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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 26th June 2018 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hall, Haselgrove, 

Hood, Jones, Marsh, Pickering, Robinson and Sida  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
 
 
18/032 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillor Abi Baker. 
 

18/033 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Brownlow declared a personal interest in item 7di) “Parking in 
Uphills” as he does park his car in the area. 
Councillor Karen Baker declared a personal interest in item 8 “Ladybird 
Preschool” due to a family connection to the football club. 
Councillor Marsh declared a personal interest in 7ai) “Planning Committee 
Meeting 6th June 2018” as he is a neighbour to one of the applicants, Mill on the 
Brue. 
Councillor Robinson declared a personal interest in item 8 “Ladybird Preschool” 
as he is a committee member of the JPP Trust. 
 

18/034 Minutes of the Meeting held on 29th May 2018 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 29th May 
2018 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
  

18/035 Public Question Time 

A member of Bruton Trust attended and strongly recommended that Council 
renew its membership of Ashtav and spoke of the many benefits and 
opportunities that would result. 

 
18/036 Action Points from the Meeting held on 29th May 2018 

The Clerk reported.  All items are on the agenda. 
 
18/037 Reports from County and District Councillor 

There was no report this time. 
  
18/038 Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee 
i) Planning Committee Meeting 6th June 2018 

Councillor Hall reported.  The recommendations of the Planning 
Committee were noted. 
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b)  Services & Amenities Committee 
      i) Services & Amenities Committee Meeting 5th June 2018 

Councillor Crawford reported the following: 

• Hanging baskets have been erected in the High Street and have 
been watered. 

• A quotation had been received for the repair and partial 
replacement of the recently damaged clatter bridge.  The Clerk was 
instructed to also obtain a quotation for repair only. 

• Actions on the MUGA Project Close Report have now been 
actioned. 

• The MUGA floodlights have now been adjusted as per the 
timetable. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that the recommendations of the Services & 
Amenities Committee be adopted. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
  

c)  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
i) Electronic Banking 
 Councillors Jones reported.  The Clerk recently visited HSBC and there 

still appears to be a problem with agreeing the bank’s procedures for on-
line banking with Council’s financial regulations.  Councillor Robinson 
suggested that changing financial regulations may be worth exploring.  
This item will be discussed again at the next Finance & General Purposes 
Committee Meeting in June 2018.  

 
ii) Grant request from Methodist Homes, Bruton Befriending 
  Discussion took place as to whether this grant application should be taken 

outside of the budget cycle.  
  

It was proposed and seconded that the Clerk write and inform the 
organisation of the budget cycle and invite them to reapply in the Autumn. 

Resolution rejected 3-7-2 
 
 

It was then proposed and seconded that a grant of £200 be given 
immediately. 

Resolved 7-2-3 
 

      iii) Grant request from PCC for drone survey of Church and 
Churchyard 

 Although the Town Council is responsible for the maintenance of the 
churchyard, Councillors were not convinced about a drone survey and it 
was proposed and seconded that the Clerk write to the PCC explaining the 
budget cycle and asking them to re-apply with more information. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

      iv) Renewal of subscription to ASHTAV 
 It was proposed and seconded that the annual subscription to ASHTAV be 

renewed at a cost of £35. 
 Resolved 12-0-0 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

10 
 

  d)  Transport Committee  
i) Library Junction 

Councillor Hood reported.  Revised proposals for the Library Junction 
had previously been circulated.  It was clarified that any adoption of 
proposals at this stage does not necessary mean that the work will happen 
as Highways will still need to carry out a public consultation and the Town 
Council will need to raise 25% of the costs.  The Transport Committee had 
previously agreed the need for a designated loading bay.  Councillors had 
observed the junction this morning during rush hour and believe that the 
proposed scheme will improve traffic flow.  Councillor Robinson stated 
that a safety audit by SCC is now required. 
It was proposed and seconded that the following recommendations for the 
library junction made by the Transport Committee at its meeting on 12th 
June be adopted: 

• A designated loading bay should be included in the revised 
proposals. 

• The revised proposals be adopted. 
Resolved 12-0-0 

 
         ii) Permit Parking in Uphills 

The Transport Committee had previously discussed the idea of a permit 
parking scheme in Uphills after a request from a resident.  However, the 
Committee were not in favour of this idea although it was pointed out that 
the County Council will consider issuing permits if 60% of residents 
express an interest.   
Councillor Brownlow withdrew from the vote. 
It was proposed and seconded that Council will not support this scheme at 
this time. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

        iii) Transport Committee Meeting 12th June 2018 
Councillor Hood reported on all other items discussed at the Transport 
Committee meeting, in particular: 

• The drafting of a Transport Policy will be suspended for the time 
being. 

• Any consultation on short-stay parking in the High Street will be 
governed by the progress of the Library junction proposals. 

• Any road safety initiatives by primary school authorities would be 
supported. 

• Improvements to the area outside Church Bridge Stores will be 
discussed with the store owners and Highways. 

• Visits to local businesses to discuss HGV issues will continue. 
 

It was proposed and seconded that all other recommendations made by 
the Transport Committee be adopted. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

e) Communications Committee 
 i)  Communications Committee Meeting 8th May 2018 

Councillor Anderton reported on the minutes of the Communications 
Committee Meeting held on 8th May 2018.  It was proposed and 
seconded that the recommendations of the Communications 
Committee be adopted. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
   

A draft policy for GDPR will be prepared and distributed for discussion 
at the July full Council meeting. 



 

11 
 

f) Land and Properties Committee 
        i)  Land and Properties Committee Meeting 19th June 2018 

Councillor Jones reported and the minutes were noted.  It was 
proposed and seconded that Station Road Car Park be taken under 
confidential business. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 The Unionist Club EGM had taken place on 1st June 2018 and 2 
members of the Unionist Club attended the L&P Committee Meeting. 
It was proposed and seconded that legal advice be sought from Rosie 
Parr, at a cost of £500, as to the best way forward for the transfer of 
the Freehold and the Clerk delegated powers, in consultation with 
Councillor Jones, to sign the necessary letters of engagement. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 
Discussion then took place regarding the recommendation from the 
Committee that Council move forward to Stage 2 of the Programme 
Plan.  Several Councillors were unhappy to move forward at this stage 
when there were still many unanswered questions.   
 
It was proposed and seconded that Council move forward to Stage 2 of 
the Programme Plan. 
 
An amendment was then made to the original proposal and it was 
proposed and seconded that Council give in principle support to 
moving to Stage 2 subject to receiving a fully approved updated 
programme plan. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 
It was then proposed and seconded that the amended resolution be 
adopted. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
   

A Town Council representative will be required for the Charitable 
Incorporated Organisation and it was proposed and seconded that 
Councillor Hood will become the Town Council representative. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

A Memorandum of Understanding between the Town Council and the 
Unionist Club will be prepared for the next full Council meeting in July. 

 
 

18/039 Request from Ladybird Pre School for a fence area outside the JP 
Pavilion 

 The request for fencing was considered and it was questioned whether other 
interested parties had been consulted.  The Clerk was instructed to write to the 
pre-school asking that a Town Councillor be invited to the next JPP Trust 
meeting.  
 

18/040 Library Working Group 
Councillor Robinson reported.  A library consultation had taken place in the 
Community Office on 4th June 2018 although the representative from the County 
Council had only arrived half way through.  A total of 18 residents attended 
throughout the afternoon and all were in favour of a community library, with 7 
people volunteering to help.  Many were sceptical of a mobile library.  The library 
Trustees have now met and wish to thank the Town Council for its involvement.  
The Trustees are now keen to meet with the Library Working Group, and with the 
Trustees’ help there are now 20 people willing to get involved. 
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18/041 Business Enterprise Centre 
Councillor Hood reported on a recent meeting to discuss the proposed future 
Business Enterprise Centre in Bruton.  Plans for the new centre were shown prior 
to planning permission and concerns were expressed by the Councillors present 
over the design.  Funding has not yet been secured but it is expected that 
planning permission will be applied for soon.  Councillors agreed that a site visit 
to another similar centre should be organised. 

 
18/042 Neighbourhood Plan   

In the current climate of housing demands, Council now believe that it may be a 
good time to consider preparing a Neighbourhood Plan.  Locality grants are still 
available and it was agreed that Councillor Jones will investigate.  The Town 
Council will have to take the lead on any Neighbourhood Plan although help from 
the Community would be desirable.  Councillors Jones, Robinson, Brownlow and 
Hall will form a working party to discuss further and this item will be discussed 
again at the next full Council meeting in July. 

 
18/043 Christmas 2018 

Organisers of the 2018 Christmas event do not have a bank account.  It was 
therefore proposed and seconded that a cheque for the previously agreed grant be 
made payable to Mill on the Brue Charitable Account. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
A full report as to how the money is spent at Christmas will be a condition of the 
grant. 

 
18/044 Bumblebee Conservation Trust 
  This item was deferred until next time. 
 
18/045 Bruton Community Partnership 

Councillor Hood reported.  A presentation by the Emily Estate has been 
postponed until 26th July.  The BCP AGM is to take place on Thursday 28th June 
and it was agreed that Councillor Hood continue as the Council representative. 
 

18/046 Reports: 
Town Councillors - Councillors Baker, Brownlow and Hood gave 
apologies for the next full Council meeting in July. 
Councillor Sida reported on future fund-raising events for Man on a Bench.  A 
Barn Dance with BBQ will take place at Batts Farm on 8th September 2018, 4pm 
start.  Tickets will cost £30 each or £60 for a family. 
Councillor Marsh reported on a 25th Anniversary Service which is to take place 
for Rev. Justin Bailey. 
Councillor Crawford asked that the Uphills Telephone Box be an agenda item 
for next time. 
Councillor Jones reported on a meeting with Councillor Pickering, Pam 
Williams and Steve Fox from SSDC to walk around various sites in the town 
including Riverside Walk.  The future of the SSDC Wincanton office is in doubt.  
The Environment Agency was recently prevented from using weed killers at Mill 
Dam.  Councillor Jones is now trained to carry out biological water quality 
measurements. 
Chairman – Councillor Hall had nothing further to report this time. 

 
18/047 Items for next agenda 

Bees Policy.  Telephone box.  GDPR Policy.  Town Plan Review.  Unionist Club.  
JP lease extension.  Neighbourhood Plan.  Councillors are asked to forward items 
for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 23rd July 2018. 
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18/048 Accounts for Payment 
 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

K F McCarthy 
P Pender-Cudlip 
HMRC 
Pension Trust 
D. Newton 
Streets Reimagined 
Bruton Community Hall 
Bruton Community Hall 
Rialtas Business Solutions 
PG Fire & Security 
Bellitudo 
Lyreco 
K F McCarthy 
Bruton JPP & Youth Club Trust 
Phil Simpson 

Salary – June 2018 
Salary – June 2018 
Tax/NI – June 2018 
Employer pension contrib-June18 
Window cleaning 
Library Junction complete refine phase 
Hire of hall 15/5/18 
Hire of hall 22 & 29/5/18 
Renewal accounts software support 
Parts replaced during routine service 
Toilet scheme – water bill contribution 
Stationery including printer cartridges 
Expenses-mileage to Frome to bank 
MUGA electric bill April 2018 
Website Maintenance May 2018 

   £1571.94 
     £393.14 

£545.39 
£78.40 
£10.00 

£2130.60 
£24.00 
£24.00 

£142.80 
£56.40 
£73.57 

£555.34 
£9.90 

£90.86 
£75.00 

 
Resolved 12-0-0 

18/049 Correspondence 
1. Scottish Widows New rules for frequency of sending bank statements 
 

 
 
18/050 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 

It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

18/051 Station Road Car Park 
It was proposed and seconded that Councillors Jones and Pickering seek 
quotations to resurface the Station Road car park in order to apply for grants. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

The mechanism for using business rate charges to raise money for car parks was 
discussed.  It is believed that 60% of businesses need to agree.  It was proposed 
and seconded that a Business Improvement District be investigated. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 
 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 

Action Points  
1. Obtain quote for clatter bridge repair – Clerk 
2. Write to Methodist Homes re grant – Clerk 
3. Write to PCC re grant processes – Clerk 
4. Renew Ashtav subs – Clerk 
5. Policy document for GDPR – SA 
6. Prepare M of U for next meeting – JH 
7. Reply to preschool – ask for TC rep at next JPP Trust mtg – Clerk 
8. Organise Business Centre site trip – All 
9. Investigate Neighbourhood Plan – EJ 
10. Investigate BID - EJ 


