
 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 
 
 

Draft Minutes of Transport Committee Meeting held in the  

Community Office, Bruton  

on Tuesday 13th November 2018 at 7.30pm 

 

 

Present:      Councillors Anderton, Brownlow, Hood, Jones, Pickering and Sida 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  The Assistant Clerk 

 

 

1. Apologies for Absence - Apologies were received from Councillor Karen Baker 

2. Declarations of Interest 

No Councillor had any interests to declare 

3. Minutes of meeting held on 11th September 2018 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 11th 

September 2018 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 6-0-0 [For-against-abstain] 

4. Matters raised by residents 

i. Ghost pavement at Shute Lane – The Committee was disappointed to note that 

despite agreeing in December 2015 to install this vital safety measure Somerset 

County Council Highways Department (Highways) had failed to do so.  Highways 

was now advising the Town Council that an application should be submitted via a 

Small Improvement Scheme.   This would mean further, possibly indefinite delay 

and it was therefore agreed to submit a complaint to Highways in writing, with a 

copy being sent to our County Councillor.  

ii. Defect in pavement on Silver Street – This had been reported previously but 

nothing had been done so Members agreed that Highways should be reminded. 

iii. Higher Backway and Tolbury car parks – It was agreed that South Somerset 

District Council (SSDC) should be advised that both car parks are in a poor state of 

repair and need attention. 

iv. Damaged Give Way sign on Godminster Lane – It was noted that this had 

been repaired. 

v. Falling boughs on riverside walk – The trees had been checked and members 

took the view that no further action was necessary. 

 

 



 

 

5. Matters arising from the walkabouts of 26th September and 18th October 2018 

a. Redundant road signs 

It was proposed and seconded that Highways be asked to remove the 

following road signs: pedestrian sign on Cuckoo Hill (West side), old signpost 

on Patwell Street (East side), weight limit sign on Plox, No cycling sign 

blocking pavement on Lovers Lane, old signpost on Lusty (North side) outside 

No 1 Honeywick. 

Resolved 6-0-0 
 

The Committee decided not to request removal of the 30mph signs on Cuckoo Hill for the 

time being.  
 

b. Other signs: 

i. It was proposed and agreed that Highways be asked to replace the clutter of 

signs on the churchyard wall with fingerpost signs on the traffic island at the 

southern end of  Church Bridge. 

Resolved 6-0-0 

ii. It was proposed and agreed that Highways be asked to remove the clutter of 

signs on the wall at the junction of Plox with Godminster Lane leaving just 

the Godminster sign, but this should be higher up the wall because the 

existing Godminster sign is too close to the ground.    

Resolved 6-0-0 

6. HGV weight limit – Councillors Hood and Pickering reported on their findings following 

visits to local operators of HGV fleets: 

• Operators instruct their own drivers to avoid Bruton whenever possible and the 

drivers are keen to do so, in their own interests.  Some companies monitor their 

vehicle locations continuously via tracking devices. 

• Operators have far greater difficulty advising and controlling their sub-contractors. 

• Many road signs are incomprehensible to foreign drivers with limited English.   

• Some hauliers do what they can, including providing instructions and signage in foreign 

languages, but the problem will only be solved when Highways recognises the need to 

install internationally recognisable signs at appropriate places on the highway network. 

• Techniques used to monitor and enforce weight limits in Langport, Norton St Philip and 

Pilton are worth investigating to see if they could be applied effectively in Bruton.  
 

Members of the Committee will be meeting the Police to discuss potential ways forward. 
 

7. Fingerposts - It was agreed that an offer to repair and renovate traditional finger-
posts should be referred to Bruton Community Partnership. 

8. Speed Indicator Devices (SIDs) - It was agreed to enquire whether SLR or AA Road 

Signs would be prepared to undertake the relocation of SIDs at two weekly intervals if 

there were an offer of appropriate training. 

9. Bike rack. 

It was proposed and seconded that the bike rack should be moved from 

Station Road car park to Crown Green, near Church Bridge. 

Resolved 6-0-0 

 

 



 

 

 

 

10. For information  

i. Road markings/sign near Church Bridge Stores: see Full Council decision 30/10/18 

ii. Parking bay at west end of High Street near Truffles: see Council decision 30/10/18 

iii. Tolbury Mill bollards - damage will be remedied by insurers or Tolbury Mill estate 

managers, not by Somerset County Council (SCC) Highways or the Town Council.  

iv. Higher Backway car park - concerns about the parking pressures created by building 

contractors using the car park have been discussed with the contractors who will try 

to mitigate the problem but it is likely to get worse before it gets better. 

v. Guard rails to the footpath from Darkey Lane beside the Brue: defects were reported 

by a resident and passed on to SCC which repaired them promptly.  

vi. Lovers Lane - a potentially dangerous wall and fence have been reported to SCC 

which has closed the path for repairs. 

vii. Trendle Lane - a fallen tree blocking the lane was cleared very quickly by the 

landowner, Mill on The Brue. 

11. Motion to exclude the public. 

It was proposed and seconded that the public be excluded in view of the 

confidential nature of the business about to be transacted. 

Resolved 5-1-0 

12. Car parking in Bruton 

It was proposed and seconded that the Committee should not recommend 

an external consultation on parking to the Council at present. 

Resolved 6-0-0 

13. Next meeting:  the next meeting of the Committee will be on January 15th, 2019. 

 

The meeting finished at 8.50pm 


