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Minutes of the Services and Amenities Committee Meeting held in the 
Community Office, Bruton on Tuesday 2nd July 2019 at 6pm. 
 
Present:  Councillors Karen Baker, Buckland, Crawford, Day, Robinson 
In attendance: Locum Assistant Clerk  
 
 
 
19/1. Election of Chairman 
 Cllr Baker proposed Cllr Crawford and this was seconded by Cllr Day. 
          Resolved 5-0-0 
          [for-against-abstain] 
 
19/2. Election of Vice-Chairman 
 The election of Cllr Buckland was proposed and seconded. 
          Resolved 5-0-0 
 
19/3. Apologies for Absence 
 Apologies were received from Cllrs Abi Baker and Pickering. 
 
19/4. Declarations of Interest 
 Cllr Buckland declared a discloseable pecuniary interest in agenda item 6. 
 
19/5. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st April 2019 
 Cllr Crawford signed the previous minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 
19/6. Update on additional works requested by the committee 
              Cllr Buckland left the meeting. 

Cllr Robinson had requested and received a quotation for additional work from SLR Outdoor 
Maintenance as follows: 

• Park, low hanging branches    £460 

• Park, litter clearance per visit    £ 20 

• Park, brambles      £360 

• Park, repair fence     £230 

• Playground Eastfield, removal of equipment  £360 
 

Cllr Robinson recommended that the quotation be accepted. 
It was resolved that all the proposed works be approved. Work to low hanging branches to 
be referred to Tree Wardens for their comment.    Resolved 4-0-0 
 
Cllr Buckland re-joined the meeting. 
 

19/7. Use of Glyphosate on local authority land 
A response from the Environment Services Manager at South Somerset District Council had been 
circulated to the Committee members. This is in response to the Council’s decision to prohibit use of 
glyphosate in Bruton. Cllr Robinson read out information from Cllr Jones on alternative systems used in 
other areas. These include Foamstream, ripper brush street sweeper, hot water. 

 
Areas of the town need attention and Cllr Buckland proposed that action should be taken with a focus on 
the main thoroughfares and roads. The carpark is particularly difficult to manage and doesn’t respond to 
persistent strimming. The Committee agreed but Cllr Day highlighted that this is the most prolific time 
of the year for growth and any action should not include use of glyphosate. 
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It was proposed that volunteers could help and that school communities be asked to help keep areas near 
them clear of weeds. 
 
It was resolved that: 

• Cllr Day speak with One Planet Bruton 

• Volunteers such as schools, scouts and other community groups be asked to help 

• Cllr Robinson respond to Chris Cooper at South Somerset District Council 

• A proposal that the carpark be treated once annually would go forward to the next 
full council meeting 

  
   
19/8. Community Fridge/Food Bank 

Cllr Buckland has consulted with other interested parties and believes there is a need for this provision 
in Bruton. He has inspected the Engine Shed and reported that this would be a suitable space but it 
needs some work to make it a secure and food-appropriate environment. Cllr Buckland has received 
interest from some local businesses already and he will speak with Frome Town Council where there is 
an established Food Bank for advice on running this initiative successfully. Cllr Baker volunteered her 
help. 
 
It was resolved that: 

• Cllr Buckland liaise with relevant organisations and Frome Council Food Bank 

• Ideas be drawn up to make the Engine Shed more user friendly and create 
additional storage space 

• A request be made to the Finance Committee to commit funds to the project from 
last year’s underspend 
 

19/9. Durslade Community Gardens 
 The lease for the Community Gardens is currently being for re-negotiated and Cllr Crawford has  
               prepared a revised version of the tenancy agreement. 
 
 It was resolved that: 

• Cllr Crawford and Cllr Robinson review the new tenancy agreement 

• Cllr Crawford will write to any leaseholders who are not maintaining their plots 

• Hauser and Wirth to be asked if they wish to have any plots for their use 

• Cllrs Crawford, Karen Baker and Day to inspect the site in July 
 
19/10. Trees 

It was agreed that the Council should consider planting new trees in but that this needs to be planned for 
and incorporated into future plans to develop open spaces. Cllr Buckland suggested that wild hedge 
planting should be considered as a positive alternative that supports wildlife. 

 
It was resolved that: 

• The town tree officers carry out an inspection of trees and report back. The Council 
will then commission an arboriculturalist to examine any trees causing concern. 

• Councillor Hall act as the main point of contact for Ms Van Moyland 
               
 
19/11.  Castle Cary Ambulance Station 

Notice has been received that the ambulance station at Castle Cary will be closing. The Committee’s 
understanding is that the base is moving to Glastonbury. Council Buckland outlined the current use of 
the station, as explained to him by a local first responder; the station is principally used as a base for 
ambulances to stop and re-equip, rather than it being a permanently manned facility. Options for the 
ambulance service to restock at the fire stations in Cary and Wincanton were discussed. 
 
It was resolved that: 

• The matter be discussed with Castle Cary Town Council 

• Cllr Robinson respond and ask that members of Bruton Town Council are included 
in any meetings with the Ambulance Service and Castle Cary Town Council 
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19/12. Jubilee Park 
(a) As South Somerset District Council will no longer be providing annual inspections, preliminary work 

has taken place to find alternatives. Other options and costs were considered and it was agreed that a 
company that offered interim reports and could then undertake any work necessary would be 
preferable. This would be dependent on any quotations for additional work being checked and 
approved by the Committee. 

Cllr Baker proposed that GB Sport and Leisure be commissioned to undertake annual 
inspections. Cllr Crawford seconded this proposal.   Resolved 5-0-0 

               
(b) It was agreed that Cllr Buckland join the Brue Bowl Working Group, that Cllr Robinson 

invite Ziggy Davis to become a member and that Vicki Haselgrove be co-opted to serve 
on the group.                                                                                       Resolved 5-0-0 

 
19/13. Cemetery (Compost Bins) 
              The cemetery and the churchyard have been inspected and no further action is required. 
 
19/14. Wild East Youth Partnership 

 After discussion around the level and type of provision for young people in the community, it was 
decided that further discussion with youth groups and youth workers is needed. 
It was resolved that a wider consultation would be carried out, combined with any 
consultation exercises undertaken for the Brue Bowl. 

 
15.        Dates of future meetings 

It was resolved that Cllr Buckland would lead the Committee on a town 
walkabout/inspection on 19 July at 4pm. Starting at the Community Office. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of Committee considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
Copies of plans reports, and correspondence mentioned above may be inspected at the Council Office during opening 
hours or by appointment. 


