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One Planet Living and One Planet Bruton Briefing Note for Bruton Town Council 

 

Following Bruton Town Council declaring a Climate Emergency in March 2019, 
committing to make Bruton zero carbon by 2030, a group of Bruton residents came 

together to begin to develop a response that enables us to reduce our carbon and 

ecological footprint and restore biodiversity. We've adopted Bioregional's One Planet 

Living Framework to capture what's happening already in Bruton and what else can be 
done. We're sharing this on www.oneplanetbruton.org. We also have Facebook, 

Instagram and Pinterest pages: @OnePlanetBruton. 

  

If everyone in the world lived as we do in the UK, we’d need three planets to support us! 
Bioregional (www.bioregional.com) came up with the concept of One Planet Living 

(https://www.bioregional.com/one-planet-living, i.e. leading happy, healthy lives within 

a fair share of the earth’s resources). 

 

One Planet Living Framework: 
 

 

 

Health and happiness 

Encouraging active, social, meaningful lives to 

promote good health and wellbeing 

Equity and local economy 

Creating safe, equitable places to live and work 

which support local prosperity and international 
fair trade 

Culture and community 
Nurturing local identity and heritage, 

empowering communities and promoting a 

culture of sustainable living 

Land and nature 

Protecting and restoring land for the benefit of 

people and wildlife 

Sustainable water 

Using water efficiently, protecting local water 

resources and reducing flooding and drought 

Local and sustainable food 

Promoting sustainable humane farming and 
healthy diets high in local, seasonal organic 

food and vegetable protein 

Travel and transport 

Reducing the need to travel, encouraging 

walking, cycling and low carbon transport 

Materials and products 

Using materials from sustainable sources and 

promoting products which help people reduce 

consumption 

Zero waste 

Reducing consumption, reusing and recycling to 
achieve zero waste and zero pollution 

Zero carbon energy 
Making buildings and manufacturing energy 

energy-efficient and supplying all energy with 

renewables 

http://www.oneplanetbruton.org/
http://www.bioregional.com/
https://www.bioregional.com/one-planet-living
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There's guidance, including for schools, businesses, communities and more, 

at https://www.bioregional.com/resources#one-planet-living-goals-and-guidance, and 

lots of organisations using the principles have published their action plans 
at www.oneplanet.com. 

 

They're simple, based on common sense as well as systems thinking, incredibly flexible 

and can be used at any scale, from local authority or county to the individual, from the 
Olympics (London 2012 used them for the London 2012 bid to host the Games) and 

large companies (B&Q) to a sole trader. They've also been used on a range of 

development projects to create sustainable communities, e.g. the Bicester eco-town. 

 
One Planet Bruton 

 

We've set up One Planet Bruton CIC, a Community Interest Company limited by 

guarantee. Its objects are to carry on activities which benefit the community and, in 

particular, to work with Bruton's residents, businesses and other organisations to enable 
current and future residents to live happy, healthy lives within the limits of the planet, 

using Bioregional's One Planet Living framework. Our specific objects are to support, 

develop, initiate and manage community projects and interactions in line with the ten 

One Planet Living principles. Its activities are driven by the wider One Planet Bruton 
group (basically our mailing list (~150 people), those who attend our monthly meetings 

and special interest meetings, e.g. food, nature, products and materials.) 

 

We held a pop-up shop in July selling pre-loved clothing which raised ~£2,000 to enable 
us to begin to fund some projects. We'll also apply for grants as we develop projects.  

 

We have begun to discuss possible projects, e.g. food growing and wildlife gardens trail 

as part of Open gardens, mending, tree planting, community tree nursery, recycling and 

energy advice. 
 

In September 2019, we are doing an Instagram / Facebook campaign linking great 

practice on Bruton’s High Street with national campaigns such as Organic September, 

Oxfam’s Buy Recycled in September, Organic Beauty and Wellbeing week, International 
Zero Waste Week. The aim of this is to support our High Street and promote actions to 

enable us to live more sustainably. 

 

One Planet Bruton links to Bruton Town Council via the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Core Working Group which has been set up by the Town Council focused on 

advising them and developing a rolling plan to make Bruton Carbon Neutral by 2030. 

The members of the Core Working Group are: 

 
• Mike Brownlow (Town Councillor) 

• Em Coulter 

• Sarah Davies 

• Shelagh Day (Town Councillor) 

• Jane Durney 
• Luke Haughton 

• James Hood (Town Councillor) 

  

There's been interest from surrounding towns and villages: Wincanton, Castle Cary, 
Evercreech so there could be more 'One Planet...' initiatives locally. 

 

Jane Durney 

jane@oneplanetbruton.org 

17 September 2019  

https://www.bioregional.com/resources#one-planet-living-goals-and-guidance
http://www.oneplanet.com/
https://www.bioregional.com/resources/london-2012-olympics-sustainability-strategy
https://www.diy.com/one-planet-home/
https://www.bioregional.com/projects-and-services/case-studies/nw-bicester-how-one-planet-living-helped-shape-the-the-uks-first-eco-town

