
 

 

   
 

 
 

DRAFT Minutes of Transport Committee Meeting held in the  

Community Office, Bruton  

on Tuesday 9th July 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

Present:      Councillors Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Hood and Jones (from item 7) 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  The Assistant Clerk 

 

1. Election of Chairman: 

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Hood be elected to chair the 

Committee. 

Resolved 4-0-0 [For-against-abstain] 

 

2. Apologies – Cllr. Jones sent apologies for being unable to attend.  [Clerk’s note:  In 

the event he was able to attend the latter part of the meeting, from Item 7] 

3. Declarations of interest – No Councillors had interests to declare in respect of any 

of the items on the Agenda. 

4. Minutes: 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 12th 

March 2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 4-0-0 

5. The following matters raised by residents were considered: 

i. Yellow lines on Cuckoo Hill – Committee members discussed the dangers 

caused by on-street parking on the east side of the Frome Road (A359) on 

Cuckoo Hill. 

It was proposed and seconded that the Road Design Team of 

Somerset County Council’s Highways Department (Highways) be 

advised of the concerns and asked to take them into account in their 

re-design of the area following the construction of the Cubis housing 

development. 

Resolved 4-0-0 



 

 

ii. On-street parking on Silver Street and Plox – A resident had suggested 

that that it was harder to find on-street parking places on Silver Street and Plox 

during term time.   It was agreed that Cllr. Hood would ask Kings School to 

encourage staff, parents and other visitors to use the school car parks where and 

whenever possible. 

iii. The prolonged closure of Lovers Walk – It was explained that neighbouring 

landowners are repairing adjoining walls and fences whose condition had 

necessitated the closure of the path and it was agreed to post an update on the 

Council’s website.  

6. Current Transport projects: 

i. Plox/Silver Street pedestrian crossing – Members looked forward to seeing 

details of Highways’ amended design and had asked Highways, King’s School and 

our County Councillor to ensure that Town Council representatives be included in 

any future meetings held to discuss the crossing. 

ii. Library Junction improvement scheme – It was accepted that there are 

bound to be delays in this project because it is in the second tranche of Somerset 

County Council (SCC) Small Improvement Schemes (SIS), but it was agreed that 

Cllr. Hood would telephone SCC every three months to track progress. 

iii. St Catherines Hill improvements – Members regretted that there had been 

such a long delay in implementing these improvements and agreed that Cllr. 

Hood would telephone SCC every three months to enquire about progress. 

iv. Purchase of new Speed Indicator Device (SID) otherwise known as a 

Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS): 

a. It was agreed that the Assistant Clerk would check that the make and 

model of SID preferred by the Town Council is acceptable to Highways. 

b. It was agreed to check the relevant SCC Legal Services Model Agreement 

to ensure that it would not render the purchase, installation and use of a 

SID impracticable, uneconomic or effectively useless. 

v. Re-starting Speedwatch – Members were very pleased to hear that a 

resident has agreed to act as Speedwatch Co-ordinator and 14 volunteers have 

been recruited.  

vi. HGVs breaching the 7.5T weight limit –The Police have reported that they can 

only gather justiciable evidence of weight limit breaches by tailing HGVs through the 

Town but they have insufficient resources to do this, so the weight limit is not actually 

enforced.   Members expressed great frustration that adherence to such antiquated 



 

 

methods means that the law is continually flouted with impunity and a major public 

nuisance is left unchecked.  It was agreed that Cllr. Hood would write to the Avon & 

Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner and to David Warburton MP appealing for 

effective action.   In the meantime the new Speedwatch team (see 6, v above) will be 

asked to log HGVs travelling through the town and to pass on details of putatively 

offending vehicles to the Police. 

7. Pedestrian access to the Town Centre – Members discussed how best to establish a 

wider network of safe and easy walking routes to the town centre as set out in the Town 

Plan.  Particular concern was expressed about the safety of children walking to and from 

school, especially along sections of Cole Road where the pavement is narrow and of 

Brewham Road where there is no pavement at all.   It was agreed to set up a working group 

with concerned parents in the Autumn to investigate whether funding (perhaps from a 

Community Infrastructure Levy) might be of benefit, and to discuss allocation of Council 

funds from next year’s budget at the Committee’s meeting in September.   Councillor Hood 

agreed to take this forward. 

8. Shuttle Bus – Members agreed that Cllr. Hood should represent the Council in the working 

group that is believed to have been set up to investigate the possibility of a shuttle bus running 

round town and between the Newt in Somerset, Wincanton, Castle Cary and Bruton.   

9. For information 

i. Car park markings in the District Council car parks: South Somerset 

District Council has agreed in principle to re-mark all its car parks in Bruton. 

ii. Church Bridge Green disabled parking bay: the formerly advisory 

disabled bay outside the Post Office is now a statutory disabled parking bay with 

the requisite sign and road-markings. 

iii. The County Council has refreshed all the parking bay markings in the High 

Street. 

10. Future meetings – the next Committee meeting is planned for Tuesday September 10th. 

It is likely that further meetings will be scheduled for the second Tuesday of every odd month, 

viz. November 12th 2019 and January 14th, March 10th, May 12th, July 14th, September 8th and 

November 10th 2020, but the Committee will consider and decide on this at its next meeting. 

 

Members of the Committee considered these matters in the exercise of their 

functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 

and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


