
 

 

   

DRAFT Minutes of the Town Council meeting held in the Community Hall on 
Tuesday 30th July 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
 

Present: Councillors Karen Baker, Brownlow, Buckland, Crawford, Day, Hall, Hood, Jones, 
Robinson, Skinner  
In the chair: Councillor Jones 
In Attendance: The Assistant Clerk 

7 Members of public 
                                                                                                                                                         
19/49 Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and members of the public. 
Apologies were received from Town Councillors Anderton, Abi Baker and Pickering, 
District Councillor Trimnell and County Councillor Groskop. 

                                                                                                                                                

19/50 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Buckland declared a pecuniary interest in items 19/63 and a personal interest 
in item 19/58. 
Councillor Hall declared a pecuniary interest in item 19/63. 

 

19/51 Minutes of the meetings held on 25th June 2019 
After a member of the public objected that one of the items in the draft minutes was 
inaccurate [see 19/52 below] Councillors agreed that it be amended and the redrafted 
minutes be presented for approval at the Council’s next meeting. 
 

19/52 Public Question Time 

• Those residents interested in the Brewham Road planning application [item 19/53a), 
below] were invited to speak at that point in the agenda.  

• A resident drew attention to inaccuracies in the draft minutes of the Council’s June 
meeting and asked for them to be corrected before the minutes were approved.   
This was agreed [see 19/51 above].    

• A resident suggested that the Council ran the risk of being politicised through its 
association with One Planet Bruton which has received funds from the Extinction 
Rebellion movement.   It was pointed out that the Council and its Climate and 
Ecological Emergency Core Working Group are not affiliated to One Planet Bruton.   

 

19/53 Planning  
a) Land south of Brewham Road (19/00655/OUT) – revisions to proposed access 

A variety of points were made by Councillors and members of the public: 

• The original proposals paid little heed to the declared wishes of the local 
community - set out clearly in the Bruton Town Plan - to promote safe pedestrian 
routes in and around the town. 

• Members of the Planning Committee and interested residents were not shown the 

revised proposals in advance of a meeting with the Developer on July 16th and 
therefore had no time to scrutinize them in detail which meant that they were 
unable to respond to them in a fully informed manner at that meeting. 

• The revised proposals represent some improvement but Councillors and interested 

members of the public still consider the risks to pedestrians unacceptably high.  

• It was noted that the site in question is not one identified as suitable for housing 
development in the emerging South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Local Plan. 

• It was also noted that concerns about access are only grounds for the refusal of 
planning consent if the proposed arrangements are considered positively dangerous. 



 

 

• Widening the proposed footway (pavement) on Brewham Road from the proposed 

1.2m. to 1.5m. (or even better to 1.7m., closer to the 2m. minimum advised in the 
Department of Transport’s Manual for Streets) would make the footway safer for 
pedestrians and wheelchair users.   In addition the consequent narrowing of the 
carriageway would make cycling safer because motorists would be less tempted to try 
squeezing past. 

• Drivers of westbound vehicles on Brewham Road cannot see or be seen (or easily 
heard) by pedestrians emerging from Darkey Lane until the very last moment. 

• Large agricultural and commercial vehicles have great difficulty negotiating the sharp 

angle of the Brewham Road – Frome Road junction, as is apparent from vehicle tyre-
marks on the roadside bank.   Concerned residents and Councillors would like to see the 
swept-path analysis of this junction prepared by the Developer’s highway consultants. 

• It was noted that Somerset County Council Highways Department (Highways) consider 
the revised proposals acceptable.    

• Highways could be asked to provide the Council with a copy of their Safety Audit and 

details of any traffic-monitoring site visits conducted by their officers. 

• A highway layout in Woolavington is reported to be comparable in some respects to 
what is proposed for Brewham Road so it might be worth investigating it. 

• Members of SSDC Area East Committee will be considering the application;  if they 
were to visit the site they would gain a better understanding of the access problems. 

 
It was proposed and seconded that the Chairman of the Transport Committee write to the 
Developer outlining the Council’s objections to the revised proposals, asking for a copy of the 
Frome Road-Brewham Road junction swept-path analysis, and proposing another meeting to try 
to establish common ground and resolve outstanding issues. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
[For-against-abstain] 

 
It was proposed and seconded that the Chairman of the Transport Committee write to SSDC 
outlining the Council’s objections to the revised proposals. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
  
It was proposed and seconded that the Chairman of the Transport Committee write to Highways 
asking for a copy of the Safety Audit and details of the methodology employed. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council maintain its recommendation that planning 
consent be refused because the revised access proposals are still unsatisfactory. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the Chairman and Members of SSDC’s Area East Committee 
be invited to come and inspect the site. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

b) Minutes of the Planning Committee minutes 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meeting of 25th June were noted 

 
 

19/54 Action Points from Previous Meeting 
It was noted that the 2018/19 Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) 
agreed at the previous meeting had been submitted to the External Auditors. 

 
19/55 Reports from the County and District Councillors 

County Councillor Anna Groskop and District Councillor Lucy Trimnell had both sent 
apologies for being unable to attend the meeting. 
 



 

 

19/56 Finance 
The Council reviewed the minutes and recommendations of the Finance Committee meeting 
held on 22nd July 2019 as follows: 
 

a) Current financial position 
The Council noted the Council’s current financial position and bank reconciliations. 

 
b) Review of reserves and allocation of 2018/19 underspend 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council note the 2018/19 year end position and 
authorise the following transfers: 

i. £8071.11 from the general reserve to the walls maintenance earmarked reserve.  
ii. £10,000 from the general reserve to a new Station Road car park earmarked reserve. 

iii. £5000 from the general reserve to a new project fund reserve.  
Resolved 10-0-0 

 

c) Internal Auditor  
It was proposed and seconded that Emma Miller be appointed to act as Internal Auditor 
for 2019/20. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

d) Payroll 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council outsource its payroll to PATA (UK) with 
effect from September 2019. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

e) Risk Management Scheme 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council confirm that its risk management policy as 
reviewed by the Finance Committee be considered fit for purpose. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

19/57 Land and Property:  
a) Unionist Club 
Councillors Buckland and Hood reported that the Unionist Club Committee were 
impressed by the reports produced by the consultants engaged by the Council and were 
considering various options.   Councillors agreed to defer any decision about what more 
the Council could do to help until the Club had decided how it wished to proceed. 
 
b) Walls maintenance 
It was proposed and seconded that in September the Council set up a small group to 
organise a tendering process for repairing and maintaining the walls. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting 
 

19/58 Services and Amenities Committee: 
a) Additional maintenance works 
It was proposed and seconded that additional works as detailed in minute no.19/6 and 
not already agreed by the Council or actioned by the acting Responsible Financial Officer 
be approved. 

Resolved 9-0-0 
At this point Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting 
 

b) The use of Glyphosate on Local Authority land 
Councillors discussed the difficulty of controlling weeds without using Glyphosate on 
some surfaces, like gravel or hard standing. 



 

 

It was proposed and seconded that in view of the Council’s commitment to environmentally 
friendly policies Glyphosate should not be used for weed control in the Station Road car 
park, but the Council should appeal for volunteers while campaigning to Keep Bruton Tidy. 

Resolved 9-0-1 
c) Trees 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council’s Tree Officers and Councillor Buckland 
carry out an inspection of trees and report back to the Council, and that Councillor Hall 
act as a channel of communication with the Council’s Tree Warden. 

Resolved 10-0-0  
d) Castle Cary Ambulance Station 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council liaise with Castle Cary Town Council over 
the announced closure of the ambulance station and ask to be included in any meetings 
between Castle Cary Town Council and the Ambulance Service. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
e) Jubilee Park Safety Inspections 
It was proposed and seconded that GB Sport and Leisure be commissioned to undertake 
the annual Play Area inspections. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
f) Request for the use of Jubilee Park 
It was proposed and seconded that a resident be permitted to run Yoga classes in Jubilee 
Park during July and August. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

 
19/59 Transport Committee 

The Council noted the minutes of the Transport Committee held on 9th July 2019. 
 

19/60 Ways of Working Working Group 
 

It was proposed and seconded that three recommendations of the Working Group be adopted: 
i. Modifying the Council’s Standing Orders and Council Committee Terms of Reference so as 

to differentiate between ‘external’ Council meetings where matters of broad public 
interest are discussed, and ‘internal’ meetings dealing with the Council’s own 
administrative, financial and housekeeping affairs. 

ii. Designating the Council’s September meeting as the first ‘external’ meeting and encourage 
public participation by including a Town Matters item on the agenda. 

iii. Considering a participatory budgeting model. 
Resolved 10-0-0 

 

19/61 Neighbourhood Plan Working Group 
Councillor Jones reported orally about the 11th July 2019 meeting attended by representatives 
from Pitcombe and Bruton Parish Councils, the Bruton Trust and One Planet Bruton.   The 
Working Group will be drafting a response to SSDC’s current Local Plan Preferred Options 
Consultation and using it as a means of developing a Neighbourhood Plan strategy. 
 

19/62 Reports 
The Council received oral reports as follows: 
a) From Members representing the Council on other bodies: 

i. Climate and Ecological Emergency Core Working Group – Councillor Brownlow 
reported that One Planet Bruton was now a registered Community Interest Company 
(CIC) and had raised over £2000.   In view of the Council’s declaration of a Climate 
Emergency those chairing Council Committees were encouraged to review Council 
policies in the light of the ten One Planet principles, and to seek advice from the Somerset 
Climate Action Network (SCAN). 

ii. Bruton Community Partnership (BCP) – Councillor Hood reported that BCP was 
investigating the merits of registering as a CIC. 
  



 

 

b) From Town Councillors: 

• Councillor Crawford reported on rota arrangements for Councillors and 
volunteers manning the Front Office. 

• Councillor Hall reported that SSDC’s Area East Committee would shortly be 

reviewing a planning application (for land north of Creech View) which was 
supported by the Town Council but rejected by the SSDC Planning Department. 

• Councillor Hood reported on a talk he had given to Wimborne Minster Town 
Council on the process of completing a Town Plan. 

• Councillor Brownlow reported on residents’ concerns and complaints that the 
fencing-in of a permissive footpath between Batt’s Hole bridge and the railway 
station had made the path feel intimidating and unsafe.   It was agreed that this 
matter would be discussed at the Council meeting on 27th August. 
 

c) From the Chairman: 
Councillor Jones reported on discussions with the new Town Clerk who will be 
taking up his position in September. 
 

 
At this point Councillors Buckland and Hall left the meeting. 
 

19/63 Accounts for Payment: 
It was proposed and seconded that the payments listed below be authorised 

Resolved 8-0-0 
 

SLR  £988.80  Grounds Maintenance (July)  

Patrick Pender-Cudlip £380.83   Assistant Clerk salary (July) 

Rachel Nield  £141.92   Locum Assistant Clerk (July) 

HMRC  £507.51  Oncosts (February) 

HMRC  £77.20   Oncosts (July) 

Bruton Community Hall  £24.00  Hall hire (June) 

Phil Simpson  £75.00 Website support (June) 

Vodafone  £17.99  Office telephone (June) 

Primula Business Services  £80.00 End of year accounting software shut down 

D Newton  £10.00 Office window cleaning, June 

Jocelyn Crawford   £17.21 Office supplies 

Cat’s Café  £166.25 Community Toilet Scheme Payment (2nd Quarter) 

SSDC £63.39 Annual insurance recharge for Dovecote Building 

Total Gas and Power  £68.24  Jubilee Park electricity costs (direct debit) 

Opus Energy  £20.66  Office electricity costs (direct debit) 
 
At this point Councillors Buckland and Hall returned to the meeting. 

 
19/64 Motion to exclude the public: 

It was proposed and seconded that the press and the public be excluded for the following 
item of confidential business relating to a commercially sensitive matter. 

Resolved 8-0-0 
19/65 Station Road car park 

It was agreed that this matter be deferred to give the Land & Property Committee and the 
Council more time to consider the options. 
 
 

Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 
and any disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


