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Draft Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 30th April 2019 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hood, Jones, Marsh, 

Pickering, Robinson and Sida  
In the Chair: Councillor Jones 
In attendance: The Assistant Clerk 
  County & District Councillor Anna Groskop 
  1 member of the public 
 

18/219 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Abi Baker and Haselgrove. 

 
18/220 Declarations of Interests 

Councillors Crawford and Hood declared personal interests in the Durslade 
Allotments lease item (18/229 b) ii) b., below) as allotment holders. 

 
18/221 Minutes of the Meeting held on 26th March 2019 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th March 
2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record and be signed at the next meeting 
of the Town Council. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
[For-against-abstain] 

 
18/222 Minutes of extraordinary Meeting held on 4th April 2019 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held 
on 4th April 2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record and be signed at the 
next meeting of the Town Council. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

18/223 Minutes of extraordinary Meeting held on 16th April 2019 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the extraordinary meeting held 
on 16th April 2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record and be signed at the 
next meeting of the Town Council. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
18/224 Public Question Time 

In the light of Bruton Town Council’s decision to declare a Climate Emergency a 
member 0f the public urged the Council to take the following urgent action: 

• promote Bruton’s allotments through an Open Day; 

• urge the Highways Department of Somerset County Council (SCC) to stop 
using high-intensity light-emitting diode (LED) street lighting; such 
lighting is said to have been shown to lead to retinal eye damage and in the 
event of a class-action law suit SCC could be found legally liable; 

• look into the possible environmental damage associated with renewables 
(such as the leaching of heavy metals) and take appropriate action; 

• look into reports of links between leaders of the Extinction Rebellion 
movement, big oil companies and the 5G network, and take appropriate 
action; 

• look into the environmental impact of the 5G network and take 
appropriate action. 
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In response Councillors noted that Bruton Town Council: 

• has repeatedly asked SCC to take action to reduce light pollution emanating 
from the street lighting on Cuckoo Hill whose excessive brightness is 
environmentally damaging and poses risks to human health and safety; 

• has no policy on with 5G or the Extinction Rebellion movement; 

• is currently reviewing all Town Council policies and activities to assess how 
they might be modified to reduce emissions; 

• would be discussing the Terms of Reference of the Council’s Climate 
Emergency Working Group later in the meeting (see 18/229, below); the 
member of the public who had raised these concerns and any other 
interested residents are encouraged to get involved. 
  

18/225 Action Points from Previous Meetings.  None. 
 

18/226 Reports from County and District Councillor Anna Groskop 
County Council: Councillor Groskop reported that she has been doing what she 
can to hurry along the slow progress of the SCC Small Improvement Scheme (road 
crossing) at Plox.  
District Council:  Councillor Groskop is not seeking re-election to the Council 
on which she has served for twenty years but she is proud of what Bruton has 
achieved during her tenure, including the recently established Library Volunteer 
Scheme which is going very well.  Councillors thanked and congratulated her for 
all she had done for Bruton, including promoting the Station Road car park and 
the admission of local children to Sexey’s School.   Councillor Groskop responded 
that any such achievements were the result of a team effort. 
 

18/227 Reports from Committees 
a) Planning Committee  

The recommendations of the Planning Committee meeting of 4th April 2019 
were noted. 

b)  Services & Amenities Committee 
Councillors Crawford, Marsh and Pickering reported: 
i) Tree at Batts Hole 

It is not known who owns the land in question and the offending tree.   The 
Council has no direct responsibility for either but through its good offices 
an arboriculturalist has agreed to liaise with the affected residents and 
make the tree safe. 

ii) Jubilee Park 
a. Multi Use Games Area (MUGA):  It has been confirmed that 

because of the hazards associated with shadows on surfaces used 
for high speed recreation (like skating or playing games) the 
MUGA lights may not be used to illuminate the proposed 
adjoining skate park.   For the same reason, when (in the future) 
one of these two facilities is illuminated the other must also be 
illuminated, whether or not it is being used at the time. 

b. Jubilee Park lease: The landlord’s solicitor had raised a number 
of legal, financial and procedural issues including limitations on 
how the Park is used, the cost of repairing and maintaining the 
wall, Section 106 agreements and the Community Infrastructure 
Levy.   It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Marsh set 
out the Council’s position in respect of these matters and express 
its disappointment that they had been raised so late in the 
discussions and after such an unnecessarily long delay. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
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iii) Durslade Allotments lease 

After a brief discussion it was proposed and seconded that Councillor 
Robinson would investigate how to take this matter forward 

Resolved 10-0-0 
  c)  Transport Committee  

Councillor Hood noted that the transport implications of the proposed 
housing development south of Brewham Road had been discussed at an 
extraordinary meeting of the Council on 4th April and that the Council’s 
recommendations had been passed on to the District Council (SSDC). 

  d)  Land and Property Committee 
Fishponds.  Councillors noted the need to erect new fencing without delay. 

 
18/228 Unionist Hall.  After a brief discussion it was proposed that the C0nsultation 

Report be noted and that the Consultants be thanked and commended for 
producing such a very good and useful piece of work. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
It was further noted that the Consultants’ recommendations were for the consideration 
of the Unionist Hall Committee (rather than the Town Council) in the first instance. 

 
18/229 Bruton Town Council Climate Emergency Working Group (CEG) 

It was noted that the CEG will not be a Council Committee but rather a Working 
Group operating under the aegis of the Council, with 1 to 3 Councillors as 
members, and that its main brief would be to advise the Council on how to make 
its policies and practices more sustainable.    It was proposed and seconded that 
the proposed Terms of Reference be adopted. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
18/230 Bruton Community Partnership (BCP) 

i) BCP had received a report on recent Bruton Trust initiatives including:  
1. Substantial tree maintenance in the graveyard around St Mary The Virgin 

Church which has had the effect of opening up the view; 
2. A formal representation to the Planning Department of SSDC objecting to 

the proposed housing development on land to the south of Brewham Road. 
3. An investigation into the possibility of having the area surrounding Bruton 

designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), lying as it 
does between the Cranborne Chase and Mendip Hills AONBs. 

ii) Recent activities of BCP itself include: 
1. A detailed survey of local footpaths. 
2. An investigation into the feasibility of employing a Young Offender working 

party for footpath restoration and maintenance.  Sadly this option appears 
impracticable because of Health and Safety restrictions governing the 
employment of Young Offenders. 

3. Considering a report from a recently established group which is exploring 
how Bruton could be made a safer, more secure and more friendly place for 
those suffering from dementia and their carers. 
 

18/231 Councillor Reports: 

• Councillor Hood reported on discussions relating to the lease of land near 
the fishponds. 

• Councillor Brownlow reported on difficulties relating to the collection of 
trade waste from premises inaccessible to large waste collection vehicles.   
District Councillor Groskop added that similar problems have been reported 
in many other parts of South Somerset. 

• Councillor Karen Baker reported on efforts to form a local Dementia Support 
group and on help received from similar groups in Castle Cary and Wincanton. 

• Councillor Marsh reported that an obstructive tree had been removed from 
Gants Lane and that the road surface had been planed. 
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• Councillor Crawford reported that a group of volunteers planned to repaint 
the telephone box; there is a stock of paint already in the town.  She also 
looked forward to seeing flowers back in the troughs outside the churchyard. 

• Councillor Pickering reported on the Bruton 500 celebrations. 

• Councillor Jones reported that he had attended two meetings to discuss the 
formation of the Climate Emergency Working Group.   He had also visited 
Frome Town Council to look into how they manage business; a report will be 
submitted to the Annual Meeting of Bruton Town Council 

 
18/232 Accounts for Payment 

It was proposed and seconded that the payments listed below be approved: 
Resolved 10-0-0 

 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 

SLR Outdoor Maintenance 
SLR Outdoor Maintenance 
K F McCarthy 
P Pender-Cudlip 
HMRC 
Pension Trust 
Phil Simpson 
D. Newton 
Total Gas & Power 
Vodafone 
PG Fire & Security 
SSDC 
SSDC 
K F McCarthy 
Marian Kelham 
Google Ireland Ltd 
Microsoft Ireland Ltd. 
Bruton Community Hall 
Bruton Festival of Arts 
Ellenbray Stationery 
Opus Energy 
Cats Café 
Counterculture Partnership LLP 
JPP and Youth Trust Club 
Bruton Museum 
Bruton Festival of Arts 
Bruton United Football Club 
Bruton Library 
Friends of Bruton Railway 
Bruton Mini-Day Care Centre 
Bruton Choral Society 
SSCAT Bus 
Man on Bench Ltd. 

Grounds maintenance-March 2019 
Repair car park surface 
Salary – April/May 2019-Final salary 
Salary – April 2019 
Tax/NI – April 2019 
Employer pension contrib-April/May 19 
Website maintenance March 2019 
Office window cleaning 
JP Electricity bill March 2019 
Phone bill to 31/03/19 
Alarm annual maintenance from ¼/19 
Station Road car park rates 2019/2020 
Dovecote office rates 2019/2020 
Expenses – visits to Frome and Yeovil 
Expenses–help at Literature Exchange 
G Suite basic useage – April 19 
On-line Services – April 19 
Hire of hall for March meetings x 2 
Grant 2018/2019 
Memory stick 
Electricity Bill 21/3-19/4/19 
1st Quarter toilet lease 2019/2020 
Bruton UH consultation-2nd payment 
Grant 2019/2020 
Grant 2019/2020 
Grant 2019/2020 
Grant 2019/2020 
Section 137 Grant 2019/2020 
Section 137 Grant 2019/2020 
Section 137 Grant 2019/2020 
Section 137 Grant 2019/2020 
Section 137 Grant 2019/2020 
Section 137 Grant 2019/2020 

£988.80 
£762.00 

£1736.24 
     £501.54 

£643.66 
£175.36 
£75.00 
£10.00 

£157.79 
£19.44 
£84.00 

£775.05 
£1890.35 

£37.20 
£20.00 
£49.50 
£18.96 
£24.00 

£3000.00 
£11.99 
£74.83 

£166.25 
£4,433.88 
£1,000.00 
£1,000.00 
£3,000.00 
£2,000.00 
£4,000.00 

£100.00 
£200.00 
£400.00 

£1,000.00 
£1,000.00 

 
18/233 Correspondence: 

1.   Opus Energy - increase of electricity rates from 1st April 2019 
2.   FM Griffin & Sons - renewal of Grass Keep at Dovecote 2019/2020 

 
18/234 Human resources – Town Clerk and Responsible   Officer (RFO). 

It was proposed and seconded that the recruitment timetable and process 
previously proposed be agreed. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


