
 

49 
 

 
 

 

  
 
 
Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 26th February 2019 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hood, Jones, Marsh, 

Pickering, Robinson and Sida 
 Councillor Haselgrove arrived after item 9.a.iv) Planning Application 

18/03479/FUL – Land at Burrowfield   
In the Chair: Councillor Robinson, as Vice-Chair, stood in for item 1, after which Councillor 

Jones took over the Chair 
In attendance: The Clerk 
  County & District Councillor Anna Groskop 
  PCSO Tim Russell 
  One member of the public 
 
18/166 Election of Chairman 

It was reported that Councillor Hall had resigned due to differences of opinion 
and it was proposed and seconded that Councillor Ewan Jones be elected as the 
new Chairman. 

Resolved 9-0-1 
 

It was acknowledged that Steve Hall had chaired the Council well and he was 
thanked for his time and hard work on the Council. 

 
18/167 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

Apologies were received from Councillor Abi Baker. 
  
18/168 Police Report 

PCSO Tim Russell was welcomed to the meeting.  A report showing the number of 
crimes by offence type had previously been distributed and PCSO Russell 
answered questions from Council.  It is hoped to restart the speedwatch scheme 
and to also undertake HGV monitoring in Bruton.  There have also been problems 
recently with power tools being stolen from vans.  
PCSO Russell was thanked for his attendance and withdrew from the meeting. 

 
18/169 Declarations of Interests 

Councillor Robinson declared a personal interest in item 12 “Library Launch Day 
Events” as he is a member of the Library Management Committee. 
 

18/170 Minutes of the Meeting held on 22nd January 2019 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 22nd 
January 2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
  

18/171  Public Question Time 

There were no questions. 
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18/172 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported.  Councillor Pickering had met with Louis Tuson and the car 
park lights have now been adjusted.  A working party has still to meet regarding 
the Skate Park/Play Area.  The Clerk has contacted Hauser & Wirth regarding a 
new lease for the Community Garden. The fence for the pre-school has now been 
completed.  A review of cemetery regulations and a letter of thanks to Malcolm 
Hord have still to be done.  The window cleaning contract has been cancelled.  All 
other items are on the agenda. 

 
18/173 Reports from County and District Councillor 

County and District Councillor Anna Groskop reported.  Thanks and 
congratulations were given to Steve Hall for doing a splendid job as Mayor.  Ewan 
Jones was welcomed as the new Mayor.  Councillor Groskop had recently 
attended a Standards Committee and reported that the Code of Conduct for 
Councillors is currently being reviewed as it is not currently considered fit for 
purpose.  A reminder was given that Councils are not allowed to prevent freedom 
of speech amongst their members when comments are made on a personal 
opinion basis.   
Planning procedures have changed and decisions on planning applications will 
now go to regulation instead of Area East. 
SCC has now managed to balance the budget but there are still problems over lack 
of funding for the Children’s Department.  It costs £60K per year to keep a child 
in care and this figure is growing.  It was asked whether the Town Council would 
consider sponsoring a child. 
 

 
18/174 Reports from Committees 

a) Planning Committee  
i) Planning Committee Meeting 23rd January 2019 

The recommendations of the Planning Committee were noted. 
 

ii) Planning Committee Meeting 13th February 2019 
This meeting was cancelled due to a lack of members. 

 
iii) Planning Committee Meeting 20th February 2019 

This meeting was rescheduled from the week before.  Two applications 
were considered, one was approved and the other deferred.  The minutes 
of this meeting are not yet available. 

 
        iv) Planning Application 18/03479/FUL – Land at Burrowfield 

Questions had been asked of the developers but answers had yet to be 
received.  It was therefore agreed to defer a decision on this application 
until the answers had been received in writing.  In the meantime, a visit 
will take place next Monday to the Enterprise Centre in Highbridge.  Once 
the answers to questions have been received, an extraordinary meeting 
will be called to make a decision on this application. 
 
At this point Councillor Haselgrove arrived. 

 
         v) Brewham Road Development 

Councillor Robinson reported on 2 recent meetings which took place on 
6th February.  The first meeting was attended by Councillors Robinson, 
Anderson and Crawford, together with representatives from Acorn.  The 
developers had received mixed feedback from a Consultation and, 
although not planning to build for 3 years, they will be putting forward an 
application for outlined planning permission soon.  There are plans for 60 
smaller dwellings in the price range of £200K. 
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A second meeting then took place with residents, who expressed concerns 
over this development.  A petition against the development has now 
reached 450 signatures.  The local plan was discussed and, although 
Council has yet to officially comment, the general feeling amongst 
residents appeared to be that the Council was pro-development.  It was 
agreed that some sort of strategy for the town is required and residents are 
happy to help with this.  It was agreed that the developers proposed road 
scheme will be discussed at the next meeting of the Transport Committee. 

 
         vi) Planning Committee Vacancy 

Due to the resignation of Steve Hall, there is now a vacancy on the 
Planning Committee.  The assistant clerk will circulate a request for a new 
Committee member. 

 
b)  Services & Amenities Committee 

Councillor Crawford reported. 
        i) Tree Warden 

It was proposed and seconded that Steve Hall continue as Tree Warden, 
alongside Suzanna van Moyland, and that authorisation for any 
expenditure within financial regulations be delegated to the Clerk. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

      ii) Tree Work in St. Mary’s Churchyard 
A request had been received from the Church Fabric Committee for 
financial help for work needed to trees in the Churchyard.  It was 
proposed and seconded that £300 be awarded and that it be 
recommended to the Church Fabric Committee that a second quotation be 
obtained. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

      iii) Membership of National Allotment Society 
It was proposed and seconded that payment be authorised for the annual 
membership fee of £23. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

      iv) Jubilee Park Lease Extension 
Councillor Marsh reported that he had been in contact with the solicitors 
Fowler Fortescue.  Although it is a somewhat torturous process, it does 
appear that the lease extension is still on track. 

 
       v) Decommissioning of Eastfield Play Area 

Councillors discussed options for the decommissioning of the Eastfield 
play area.  It was proposed and seconded that the Clerk obtain 3 
quotations for the removal and making safe of the area. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

       vi) Request to use Jubilee Park as home rounders pitch 
A request had been received to use Jubilee Park for rounders practice 
sessions and matches.  Council agreed in principal, but the club will need 
to contact the Jubilee Park Pavilion Trust for permission. 

 
        v) Cemetery Car Park 

Cars and vans from Cubis Development contactors had been parking in 
the cemetery car park, despite requests from the Clerk not to do so.  
Complaints about this situation had also been received from residents.  
PCSO Tim Russell had spoken to the site manager and the problem now 
appears to have been resolved.  Grateful thanks were expressed to PCSO 
Tim Russell for his help. 
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c) Transport Committee  

Councillor Hood reported on the status of on-going projects.  The aim for 
Bruton is to be a safe place in which to walk and cycle.  In the Town Plan 
there is a commitment to 3 sets of plans, the Library Junction safety 
improvements, a High Street safety commission (this has been withdrawn 
at the present time), and to commission a study for safe and easy walking 
routes to the town centre. 
The following was also reported: 

• Traffic calming for Plox and Silver Street is awaiting funding. 

• It is hoped that Speedwatch will be restarted and a new SID 
obtained. Restriction of HGV vehicles will be put in place in the 
light of PCSO Tim Russell’s report. 

• The south platform at the railway station is still under discussion 
and Councillor Hood is to attend a railway meeting in Taunton 
with Nick Scott. 

• A footpath group has been formed by BCP. 

• More short stay parking is required. 

• Inspections are made of the town and problems reported. 

• The next meeting of the Transport Committee will take place on 
Tuesday 12th March 2019. 

 
 

d)  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
       i) Bank Mandate 

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Jocelyn Crawford be 
approved as a new signatory for the bank mandate. 

Resolved 10-0-1 
  

         ii) On-line Banking – Changes to Financial Regulations 
Agreement could not be reached.  This item was deferred until after the 
Town Council elections in May. 

 
 
  e)  Land and Property Committee 
        i) Station Road Car Park 

The Clerk reported that she had been in contact with the site owner 
regarding extending the lease, and solicitors had been instructed.  It 
appears that both the Council and the site owner have the same solicitors 
although from different offices.  It is hoped that this will not prove a 
problem and the Clerk is waiting to hear back from the solicitors. 
 

         ii) Station Road Car Park Surface 
The surface is now in a very poor state and, in light of the extended lease, 
the clerk was instructed to obtain three quotations to repair the surface to 
an acceptable level. 

 
 
 
 
        iii) Unionist Hall Community Consultation 

Two consultation events are taking place on 28th February and 2nd March 
2019, to include various workshops and a quiz.  The consultants will be in 
attendance for both days and will put together a business plan for 
presentation at the March full Council meeting.  There has been a good 
response to the survey. 
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     iv) Fishponds Lease Update 
Councillor Jones reported that an e-mail had been received from our 
solicitors and it appears that Kings governors now wish the Council to pay 
for the fence.  The new offer was discussed, and it was agreed to arrange a 
meeting with Louis Tuson. 

 
      v) Walls Update 

It was reported that Steve Hall has forwarded some very useful 
information, and this will be considered at the next Land and Properties 
Committee Meeting.  A working party to consider the subject of walls had 
been previously set up and will now consist of Councillors Karen Baker, 
Hood and Robinson. 
 

18/175 Allotments 
 The Clerk reported on a recent verbal abuse incident from an allotment holder 

which took place in the Community Office on Monday 18th February 2019.  It was 
agreed that Council workers should not be subjected to such abuse and PCSO Tim 
Russell will be asked to speak to the culprit in the first instance.  Councillor Jones 
will then write to the allotment holder stating a breach of contract and asking for 
comment.  Advice will also be sought from the Allotment Society regarding the 
terms and conditions of Council’s current tenancy agreement. 

 
 Councillor Robinson will draft a lone worker policy for consideration at the next 

full Council meeting. 
 

 The current allotment regulations will be reviewed at the next Services & 
Amenities Committee Meeting. 

 
18/176 IT Systems 

Councillor Anderson had prepared a policy document, previously distributed, 
outlining a procedure to follow to ensure continuity of IT systems during and 
after the Town Council election.  Currently the only people with access to 
administrative issues are the Town Clerk and Councillor Anderton.  It was 
therefore recommended that, for the future, an IT specialist in Bruton be 
appointed as a back-up. 
Councillor Anderton will action and report back. 
 

18/177  Library Launch Day Events 
A request had been received for permission to run children’s events in the town 
for the launch of the new community library in April.  It was proposed and 
seconded that this permission be given. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

18/178 Election Drop-In Event on 5th March 2019 
Councillor Robinson reported that a notice had been put in the Dove.  The event 
will take place in the Community Office on Tuesday 5th March between 4pm and 
8pm and Councillors were asked to attend if possible.   

 
18/179 Bruton Community Partnership 

Councillor Brownlow had attended the last meeting of the BCP and reported the 
following: 

• Man on Bench – lawyers of the sculptor have now become involved. 

• A report was given about the forthcoming 500 celebrations which are due 
to take place in May which will include:  Open gardens, an art exhibition 
for local artists, a cycle event at Sheephouse Farm, Packhorse Fair, a re-
enactment event on 26th May, a jazz café at Hauser & Wirth, 3 Steinbeck 
events and a raffle at the Chapel. 

• It is hoped to launch a community fund to raise money for local projects. 
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18/180 First Aid Course 
The Clerk’s first aid certificate expired on 25th January 2019.  It was proposed and 
seconded that the Clerk book onto a First Aid at Work course. 

Resolved 11-0-0 
 

18/181 Reports: 
Town Councillors - Councillor Karen Baker is happy to be involved with 
the scheme for a dementia friendly town and will be attending a forthcoming 
meeting. 
Councillor Hood reported that a fence between the MUGA and Dovecote is 
damaged.  This repair is in hand. 
Councillor Brownlow reported that John Bishton has approached the 
Heritage Lottery Fund for funding for the fishponds.  
Councillor Anderson spoke of a forthcoming Wassailing event which is to take 
place at the Emily Estate. 
Councillor Crawford reported that litter is accumulating around the picnic 
areas in Lower Backway, even though there are 2 litter bins in the location.  
Possibly some signs are needed. 
Chairman – Councillor Jones has spoken to John Bishton about Bruton 
becoming an Area of Natural Outstanding Beauty.  There is a MTIG meeting in 
Yeovil on Thursday 28th February 2019. 

 
18/182 Items for next agenda 

Unionist Hall Consultation Report.    Councillors are asked to forward 
items and paperwork for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 18th 
March 2019.   

 
 
18/183 Accounts for Payment 

 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

K F McCarthy 
P Pender-Cudlip 
HMRC 
Pension Trust 
Phil Simpson 
SLR 
Mike Sanders 
D. Newton 
Total Gas & Power 
Vodafone 
Vodafone 
K F McCarthy 
Google Ireland Ltd 
Microsoft Ireland Ltd. 
Opus Energy 
Opus Energy 
BT 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 
Bruton Community Hall 
Counterculture LLP 
Tsohost 
National Allotment Society 
Phil Simpson 

Salary – Feb 2019 
Salary – Feb 2019 
Tax/NI – Feb 2019 
Employer pension contrib-Feb 19 
Website maintenance Dec 2018 
Extra grounds maintenance January 
Train fare London re UH consultation 
Office window cleaning 
JP Electricity bill January 2019 
Phone bill to 31/12/18 
Phone bill to 31/01/19 
Expenses – Feb 2019 
G Suite basic useage – Feb 19 
On-line Services – Feb 19 
Electricity bill to 20/01/19 
Electricity bill to 17/02/19 
Internet Services 
Stationery and loo products 
Hire of hall for January meeting 
Unionist Hall Consultation fees (50%) 
Domain renewal 
Membership fee 
Website maintenance January 2019 

£1523.99 
     £392.78 

£503.70 
£150.90 
£75.00 

£451.20 
£55.10 
£10.00 

£395.17 
£17.78 
£21.64 
£11.40 
£49.50 
£18.96 
£85.23 
£92.74 

£160.68 
£227.39 
£12.00 

£3,600.00 
£11.99 
£23.00 
£75.00 

 
Resolved 11-0-0 
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18/184 Correspondence 
1. The Dorset Lengthsman Highways maintenance to Parish Councils 

 
 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 
 
 
 
 

Action Points  
1. Extraordinary meeting to be arranged – Clerk 
2. Discuss policy re Brewham Road – Transport Committee 
3. Circulate request for new planning member – Assistant Clerk 
4. Write to Church Fabric Committee re obtaining another quote – Clerk 
5. Obtain 3 quotes for decommissioning Eastfield play area – Clerk 
6. Reply re rounders request – Clerk 
7. Obtain 3 quotes for car park surface – Clerk 
8. Draft lone worker policy – JR 
9. Review current allotment regulations – S & A Committee 


