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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 27th March 2018 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Abi Baker, Karen Baker, Crawford, Hall, Hood, Jones, 

Marsh, Pickering, Robinson and Sida  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
17/199 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillors Brownlow and Haselgrove. 
 

17/200 Declarations of Interests 
There were none. 
 

17/201 Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th February 2018 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th 
February 2018 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
  

17/202 “Plastic Free Bruton” Presentation by Decca Head 
A presentation was made by Decca Head who spoke of the problem of plastic 
world-wide and the importance of changing people’s attitude on the use of plastic.  
Surfers against Sewerage (SAS) is an initiative set up to stop the use of single-use 
plastic.  Bruton is aiming to achieve “plastic-free” status and the support of the 
Town Council is required in the form of a pledge, as well as the support of 
businesses and schools.  This item will be on the agenda for the next full Council 
meeting.  Decca was thanked for her attendance and left the meeting. 
 

17/203 Public Question Time 

There were no questions. 
 
17/204 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported.  A reply had been sent to the radio station in response to a 
funding request.  The JPP Trust has been informed of the decision regarding the 
payment of the electricity bill.  An application for car parking access will be sent 
to a resident.  All other items are on the agenda. 

 
17/205 Reports from County and District Councillor 

County and District Councillor Anna Groskop reported.  Reorganisation of the 
District Council will mean all SSDC employees will have to reapply for their jobs 
in April.  Area East will however continue in its current form until January 2019.  
The planning department is currently under pressure to pass all large 
applications after a large number were referred to the Inspector and then 
subsequently passed.  The library consultation period has been extended until 
13th June 2018.  Only 300 library users have currently been in contact out of a 
total of 25,000 users. 
Dave Grabham from County Highways has now retired.  Councillor Groskop is 
endeavouring to get an explanation for the current SID situation.  Applications 
for Small Improvement Schemes will be decided in April. 
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17/206 Reports from Committees 
a) Planning Committee 

i) Planning Committee Meeting 28th February 2018 
Councillor Hall reported and the recommendations of the Planning 
Committee were noted.  

         ii) Planning Committee Meeting 13th March 2018 
Councillor Hall reported and the recommendations of the Planning 
Committee were noted.  

       iii) Light Pollution in Town 
Councillors Crawford and Jones recently attended a workshop on light 
pollution which they found very useful.   
 
Many complaints had been received from residents regarding the lights in 
the car park at Kings School, the extreme brightness being caused by 
unshielded LED lights.  However, the School has now switched off the 
lights at night.  Councillors questioned whether planning permission was 
required.  County and District Councillor Groskop also commented on the 
lights at Kings playing field, which point upwards instead of down on the 
playing surface.  Councillor Jones will draft a letter to Kings School 
regarding both the lights in the car park and on the playing field.  
 
Excessive light pollution issues are also a problem at Cuckoo Hill.  Ed 
Tickner from Bruton Trust would like to discuss with Council what things 
could be done in the future, perhaps working with other local parishes, to 
try to influence local planning policy.  Councillor Robinson will write to 
SALC members asking if they have housing developments in their 
parishes with more sensitive lighting.  This item will be discussed again at 
the next Transport Committee meeting. 

      
b)  Services and Amenities Committee 
      i) Services & Amenities Committee Meeting 5th March 2018 

Councillor Robinson reported on the meeting held on 5th March 2018 and 
the minutes were noted.  In particular, the following was reported: 
 

• The search for a venue for a forthcoming circus organised by the 
primary school was the main item discussed, with Jubilee Park 
considered not suitable.  However, the school has found an 
alternative site at Sheephouse Farm on the recommendation of 
Councillor Pickering. 

• A post installation inspection is to be arranged for the MUGA. 

• A post installation report on the new play equipment in the JP play 
area has identified a problem with the surfacing.  It was 
proposed and seconded that the installation fee be 
withheld until the problem has been rectified. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
c)  Finance & General Purposes Committee 

i) Electronic Banking 
 Electronic banking has been set up, however the account used with HSBC 

does not allow correct Town Council procedures to be followed.  The 
electronic banking is therefore only currently used by the Clerk to check 
bank statements.  The Clerk is currently identifying the procedures used 
by other Parish Councils and Councillor Robinson will consult with other 
Councils in his role with SALC.  Councillors are keen to use a pre-paid 
debit card.  It was proposed and seconded that electronic banking 
be suspended until a safer way to proceed is found. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
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Councillors Robinson, Anderton and Jones will meet to discuss this issue 
before the next Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting.  

  
  d)  Land and Properties Committee 

       i) Land and Properties Meeting 6th March 2018 
Councillor Jones reported on the meeting held on 6th March 2018 and the 
minutes were noted.  It is hoped that Rosie Parr will be able to attend the 
next Land and Properties Committee meeting to discuss the setting up of 
Land Trusts. 

     
         ii) Jubilee Park Lease Extension 
   There was nothing further to update at this time. 
 
         iii) Bruton Unionist Club 

It was reported that a quotation for £600 had been received for an 
asbestos survey and it was agreed by Council to go ahead.  The Unionist 
Club AGM is to take place on 19th April 2018 and Councillors Jones and 
Robinson will meet before the agenda is sent out but are unable to attend 
the meeting itself due to prior commitments.  Councillors Hall and Hood 
will attend the meeting. 
The fire service has been approached regarding fire surveys.  Although 
surveys are no longer undertaken by the fire service, they are happy to 
carry out an inspection and a report can be passed to the Unionist Club.  
Councillor Robinson has asked the Unionist Club to provide its Fire Risk 
Assessment document. 
 

         iv) Business Plan for Unionist Club 
The business plan for the Unionist Club had been previously distributed.  
It was agreed that the business plan will now be called the Programme 
Plan and it was proposed and seconded that the document be adopted.  

Resolved 11-0-0 
   
17/207 Library Junction 

The proposals from Fin McNabb for the Library Junction were discussed and it 
was proposed and seconded that these proposals be put to a public meeting to 
decide if there is sufficient support. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

County and District Councillor Groskop has put forward an SIS grant application 
for £50K. 
 

17/208 SSDC Clerks Meeting 
The Clerk reported on a Clerks meeting which took place at the Council offices in 
Yeovil on 14th March 2018.  The District Council reported on the current situation 
regarding its restructuring.  However, the item regarding asset transfer was 
disappointingly not discussed due to the absence of the relevant personnel. 

 
17/209 General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) 

Dates for Councillor training sessions have been previously circulated and all 
Councillors are encouraged to attend.  The Clerk will also attend training 
specifically aimed for Clerks.  Councillors Robinson, Anderson and Hood are to 
meet to discuss the new regulations before they come into effect in May. 
 

17/210 Bruton Tourist Information Centre  
The Clerk reported that she had attended the SSDC Literature Exchange at 
Westlands, Yeovil on 20th March, together with volunteer Marian Kelham, to 
restock the TIC with 2018 tourist pamphlets.  The town’s Step Into Bruton 
pamphlets were also distributed at this event. 
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17/211  Library Working Group 

The future of the library was discussed at the last Services & Amenities 
Committee meeting held on 5th March 2018.  The consultation process has now 
been extended until 13th June 2018.  Councillor Robinson attended a consultation 
event held in Castle Cary on 14th March but it was felt that the event had not been 
adequately advertised and a request will be made to SCC to hold a consultation 
event in Bruton.   
Councillor Robinson has met with the Chairman of the Library Trust and 
reported that the Trust is now in a better financial position than previously and 
membership has increased.  It would now seem to be a viable proposition to 
operate the library with volunteers with SCC help.  It is estimated that the cost to 
run the library in this way would be approximately £6-7K per year, with the Trust 
providing half of the funding and a new Management Committee being set up to 
support.  Councillor Robinson, in the meantime, will seek legal advice and further 
clarification and the library working party will meet in April.  A draft consultation 
response and a funding model will be produced for the next Council meeting in 
April.  A meeting with the Library Trustees is to take place in May. 
 

17/212  Governor Representative for Sexey’s School 
It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Karen Baker be nominated to the 
school as the Town Council representative on the Board of Governors. 

Resolved 10-0-1 
 

17/213  Bruton Community Partnership 
Councillor Hood reported that BCP thanked the Council for its grant towards 
footpaths.  The BCP has offered to provide an information screen for the 
Community Office.  It is also hoped to hold an event in 2019 to celebrate the 500th 
anniversary of Kings School and the 400th anniversary of Sexey’s Hospital. 

 
17/214 Reports: 

Town Councillors - Councillor Pickering reported that she had spoken to 
Gordon Fry about organising a summer event in the town.  Councillor Pickering 
had also attended a meeting with Wyke Farms to discuss HGV’s in the town. 
Councillor Abi Baker reported that she been questioned by a young resident 
about the progress of improvements to the skate park. 
Councillor Karen Baker apologised for being unavailable to undertake 
playground inspections in recent weeks.  It was reported, however, that checks 
had been done by Councillor Abi Baker and all is currently fine. 
Councillor Hood spoke of plans to meet with more lorry companies about HGV 
problems in the town.  Councillor Hood had also received a complaint about the 
lack of tennis facilities and also a complaint from a resident angry with the 
precept increase.  
Councillor Crawford made a request for photographs of the town which could 
be used for a calendar to raise money for “Man on a Bench”. 
Councillor Anderton spoke of a new way of adding details of Council meetings 
onto the website. 
Councillor Jones spoke of discussions which took place during a recent 
inspection of the area along the River Brue. 
Councillor Robinson has had discussions with SSDC about its role in the 
future of the library.  Councillor Robinson has also received complaints about the 
rise in the Council Tax. 
Chairman – A recent fault with the floodlights at the MUGA has caused 
inconvenience for the netball club but the problem has been investigated and 
everything is now fine. 
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17/215  Items for next agenda 

Plastic free Bruton.  GDPR.  Library working party.  Asset transfers.  Councillors 
are asked to forward items for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 16th April 
2018. 

 
17/216 Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
 

K F McCarthy 
P Pender-Cudlip 
HMRC 
Pension Trust 
Phil Simpson 
Phil Simpson 
Brue Computing Ltd. 
SSDC 
Glasdon UK Ltd. 
D. Newton 
Council & Clerks Direct 
Vodaphone 
Bruton Community Hall 
K F McCarthy 
Marian Kelham 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 
Opus Energy 
Kompan Ltd. 
EM Accounts 
EM Accounts 

Salary – March 2018 
Salary – March 2018 
Tax/NI – March 2018 
Employer pension contrib-Mar18 
Website maintenance-Jan18 
Website maintenance-Feb18 
Computer setups for office 
Play equip. installation inspection 
3 x litter bins for JP 
Window cleaning 
Subscription 2018 
Phone bill to 28/2/18 
Hire of hall 27/2/18 
Expenses-mileage 2 x events in Yeovil 
Mileage to attend Literature Exchange 
Display board – outstanding amount 
Electricity bill 18/2-20/3/18 
JP Play equipment – 2nd instalment 
2nd quarter internal audit fee 
3rd quarter internal audit fee 

   £1490.96 
     £403.95 

£546.66 
£73.97 
£75.00 
£75.00 

£118.00 
£300.00 

£1346.54 
£10.00 
£12.00 
£20.14 
£12.00 
£45.90 
£18.00 
£73.15 
£60.12 

£3503.58 
£50.00 
£50.00 

Resolved 11-0-0 
17/217  Correspondence 

1. Clerks & Councils Direct Magazine – March 2018 
2. SLCC    The Clerk Magazine – March 2018 
3. HSBC    Transfer of Accounts 
4. Kompan   Operational and maintenance pack 
 

17/218 Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 
It was proposed and seconded that in view of the confidential nature of the 
business about to be transacted the public and press be excluded. 

Resolved 11-0-0  
 

 
17/219 Land Holdings in Dropping Lane 

Councillor Robinson proposed that this item be taken at the next Finance and 
General Purposes Meeting to assess affordability. 
 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 

Action Points  
1. Letter to Kings regarding lighting – EJ 
2. Contact SALC members re lighting on other developments – JR 
3. Suspend electronic banking – Clerk 
4. Seek legal advice and clarification re library – JR 
5. Draft library consultation response – Library working party 
6. Write to Sexeys re nomination for Governor representative - Clerk 


