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Tender for restoration and maintenance of walls: 

the work required 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Bruton Town Council invites tenders for a contract to restore, repair and 

maintain its walls. 

1.2 A description of the application process and an outline of the contract terms are 

given in a separate document. 

1.3 This document gives details of the work required. 

2 The walls 

2.1 Bruton Town Council leases a piece of land which has a large and old dry-stone 

wall on its boundary. Within the terms of its lease the Council is responsible for 

the upkeep of this wall. The wall, which lies wholly within the Bruton 

Conservation area, is at Jubilee Park and the adjoining Dovecote Field.  

2.2 The Council leases Jubilee Park and the adjoining Dovecote field from its owners 

the Visitors of Sexeys Hospital. The site is bounded on its west and southern 

sides by approximately 450 m of wall. There are three breaks in the wall for 

vehicular and pedestrian access to the Park, and a short stretch has been replaced 

by fencing. 

2.3 The section of wall that is the Council’s responsibility runs from the boundary 

with railway land in Godminster Lane south to the junction of the lane with Park 

Wall. The wall then runs east along Park Wall, ending at the boundary of Park 

Wall House.  

2.4 The wall varies in height from 1 m to about 2.5 m. It is originally of dry-stone 

construction, but large parts of it have been capped, mortared or rebuilt in 

piecemeal fashion over the years. 

2.5 It is mostly visible and accessible from inside the park and from the minor roads 

outside the Park. At various points on its southern side it is less accessible 

because of vegetation, and less visible because of encroaching ivy. 
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3 The work 

3.1 The Council wishes to: 

• Reduce the financial risk to the Council associated with unexpected collapse 

of this wall; 

• Ensure its conservation for future generations. 

3.2 This will be achieved by a programme of restoration, repair and maintenance.  

3.3 Restoration, repair and maintenance of the walls includes all stone gateposts and 

other detailing at the various openings through the wall, but not the gates 

themselves. 

3.4 The details of this programme, including the order of work, are at the bidder’s 

discretion, except that: 

• significant reductions in height of any section of the wall must be agreed in 

advance with the Council, who will in turn need sufficient advance notice to 

consult others about the proposed height reduction; 

• any alterations or work that may result in additional expenditure by the 

Council (such as alterations to a gatepost that necessitate a new gate) must 

be agreed in advance with the Council. 

3.5 The work should be carried out by re-use of the existing stone. Where additional 

stone is needed it will be for the bidder to source and buy matching stone. The 

use of artificial and reconstituted substitutes will not be acceptable. 

3.6 Further mortaring or capping should be kept to the minimum necessary to 

ensure that structural integrity of the wall. Where it is necessary sympathetic 

materials should be used. 

4 Quality and workmanship 

4.1 It is expected that at the end of the contract the walls will be in a much better 

condition than they are now, more stable, and less likely to collapse. 

4.2 The quality of the work will be appropriate to the historic nature of the walls and 

their location in a conservation area.  

4.3 The Council will periodically inspect the work undertaken and may seek the 

advice of others (such as the Bruton Trust or the Conservation Officer) about 

whether the work is of appropriate quality. 

4.4  Where the work is not, in the Council’s view, of sufficient quality the Council 

may require the bidder to remedy the deficiencies at the bidder’s expense. 


