
 

 

 

 

 

   
 
Minutes of the Land and Property Committee Meeting held in the  
Community Office, Bruton on Tuesday 10th July 2018 
 

Present:   Councillors Brownlow, Hall, Hood, Jones and Robinson  
In the Chair:  Councillor Jones  
In Attendance: The Clerk and one representative of Bruton Unionist Club 
 
1. Election of Chairman 2018/2019 

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Ewan Jones be elected as Chairman for 
2018/19. 

Resolved 5-0-0 
2. Election of Vice-Chairman for 2018/2019 
            It was agreed that a Vice-Chairman was not required for this Committee. 
 
3. Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillor Pickering. 
 
4. Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 
 

5. Unionist Hall 
a) Updated Programme Plan and Stage 2 Business Case 

Councillor Hood introduced the Programme Plan and Stage 2 Business Case 
which had been changed to reflect and be consistent with the Unionist Club 
decision not to release the leasehold at the present time. 
 
Councillor Robinson stated that the documents were very clear and provided a 
good way forward. 
 
Committee wish to recommend that the two documents be presented 
to full Council for approval. 

Resolved 5-0-0 
 
 b) Memorandum of Understanding 

Discussion took place and amendments were suggested, notably the correct 
wording for the building and a query regarding legal fees. 
Committee wish to recommend to full Council that the amended 
Memorandum of Understanding be presented to full Council for 
approval. 
 

c) Update on Legal Advice 
It was agreed that, at this stage, both sets of solicitors should now be contacting 
each other to move things forward. 

 



 

 

 
 d) Update on Establishment of CIO 

An updated Letter of Engagement from Rosie Parr will be signed and returned 
by the Clerk.  Discussion took place regarding the recruitment of Trustees and it 
is hoped that future Trustees will have a wide range of experience including 
charity and legal knowledge. 
 
Councillor Jones reported that an “Awards for All” grant application had been 
submitted last week. 
 
It was agreed that Councillors Hood and Sida should move forward with the 
procurement process together with one member of the Unionist Club. 

 
 e) Update on Public Consultation 

It was suggested that a competition to name the building be run alongside the 
public consultation. 

 
 f) Update on External Communications with both Club and Town 

It was agreed on all sides that there is a definite need for open and clear 
communications, with a further public update/press release to be made after the 
next Council meeting.  Councillor Jones will draft a document and circulate.  
Councillor Robinson requested that Councillors be invited to Unionist Club 
meetings. 
 
The Unionist Club representative stated that he had been in contact with the 
Conservative Association to confirm legal status, and also the local MP who has 
expressed support.  A financial update for the Club was given which shows a 
healthy balance, the rent received for the flat is up-to-date and the bar takings 
have increased from last year. 

 
6.  Abbey Fishponds 
 Councillor Jones read out to the meeting a letter recently received from the Trustees of 

Kings School stating the conditions imposed for any transfer of land.  A 99 year lease 
has been suggested with a break clause of 50 years.  A further preliminary break clause 
of 5 years has been put forward should Council be unable to afford future upkeep.  It 
was stated that a solicitor will need to check the conditions of any funding offers as the 
break clause could be an issue.  Councillor Hall has met with Alice Workman of Hauser 
& Wirth who has stated that H&W will pay legal fees.  Councillor Hall will obtain this 
undertaking in writing and will bring back to the next full Council meeting. 

 Committee wish to recommend to full Council that Battens be 
commissioned to draw up the lease. 

Resolved 5-0-0 
 
7. Confidential Business– Motion to Exclude the Public 

It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the business 
about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolved 5-0-0 
8. Station Road Car Park 
 The cost of resurfacing the car park was discussed.  Councillor Jones is to investigate 

possible funding routes. 
 
 
 



 

 

9. SSDC Asset Transfers 
 It was reported that Councillor Pickering and Jones had walked around town on 22nd 

June with Pam Williams and Steve Fox from SSDC and discussed possible asset 
transfers for various sites.  District Councillor Anna Groskop will be consulted on 
things that were discussed. 
 
Maintenance of the Riverside Walk was considered and Committee would like to 
recommend that the Town Council currently works with SSDC but, should 
the area not be kept in good order, that an application for a transfer of the 
Riverside Walk be made. 

  
 
Members of Committee are advised that they should consider these matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): 
Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Copies of plans reports and correspondence 
mentioned above may be inspected at the Council Office during opening hours or by appointment. 


