94 

£1017.60 
£2500.00 

£75.00 

 
Resolved 6-0-0 

Councillor Robinson re-joined the meeting. 
 
18/070 Correspondence 

1. Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine – July 2018 
2. SLCC    The Clerk Magazine – July 2018 
3. Wessex Water   Night parking restrictions High St 1-2 Aug 
4. Member of public  Complaint re welfare of game birds 
5. Somerset Waste  Notification of 6am collection times 
6. Bruton Befriending  Thank you for grant award 

 
18/071 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 

It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

18/072 Additional Car Parking for Durslade Community Garden 
Councillor Hall spoke of a discussion regarding additional car parking for the 
Durslade Community Garden.  Highways will be consulted. 

 
18/073 Assistant Town Clerk 

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Hood write to the Assistant Clerk 
to confirm his successful probationary period. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 

Action Points  
1. Tree in Cuckoo Hill hedge – S&A Committee 
2. Accept offer from H&W of parking survey – SH/Clerk 
3. Meet with Station Road car park owner – EJ/LP 
4. Tender document for JP walls to be prepared – Working Party 
5. Library meeting in September – Library Working Group 
6. Speak to Kings School/Highways re Fishponds parking – SH/Clerk 
7. Confirm successful probationary period for Assistant Clerk - JH 


