
 

 

   

Draft Minutes of the Town Council meeting held in the Community Hall on 
Tuesday 25th June 2019 at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Councillors Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Buckland, Hall, Hood, Jones, Robinson  
In the chair: Councillor Jones 
In Attendance: District Councillor Trimnell 

County Councillor Groskop 
The Assistant Clerk 
2 Members of public 

                                                                                                                                                         
19/35 Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and members of the public. 
Apologies were received from Councillors Abi Baker, Crawford, Day, Pickering & Skinner 

                                                                                                                                                

19/36 Declarations of Interests 
Councillors Buckland and Hall declared a pecuniary interest in item 19/43c as employees 
of the landlord of Durslade Community Garden. 
Councillors Hall and Hood declared an interest in item 19/43c as allotment holders 
Councillors Buckland and Robinson declared a pecuniary interest in item 19/46 as 
employees of two of the payees.  

  

19/37 Minutes of the meetings held on 21st and 28th May 2019 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting of 21st May 2019 be 
adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 8-0-0 
[For-against-abstain] 

 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting of 28th May 2019 be 
adopted as a true and accurate record.to  

Resolved 7-0-1   

19/38  Public Question Time 
The Town Council’s volunteer Tree Monitor proposed a check on the health of trees on 
Council land and public spaces, and also proposed that she look further into opportunities 
for replacement and new tree planting on land for which the Council is responsible.   She 
also asked how communications between her and the Council could be made more 
effective.  

 

19/39 Action Points from Previous Meeting 

• It was agreed that the Services and Amenities Committee would consider the 
policies of the District Council (SSDC) and the County Council (SCC) Highways 
Authority regarding the use of glyphosate weedkillers. 

• The Master of Sexey’s Hospital had indicated that he is happy for the designation 
of the disabled parking bay to remain advisory rather than being made statutory.  

19/40 Reports from the County and District Councillors 
County Councillor Anna Groskop reported that: 

• SCC Highways continues to resist requests to extend the 30mph speed limit 
further up Dropping Lane. 

• SCC Highways is actively working on the design of road crossing scheme at Plox 

• SCC funding to support Local Health and Wellbeing initiatives will be allocated 
shortly and interested parties are invited to apply. 

• Regrettably Castle Cary ambulance station is due to close, leaving Bruton reliant 
on the two ambulances stationed at Glastonbury and the single Air Ambulance 



 

 

helicopter.  Councillors agreed to discuss this at the next meeting of the Services 
and Amenities Committee. 

District Councillor Lucy Trimnell reported that: 

• SSDC Area East would be launching a public consultation on the Wincanton 
Regeneration Scheme. 

• She found the workshop with Frome Town Council very helpful. 

• She would be meeting residents’ groups to discuss the housing developments 
proposed for sites to the north and south of Brewham Road. 

• SSDC would shortly be issuing its Annual Report. 

• SSDC is asking developers to desist from covering trees and hedges with netting, 
and to refrain from removing mature hedgerows unless it is absolutely necessary.  
 

19/41 Planning 
a) Land North of Brewham Road 
The Chairman of the Planning Committee reported on a developer’s plans to apply for 
outline planning consent for c.60 2-bedroom and 3-bedroom dwellings on land to the 
north of Brewham Road. The site is identified as suitable for such development in the 
SSDC Local Plan and it was noted that SSDC might give favourable consideration to any 
development which could help to make good its five-year-land-supply shortfall.  The 
developer in question represents this site as preferable to another proposed site (see 
19/41b, below) on account of its superior pedestrian access, and intends to run a public 
consultation with the local community at an early stage, ideally before the summer 
holidays. 
   
b) Land South of Brewham Road 

i. Councillors had noted some suggested amendments to the proposed traffic 
management scheme but they still took the view that it was unsatisfactory, especially in 
respect of pedestrian safety. 

ii. After a short discussion it was proposed and seconded that SSDC’s recommendations 
for S106 Agreement leisure contributions be endorsed. 

Resolved 8-0-0 
c) Minutes of the Planning Committee 
The minutes of the Committee meeting of 12th June were noted 

 
19/42 Finance 

a) Internal Audit 
It was proposed and seconded that members endorse the annual internal audit report and 
express their satisfaction with the current internal audit arrangements. 

Resolved 8-0-0 
b) End of Year Accounts 2018/19 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council endorse the annual accounts and bank 
reconciliation. 

Resolved 8-0-0 
The Finance Committee was asked to review the level of general and earmarked reserves 
and make recommendations back to the Council.  
 

c) AGAR Section 1: Annual Governance Statement 
It was proposed and seconded that each of the nine clauses of the Annual Governance 
Statement 2018/19 be approved. 

All resolved 8-0-0 
d) AGAR Section 2: Accounting Statements 
It was proposed and seconded that the Annual Accounting Statements for 2018/19 be 
approved. 

Resolved 7-0-1 
It was confirmed that the period for the exercise of public rights would be 1st July-8th August 
2019. 



 

 

 
 

19/43 Land and Property:  
a) Fishponds Field Lease 
After a short discussion it was proposed and seconded that the Chairman and the Proper 
Officer be authorised to sign the final version of the lease agreement, subject to any 
amendments proposed by the council. 

Resolved 6-2-0 
b) Community Office 
Councillor Jones reported on arrangements to keep the Community Office open six 
mornings a week.   The Council expressed its gratitude to Councillor Crawford and to the 
volunteers, including many Councillors, for committing so much of their time and effort to 
make this possible. 
 

At this point Councillors Buckland and Hall left the meeting. 
 

c) Durslade Community Garden 
Councillor Jones reported that Hauser and Wirth were happy to extend the lease for 
Durslade Community Gardens for a further 3 years  from July 2018, and subsequently 
for periods of two years.   Councillors noted that a break clause in the lease enabled the 
lessor to give twelve months’ notice at any time to determine the lease, and it was 
therefore proposed and seconded that the Council ask for the lease to be extended for a 
period of three years from June 2019 and that a Memorandum of Understanding be 
agreed providing for further extensions on a rolling basis, annually. 

Resolved 6-0-0 
 
Councillor Crawford (who was unable to attend the meeting) had reported in writing that 
the allotments are all now let and Councillors expressed their gratitude for all the work 
she had done to achieve this. 
 

At this point Councillors Buckland and Hall returned to the meeting 
 

19/44 Workshop with representatives of Frome Town Council 
Councillor Jones reported on a workshop where representatives of Frome Town Council 
described steps they had taken to make their Council more effective and efficient and to 
engage more closely with the community.   After a short discussion it was proposed and 
seconded that a group comprising Councillors Anderton, Hood, Jones, Robinson and 
Skinner explore how similar measures might be introduced in Bruton and report to the 
Council in September. 

 

19/45 Reports 
The Council received oral reports as follows: 
a) From outside bodies: 

i. Bruton Community Partnership – Councillor Hood reported on a number of 
initiatives including arrangement to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the foundation 
of King’s School, the possible installation of commemorative plaques, the 
improvement of footpaths, a shuttle bus for employees living and working in and 
around Bruton, and the suggestion put forward by the Bruton Trust that Bruton and 
the surrounding countryside be designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
(AONB), linking Cranborne Chase and the Mendip AONBs. 

ii. One Planet Bruton – Councillor Brownlow reported on various initiatives including 
liaison with the Council’s Climate Emergency Working Group and with SSDC, fund 
raising, possible registration as a Community Interest Company (CIC), and 
engagement with the Wyke Farms renewable energy scheme. 
 

b) From Town Councillors: 



 

 

• Councillor Karen Baker reported on attempts to make Bruton a better place 
for dementia sufferers and their carers, and on a recent fund-raising coffee 
morning at Sexey’s Hospital which raised £200 to this end. 

• Councillor Hall reported on litter, weeds and overgrowth disfiguring Bruton’s 
roads, bartons, car parks and churchyard and it was agreed that the Council’s 
contractors be asked to deal with these. 

• Councillor Hood reported on a request for help claiming Housing Benefit and 
it was agreed this should be referred to a Health Coach. 

c) From the Chairman: 
Councillor Jones reported on his Chairman’s training course and on public concerns 
at the prolonged closure of Lover’s Walk.  It was agreed that SCC would be urged to 
prioritise the making safe and reopening of the Right of Way. 

d) From the Proper Officer/RFO: 
The latest Police figures indicate a large number of recent offences being reported in 
and around Bruton and it was agreed that Councillors Jones and Robinson discuss 
this with the local Police Officer and Police Community Support Officer. 
SSCAT and the Friends of Bruton Railway had written to the Council to express their 
gratitude for the grants which they had been awarded. 
 

At this point Councillors Buckland and Robinson left the meeting. 
 

19/46 Accounts for Payment: 
It was proposed and seconded that the payments listed below be authorised 

Resolved 6-0-0 
1 SLR  Grounds Maintenance (June) £988.00 
2 Patrick Pender-Cudlip  Assistant Clerk salary (May) £645.96 
3 Patrick Pender-Cudlip  Assistant Clerk salary (June) £366.60 
4 HMRC  Oncosts (May) £108.20 
5 HMRC  Oncosts (June) £91.60 
6 Bruton Community Hall  Hall hire (April) £24.00 
7 Bruton Community Hall  Hall hire (May) £12.00 
8 SALC  2019/20 Affiliation fee £642.88 
9 SALC  Councillor Training £25.00 
10 SALC  Chairmanship Training £30.00 
11 Rialtas  Annual software support £145.20 
12 Somerset Playing Fields Association Annual subscription £15.00 
13 Phil Simpson  website support (May ) £75.00 
14 Water 2 Business  Dovecote water trough £24.87 
15 Total Gas & Power  Jubilee Park electricity (direct debit) £81.30 

 
At this point Councillors Buckland and Robinson returned to the meeting. 

 
19/47 Motion to exclude the public: 

It was proposed and seconded that the press and the public be excluded for the following 
item of confidential business relating to staff members. 

 
19/48 Human Resources (HR) Committee 

The Council heard and expressed approval for the HR Committee’s recommendations in 
respect of the new Town Clerk’s employment from September and arrangements for the 
interim. 

 



 

 

Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 
and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


