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Minutes of the Town Council Meeting held on Tuesday 25th September 2018 
in the Bruton Community Hall at 7.30 pm 
 
 
Present: Councillors: Anderton, Abi Baker, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Hall, 

Haselgrove, Hood, Jones, Marsh, Pickering, Robinson and Sida  
In the Chair: Councillor Hall 
In attendance: The Clerk 
  County & District Councillor Anna Groskop 
 
18/092 Welcome and Apologies for Absence 

There were no apologies. 
 
 

18/093 Police Report 
PCSO Tim Russell was unable to attend this time.  The Clerk showed a poster 
from the Independent Advisory Group who are looking for new members.  A copy 
will be sent to all Councillors. 

 
18/094 Declarations of Interests 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

18/095 Minutes of the Meeting held on 28th August 2018 
Item 18/085 was amended to read “a Councillor reported on a recent meeting”.  
It was proposed and seconded that the amended minutes of the meeting held on 
28th August 2018 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
  

 
18/096 Public Question Time 

There were no members of the public present.   
 
18/097 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

The Clerk reported.  BT has been informed that the Town Council no longer wish 
to keep the Uphills phonebox.  All other items are on the agenda. 

 
 
18/098 Reports from County and District Councillor 

Councillor Anna Groskop thanked the Town Council for its contribution towards 
the running of the Community (CAT) Bus.  There was nothing further to report 
this time.  
 

18/099 Reports from Committees 
a) Planning Committee  

i) Planning Committee Meeting 12th September 2018 
Councillor Hall reported.  Due to the minutes being unavailable, this item 
was deferred until next time.  
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ii) Noise Pollution from Station Road Industrial Estate 
Councillor Hall reported that residents suffering from noise issues 
emanating from the workshops of Longpre Furniture had asked the Town 
Council for support in this matter as the noise problem has yet to be 
resolved by SSDC.   
 
It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk be asked to send a letter to SSDC 
supporting the residents’ complaints and to ask for an update of what 
action is to be taken. 
 

 
   
 

b)  Services & Amenities Committee 
      There had been no meeting of the S & A Committee in September. 

i) Playground Repairs 
Quotations for both the replacement of the bridge and the repair 
only of the chains have received.   It was agreed that GB Sport & 
Leisure be also asked to quote for the repair of the clatterbridge 
and at the same time the Clerk will see if there are any safety 
inspection issues which may arise if a third party was to repair the 
equipment. 

          ii) Emptying of Jubilee Park rubbish bins 
The Clerk has arranged with SSDC for the four rubbish bins in 
Jubilee Park to be emptied twice a week at a total cost of £44.88 
per week.  This is intended as a short-term fix and the contract will 
be discussed further at the next Services & Amenities Committee 
Meeting. 
  

 
   iii) Jubilee Park Lease Extension 

Councillor Marsh reported that he is awaiting an update but hopes 
that the paperwork will be completed in October 2018. 

    
  

 
c)  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
      i) Business Debit Card 

The Clerk reported that the two HSBC bank accounts work together as a 
“sweet” which means that the savings account feeds in to and out of the 
current account as and when needed, with the current account always 
retaining a balance of £1 at the end of the day.  Due to this, the 
instantaneous operating of the debit card has proved problematic, with 
the card being rejected due to “insufficient funds”.  The Clerk has 
therefore removed the “sweet” element and the two accounts now operate 
separately.  £10,000 has now been transferred from the savings account 
to the current account to facilitate future payments.  Due to the very low 
interest rates, this transfer of money is not unduly effecting interest 
earned on the savings account balance. 
 

        ii) Conclusion of External Audit for year ended 31st March 2018 
The Clerk reported that the certified Annual Return for the year ended 31st 
March 2018 has been received from the External Auditors and the Notice 
of Conclusion of Audit will be posted on the website. 
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  d)  Transport Committee  
i) Transport Committee Meeting 11th September 2018 

Councillor Hood reported on the meeting held on 11th September 2018 and 
the minutes were noted.  In particular the following was reported: 

• The High Street feasibility study is no longer considered a priority 
with the money being better spent towards the parking survey and 
the purchase of a new SID.  It was noted that £100, previously 
received from Pitcombe Parish Council, is also available towards 
the purchase of a SID. 

• A local business has been approached about match funding and an 
answer is awaited. 

• Volunteers to operate the SID have yet to be identified and trained.  
In the absence of volunteers, the grounds maintenance contractor 
could be asked to help. 

MOTION: 
1. It was proposed and seconded that delegated authority be 

given to the Clerk in consultation with the Chair of the 
Transport Committee to purchase a new SID subject to 
the purchase price being within the £3.6K budget. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
 

2. It was proposed and seconded that £5K currently 
reserved for the High Street Feasibility Study be vired as 
follows: 

• £500 for Chapter Eight (SID) training for 2 people. 

• £4.5K allocated towards commissioning a survey 
and report into the Town’s parking needs. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
 
         ii) Pavement in Silver Street 

The Clerk reported on a recent incident in which a resident was injured 
after falling on a pavement in Silver Street.  The incident has been 
reported to SSDC who have confirmed they will come and inspect the 
area.   
This item will now be dealt with by the Transport Committee who will 
include this area on the Committee’s next walkabout. 

   
e)  Land and Properties Committee 

i) Land and Property Committee Meeting 18th September 2018 
Councillor Jones reported on the meeting held on 18th September and the 
resolutions recorded on the minutes were noted.  An invitation to tender 
for the Community Consultation had been sent to interested parties 
earlier today.  The HR committee will consider the request for extra staff 
support at its next meeting in October. 
 
It was then proposed and seconded that the following recommendations 
of the Committee be approved: 
1) Unionist Hall - Establishing the CIO 

The Town Council will accept the decision of the Trustees 
to set up as a Foundation Trust with the Chair having the 
casting vote. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
   2) Unionist Hall – Community Consultation 

Councillor Jones, Sida and Hood to be appointed to the 
sub-committee and six further members from the 
Trustees to be offered the opportunity to be co-opted if 
needed. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
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18/100 Jubilee Park Walls 
 A tender document has yet to be prepared by the Working Party.  However, once 

this document has been finalised, it was proposed and seconded that the Clerk be 
permitted to send out requests for tender in consultation with members of the 
Working Party. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
 

18/101 Trees 
Councillor Jones spoke of tree problems in Patwell Lane, Silver Street and 
Berkeley Gardens that had been raised by residents.  The tree overhanging a 
garden in Patwell Street is originating from land owned by SSE and the Clerk will 
contact the energy company to ask for their help.  SSDC will be contacted about 
the willow trees near Leggs Bridge and Church Bridge. 
i) Fallen Branch in Riverside Walk 

The Clerk reported on an incident where a small branch from a poplar tree 
fell close to people walking on Riverside Walk.  No one was hurt but a 
letter had been received about the matter.  SSDC are aware of the problem 
and an officer has already visited to inspect the tree.  A report from SSDC 
is awaited. 
    
 

18/102 Library Working Group 
Councillor Robinson reported that things are looking positive and there is now a 
list of about 30 volunteers who are willing to help.  Future governance was 
discussed and legal advice has been received about the setting up of a 
Management Committee.  It is estimated that approximately £7–£8K will be 
required to run the library and it is anticipated that the Town Council will 
eventually be asked for a grant.  It is also important to liaise with other bodies in 
town that are trying to save the library.  In addition there is a need to look at the 
long-term development. 
 
 

18/103 Business Enterprise Centre 
It was reported that the planning application for the Business Enterprise Centre 
is to be submitted soon.  Evidence of a need for the Centre would help with the 
business case and SCC are happy to participate in a public event although this 
would need to take place before 12th October.  It was therefore agreed to hold a 
drop-in event at the Unionist Club on Thursday 4th October, 3pm to 7.30pm.  The 
Clerk will book the venue and Councillor Robinson will liaise with SCC. 
 
 

18/104 Cemetery 
It was proposed and seconded that the request to scatter ashes on the Dovecote 
be approved. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
 
 
18/105 Office Cleaning  

It was proposed and seconded that the Clerk place an advertisement for a cleaner 
for the High Street office for one hour a week. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
 
18/106 Bruton Community Partnership 

Councillor Hood reported on the meeting held last week.  The centenary 
celebrations to take place in 2019 were discussed.  A request was made by 
Councillor Hood for BCP to provide an update on the use of funds given by the 
Town Council for footpath maintenance. 
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18/107 Reports: 
Town Councillors - Councillor Pickering reported on the preparations for 
the 2019 Celebrations and a programme of events should be available by mid- 
October.   
Councillor Karen Baker is still awaiting a reply from Sexey’s School about the 
Town Council representative on the board of Governors. 
Councillor Hood reported that he has met with a resident who is keen to lead 
the speed watch volunteers. 
Councillor Brownlow reported on an event recently attended with Councillor 
Crawford which explained the reorganisation of SSDC.  A lot of services will now 
be accessed on-line with local community access points for people who prefer 
direct contact. 
Councillor Sida reported that the recent duck race and tea had been very 
successful and £370 had been raised for the Man on Bench fund.  The cancelled 
barn dance has now been rescheduled for May 2019. 
Councillor Marsh reported on the recent Chamber of Commerce AGM.  There 
is now a membership of 58.  The outgoing Chair is now staying on as Acting Chair 
until a replacement is found.  With the aid of a grant, the Chamber has now 
employed someone to help with social media.  There is currently a large supply of 
“Step Into Bruton” and there is no need for a new brochure to be produced at this 
time.  The Christmas Event this year will take place on 12th December. 
Councillor Crawford reported on a library event held in Castle Cary at which it 
was suggested that Castle Cary, Bruton and Wincanton could hold a mutual 
consultation over the future of the libraries.   
Councillor Jones congratulated the duck race organisers.  The Brue Crew have 
carried out work in the river, with the second phase of work to take place on 13th 
October.  A donation of stone has been received which will greatly help with the 
work. 
Chairman – Councillor Hall reported that a new Tree Warden had been 
appointed. 

 
18/108 Items for next agenda 

JP lease extension.  Footpath initiative.  Councillors are asked to forward 
items and paperwork for the next agenda to the Clerk by Monday 22nd 
October 2018 at the latest. 

 
At this point County & District Councillor Groskop left the meeting. 

 
18/109 Accounts for Payment 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
 

K F McCarthy 
P Pender-Cudlip 
HMRC 
Pension Trust 
Total Gas & Power 
D Newton 
Bruton Community Hall 
Norton 
Lancasterparr 
Lyreco UK Ltd. 
K F McCarthy 
PKF Littlejohn LLP 
Phil Simpson 
Opus Energy 
SLR Outdoor Maintenance 
Richard Hollingbery 
SSCAT 

Salary - September 2018 
Salary – September 2018 
Tax/NI – September 2018 
Employer pension contrib - Sept 18 
JP Electricity bill August 2018 
Window cleaning 
Hire of hall 28/8/18 
Internet Security 
Legal fees Unionist Hall 
Printer cartridges and toilet products 
Expenses–Keys cut for office 
External Audit fee year ended 31/3/18 
Website maintenance August 2018 
Electricity bill 21/8–19/9/18 
Grounds maintenance Sept 2018 
Extension of Station Rd car park lease 
Contribution to CAT bus transport 

   £1523.99 
     £427.18 

£469.30 
£75.45 
£45.95 
£10.00 
£12.00 
£29.99 

£500.00 
£476.65 
£14.75 

£720.00 
£75.00 
£29.83 

£1,312.80 
£2,500.00 
£1,000.00 

Resolved 13-0-0 
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18/110 Correspondence 

1. Clerks & Council’s Direct Magazine September 2018 
2. SLCC    The Clerk Magazine – Sept 2018 
3. Woodland Trust  Introductory letter 
4. SSCAT    Letter re BTC contribution to CAT bus 

 
 
18/111  Confidential Business – Motion to exclude the public 

There were no members of the public present. 
 
 

18/112  Unionist Club 
Having taken legal advice and due to the complexity of the Unionist Club rules, 
the following Motion was proposed and seconded: 
That Council recommend to the Bruton Unionist Club Committee that 
it seeks legal advice to clarify whether the Club membership has any 
entitlement to a share in any profits accrued from the sale of the 
building and/or dissolution of the Club. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
The Clerk was instructed to write to the Club secretary accordingly. 

 
 
18/113  Station Road Car Park Negotiations 

A legal attachment to the lease agreement has been drafted by a solicitor and a 
covering letter was drafted by Councillor Jones. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the covering letter and legal attachment to 
extend the lease on the car park until February 2019 be sent to the site owner for 
signature, on receipt of which a cheque for £2,500 will be sent. 

Resolved 13-0-0 
 

Councillors Jones and Pickering have recently met with local business people to 
discuss the future strategy for parking in the town. 

 
 

Members of the Council considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal 
opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime 
and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 

Action Points  
1. Letter to SSDC re noise complaints – PPC 
2. Quote from GB Sport & Leisure/check play equip. regs. – Clerk 
3. Review JP rubbish bins contract – S & A Committee 
4. Post conclusion of audit on website – Clerk 
5. Uneven pavement in Silver St. – Transport Committee 
6. Extra staff support – HR Committee 
7. Tender document for walls – Working Party 
8. Tree problems to be reported – Clerk 
9. Book venue for Enterprise Centre drop-in – Clerk 
10. Place advertisement for cleaner – Clerk 
11. Write to UC secretary re legal advice – Clerk 
12. Send car park legal attachment to site owner - Clerk 


