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Climate Emergency Working Group summary for Bruton Town Council 
 

 

1. Following Bruton Town Council declaring a Climate Emergency in March 2019, 

committing to make Bruton zero carbon by 2030, the Town Council approved 
Terms of Reference for a Climate Emergency Working Group with a core group 

comprising town councillors nominated to the group and other members. The 

other members have been drawn from One Planet Bruton. 

 
2. The members of the Core Working Group are: 

 

• Mike Brownlow (Town Councillor) 

• Em Coulter (joined 17 September 2019) 
• Sarah Davies 

• Shelagh Day (Town Councillor) 

• Jane Durney 

• Luke Haughton (joined 17 September 2019) 

• James Hood (Town Councillor) 
 

3. The Core Working Group has met four times so far: 17 June, 22 July, 18 August, 

17 September 2019 and, in line with the Terms of Reference: 

• has reviewed Town Council’s activities and made recommendations to 
reduce the carbon and resource impact of these, and 

• developed the first draft of a rolling plan to make Bruton carbon neutral1 

by 2030. 

 
Recommendations 

 

4. The Core Working Group recommends that: 

• Bruton Town Council adopts One Planet Living as a sustainability vision for the 

town and commits to working with the One Planet Living Framework (see 
separate briefing paper about One Planet Living and One Planet Bruton) This 

extends the remit to broader sustainability objectives while retaining the 

commitment to a Zero Carbon target by 2030. The Terms of Reference of the 

Core Working Group will need to be revised accordingly and approved by the 
Bruton Town Council. 

• Bruton Town Council reviews the report ‘Review of Council’s activities and 

services in light of Climate and Ecological Emergency’ and determines the 

steps it will take in response to the recommendations made. 
• Bruton Town Council reviews the ‘Carbon neutral Bruton by 2030: Draft Plan’, 

accepts the recommendations and asks the Climate Emergency Working 

Group to take the plan forward. 

 
Extract from ‘Carbon neutral Bruton by 2030: Draft Plan’ 

 

5. The approach should be: 

• Reduce demand for energy 

• Supply energy from renewable resources 
• Offset any shortfall between supply and demand, or 

• Export any excess renewable energy. 

 

  

 
1 Carbon Neutral means net zero annual anthropogenic (human caused or influenced) CO2 (and other 
greenhouse gas) emissions by a certain date. By definition, carbon neutrality means every ton of 
anthropogenic CO2 (and other greenhouse gas emissions) emitted is compensated with an equivalent amount 
of CO2 removed (e.g. via carbon sequestration).  
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Immediate actions 
 

6. Every organisation and business in Bruton, including the Town Council, should: 

• Take steps to reduce demand for energy used in buildings and manufacturing 

/ business activities. This means considering demand for electricity for lighting 
and appliances and demand for heating and hot water (usually supplied by 

gas-fired boilers) 

• Ensure that its electricity supply is on a 100% renewable tariff, and (as far as 

possible) its gas supply is from less carbon-intensive sources and / or offset 
(via local carbon sequestration initiatives such as tree-planting, or by using a 

Gold Standard  offset such as those offered by ClimateCare and other offset 

providers); 

• Review any savings and investments and divest from any institution that 
invests in fossil-fuel industries (all the major UK banks except the Co-op and 

Nationwide still do); 

• When considering any future policy or service development take into account 

the likely impact of that development on emissions and consumption of 

resources. 
 

7. The Town Council should encourage local businesses and organisations to pledge 

commitment to the carbon neutral by 2030 target (and / or pledge to the One 

Planet Living principles) 
 

8. The Town Council should use its statutory status as a consultee in planning law to 

maximum effect. (A separate document making recommendations to the Council 

about its policies, services and activities covers this in more detail). 
 

9. The Town Council should request that South Somerset District Council 

commission a renewable energy opportunity assessment and implementation plan 

for the District. 

 
10. The Town Council should, from this point forward, oppose any proposals (such as 

road widening) that are likely to lead to an increase in greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

11. The Town Council (or One Planet Bruton) should develop a programme to 
promote the Energy Savings Trust Community Home Energy Checker (HEC) to 

households. This is a tool to help communities provide home energy advice. As 

well as providing a tailored report on energy saving for everyone who uses it the 

community HEC enables community groups to track how many people they have 
advised and gain an overall picture of home energy efficiency in their area. 

Communities can use this tool to collect pledges of energy saving behaviour and 

to gauge levels of interest in energy saving measures within their area. The 

programme could include an energy roadshow with information for businesses 
and householders, organised in conjunction with neighbouring communities. 
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Terms of reference approved by Bruton Town Council on 30 April 2019 

 

Climate Emergency Working Group (Advisory Group) 

 
Number of Members: 

• A Core Group of 6-12 appointed Advisors, including 1-3 Councillors 

• Full Working Group open to all people who live, work, or attend school in the Parish of 
Bruton, or its adjoining Parishes 

 

Frequency of Meetings: At least every two months; frequency and timing to be determined by 
the Working Group. 

 

Open to the Press and Public: Yes (unless a Resolution is made to exclude the press and public 
for a specific item / specific reason) 

 

Quorum: 5 
 

Overall Purpose / Scope:  

• To advise the Town Council on implementing the ‘Climate Emergency’ declared on 26 

March 2019; 
• To assist the Town Council with practical work to deliver the nine ‘Climate Emergency’ 

resolutions (pasted at the bottom of these Terms of Reference), with particular reference 

to resolutions 3, 4, 5 and 8; 
• Scope as defined by resolution 3: “To do everything within the Town Council’s power to 

make Bruton carbon neutral by 2030”. 

 
Specific Responsibilities: 

1. To engage the whole community in addressing Bruton’s ‘Climate Emergency’ – including, but 

not restricted to, our residents, school children, businesses, employers, faith groups, 
community organisations, and visitors. 

2. To source data and other information in support of these objectives – in particular seeking 

Bruton and South Somerset specific data, where possible. 

3. To make recommendations to Full Town Council on how its policies and activities might be 
modified to reduce emissions – including, but not restricted to, Town & Neighbourhood Plans, 

Planning, Transport, Land & Property, Services & Amenities, Communications, Grants. 

4. To make recommendations to Full Town Council on how the Town and Parish of Bruton could 
contribute to the 2030 target – developing initiatives and project as appropriate. 

5. To develop a rolling plan to “to make Bruton carbon neutral by 2030” – first draft and 

proposals for adoption to be presented to Full Council by September 2019, and thereafter to 
be reviewed annually. 

6. To make recommendations to Full Town Council on any calls that should be made of South 

Somerset District Council, Somerset County Council, Westminster, and any other external 
bodies for the powers and resources to make the 2030 target possible. 

 

Resolution passed unanimously by Full Council on 26 March 2019 
1. Declare a ‘Climate Emergency’ 

2. Write to Bruton’s schools thanking our schoolchildren for demonstrating their ecological 

concerns, and pledging support for addressing this as a Council; 

3. Pledge to do everything within the Town Council’s power to make Bruton carbon neutral by 
2030; 

4. Set up a Working Group to review all Town Council policies and activities to assess how they 

might be modified to reduce emissions. This Working Group to report back to Full Council 
within 6 months with a Proposal for adoption by the TC. Said Proposals to be reviewed 

annually. 

5. In the absence of Bruton specific emissions data, to work to make our contribution to South 
Somerset achieving our regional target by 2030. 

6. Call on Westminster to provide the powers and resources to make the 2030 target possible; 

7. Sign up to the Covenant of Mayors; 
8. Work with Bruton’s residents, businesses and other organisations to meet the 2030 target. 

9. Call on All Local Principal Authority Councils to take similar actions. 

 

 

  


