
 

 

   

Draft Minutes of the Town Council meeting held in the Community Hall on 
Tuesday 27th August 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
 

Present: Councillors Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Buckland, Crawford, Day, Hall, Hood, 
Jones, Skinner  
In the chair: Councillor Jones 
In Attendance: District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Anna Groskop 
The Assistant Clerk 
3 Members of the public 

                                                                                                                                                         
19/66 Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and members of the public. 
Apologies were received from Councillor Robinson. 

                                                                                                                                                

19/67 Declarations of Interests 
Councillor Buckland declared a pecuniary interest in a payment under item 19/75. 
Councillor Hall declared a possible personal interest in item 19/73 as an employee of an 
interested party. 

 

19/68 Minutes of the meetings held on 25th June and 30th July, 2019 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting of 25th June 2019 be 
adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 [For-against-abstain] 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting of 30th July 2019 be 
adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

19/69 Public Question Time 
No members of the public wished to speak at this time. 

  
 
 

19/70 Reports from the District and County Councillors 
District Councillor Lucy Trimnell reported: 

• The South Somerset District Council (SSDC) Local Plan consultation event in Bruton 
on 15th August [see 19/71(a) below] was very well attended with members of the 
public showing a keen interest and asking many questions. 

• The SSDC Planning Strategy Team had organised the consultation to give members 
of the public a chance to review the Plan overall but residents were looking for 
answers about specific possible developments in Bruton, and this mismatch caused 
some frustration on both sides. 

• It is understood that the Somerset County Council (SCC) Highways Authority plans 
to adopt the roads on the Cuckoo Hill housing development site. 

• SSDC’s Area East Committee organised an informal meeting where District and 
(Bruton) Town Councillors were able to exchange views with developers about their 
plans for a possible housing development to the north of the Brewham Road.  The 
meeting was generally considered a useful exercise [see also 19/71(b) below].  

• Building work at Sexey’s Hospital will be starting soon and there is likely to be 
congestion on Lower Backway. 

 



 

 

County Councillor Anna Groskop reported: 

• The Bruton Library scheme is flourishing. 

• Many complaints have been received about grass cutting on Cuckoo Hill, overhanging 
branches and the state of footpaths. 

• Bruton Town Council (the Council) might consider applying for an SCC Health & 
Wellbeing Grant.   

• Regarding the Local Plan it is worth noting that in the past the Council has not 
rejected housing developments in principle. 

• SSDC’s current Planning Officers seem to have little first-hand knowledge of Bruton 
and it is regrettable that they have not evidently made use of the detailed survey of 
Bruton carried out by London Metropolitan Museum’s Department of Architecture 
and Spatial Design and published by Bruton Museum in 2009. 

 
19/71 Planning  

a) SSDC Local Plan Review, Preferred Options consultation 
Councillor Hood summarised a consultation response he had drafted on the Council’s 
behalf and drew attention to the following points: 

• The Plan does not reflect or respect the declaration of a Climate Emergency by SSDC 
(and by the Town Council) and needs substantial redrafting to rectify this. 

• The Town Council accepts the proposed allocation of 65 new dwellings for Bruton (in 
addition to those already agreed) by 2036, 5 of them to be built on a site north of Frome 
Road. 

• However the Council strongly opposes the proposal that the remaining 60 dwellings be 
built on a single site to the north of Brewham Road [see 19/71(b) below]. 

• Bruton and its infrastructure cannot sustain development on this scale, least of all in a 
part of town with such poor vehicular and pedestrian access. 

• In its earlier response to SSDC’s Issues and Options consultation the Council indicated 
its support for low density housing on sites to the north and south of Brewham Road.  

• The Council sees no good reason to resile from this position and is therefore opposed 
both to SSDC’s support for 60 dwellings to the north of Brewham Road and to a recent 
planning application for 60 dwellings to the south of Brewham Road. 

• However if SSDC were to agree to any new housing development along Brewham Road 
it should impose an absolute ceiling of 60 dwellings in total, ideally split equally 
between the two sites.  

Councillors discussed these and other points including the possible impact of increased 
surface run off and foul drainage on Bruton’s flood defence system and sewage systems. 
 

It was proposed and seconded that the Council adopt and submit the response essentially as 
drafted but incorporating any decision made under Agenda item 71b (below) about housing 
developments along Brewham Road. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

b) Housing developments on Brewham Road  
Councillors Brownlow and Skinner had attended an informal meeting of SSDC’s Area 
East Committee where developers were invited to outline their plans for a possible 
housing development to the north of the Brewham Road (the northern site).   The object 
of the exercise was to provide an opportunity for representatives of Claremont Property 
Group and Landhold Capital (the developers) and Bruton Town Councillors to discuss 
their different viewpoints, concerns and interests with District Councillors before a 
formal planning application was submitted.  Points made included the following: 

• SSDC had already identified the northern site as suitable for housing development. 

• The developers claimed that the northern site is sustainably located with good 
vehicular and pedestrian links to the town centre.  This was challenged (see below) 
and the developers agreed that substantial design changes might be necessary. 



 

 

• Bruton has a history of flooding and it is likely that the risk of flooding would be 
increased by surface run off from the site which would enter the Brue downstream of 
the Flood Prevention Scheme. 

• Vehicular access via a narrow Lane (Brewham Road) and/or quiet residential 
streets (Wyvern Close, Brue Close, Brue Avenue and Eastfields) would likely inflict 
more danger, noise and nuisance on residents, pedestrians and other road users. 

• The pedestrian route to the town centre via the narrow pavement on Quaperlake 
Street is difficult and dangerous for the young, the old and the disabled while an 
alternative route via Burrowfields denies passage to wheelchairs, prams and buggies 
because  the flight of steps up to Townsend Close is an insurmountable obstacle. 

• The northern site and the 60 dwellings proposed for a site south of Brewham Road 
(the southern site) would increase the flow of vehicles and pedestrians along 
Brewham Road, a narrow, bendy lane with no footway, and this would exacerbate 
and increase the risks and dangers already facing pedestrians and drivers. 

• Both schemes, along with the Cubis development (at Marksdanes on the Frome 
Road) currently under construction, will increase pressure on Bruton’s 
overburdened infrastructure, and particularly on her narrow medieval streets (a 
fortiori Quaperlake Street) which already have great difficulty accommodating 
existing traffic.  

 
It was proposed and seconded that if SSDC were to permit any new housing development 
along Brewham Road, on either the northern or southern sites or both, it should impose 
an absolute ceiling of 60 dwellings in total, and ideally they would be split equally between 
the two sites. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
It was proposed and seconded that a decision on whether to commission an independent 
assessment on the impact on Bruton of the two housing schemes be delegated to the 
Finance Committee. 

Resolved 10-0-0 
  

c) Minutes of the Planning Committee 
The minutes of the Planning Committee meetings of 30th July and 14th August were noted. 

 

19/72 Land and Property – Station Road car park 
The Council considered recommendations of its Finance Committee in respect the 
landowner’s offer to lease the existing car park for £10,000pa., with the option of 
extending it onto adjoining land in his ownership. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the Council accept the terms set out in a draft Heads 
of Agreement v.3 but with three amendments, viz. that the lease be for a term of fifteen 
years, that the Council apply for the requisite planning permission by or before 31st 
October 2019, and that clarification be provided on the arrangements and rent for any 
future expansion of the car park.  

Resolved 9-0-1 
 

It was proposed and seconded that the Council undertake discussions with the landowner 
about the phasing of possible future expansion of the car park 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 

It was proposed and seconded that the Council’s Land and Property Committee prepare a 
detailed business plan for the operation and funding of the car park 

Resolved 10-0-0 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

19/73 Services and Amenities – Fishponds Field 
Councillors expressed disappointment at the way discussions over the lease had been 
handled by the landlord’s solicitors, with a succession of changes spread out over an 
inordinate period and a fee almost double the original estimate. 
 
It was proposed and seconded that the Clerk supported by the Chair and Vice-Chair be 
authorised to express the Council’s dismay at the fee increase and negotiate an 
adjustment to a more equitable level. 

Resolved 9-0-1 
19/74 Reports 

a) Members representing other bodies: 
Councillor Hood reported on the recent election of members of the Management 
Committee of Bruton Community Partnership. 

b) Town Councillors: 
Councillor Crawford reported on the recent highly successful Playday attended by 
c.200 children. 
Councillor Brownlow asked Councillors to set a date for a talk by Jane Durney on 
One Planet Bruton and it was agreed that this should be open to members of the 
public. 
 

At this point Councillor Buckland left the meeting 
 

19/75 Accounts for Payment: 
It was proposed and seconded that the payments listed below be authorised 

Resolved 9-0-0 
 

 

SLR   £1,012.80 Grounds Maintenance (August) 

SLR   £276.00 Jubilee Park Fence Repairs  

SLR   £432.00 Decommissioning of Eastfield play area  

Patrick Pender-Cudlip, Asst.Clerk  £427.54 Salary (August)  

HMRC £88.80 Oncosts (August) 

Bruton Community Hall  £24.00 Hall hire (July) 

Phil Simpson  £75.00 Website support (July) 

Vodafone  £18.05 Office telephone (July) 

D Newton  £10.00 Office window cleaning (July) 

Jocelyn Crawford   £9.63 Office supplies 

Battens Solicitors  £434.80 Unionist Hall fees, to date 

Wiltshire Council  £96.00 Planning workshop (September) 

BT  £160.68 Office broadband 

Lancaster Parr £400.00 Legal Fees for proposed Unionist Hall CIO, to date 
 

At this point Councillors Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 

19/76 New Town Clerk: 
Councillors supported an amendment to the Clerk’s Contract of Employment providing 
that any necessary overtime be agreed in advance and be paid at the standard hourly rate. 

 
Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 
and any disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


