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Hannah Woodhouse 

Regional Schools Commissioner, South  West 

2 Rivergate, Bristol BS1 6EH 

 

 

17 October 2019 

 

Proposed Transfer of Sexey’s School to a Multi-Academy Trust 

 

Dear Ms Woodhouse, 

 

As you will remember, I wrote to you on Saturday, 12 October, regarding this matter. 

 

In my personal submission, I advised that, following a meeting Thursday evening  

(10 October) with concerned Parents of Sexey’s School, Bruton, I had called an 

Extraordinary Town Council Meeting last night, Wednesday, 16 October.  

 

Last night was the earliest that Bruton Town Council could meet, allowing for the 

statutorily three clear working days notice. Owing to the unreasonably short timescale 

for responses to your Consultation on the proposed transfer of Sexey’s School to the 

Sherborne Area Schools’ Trust (SAST), our Extraordinary Meeting fell unavoidably 

beyond your Monday 9 am deadline. 

 

The Resolution passed unanimously last night by Bruton Town Council is as follows… 

 

Context 

Sexey’s School is Bruton’s secondary school. Several Town Councillors went to the 

school, Councillors’ children are amongst its former pupils, and every Councillor 

knows children who attend. The Town Council nominates an ex-officio Governor for 

the School. The School’s business matters to the Town and its Council. 

 

1. Bruton Town Council recognises the legal context in which the School, its 

Inspectors and its Commissioners work. It is not the Council’s role to comment on that 

context. 

2. The Council is not qualified to comment on the education and care offered at the 

School, the recent conclusions of the Inspectors, or the adequacy or otherwise of the 

measures since taken by the School to address the concerns identified by the 

Inspectors. Nor is it qualified to comment on the suitability or otherwise of any 

identified alternative legal structure for the School. 
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3. The Council opposes the external imposition of measures by Central or Local 

Government, without effective local participation and engagement. Only through this 

engagement, can external agencies deliver the right solution for the Town and its 

Residents.  

4. The Council’s understanding is that Parents of Sexey’s Students were first 

presented with the Regional School Commissioner’s intentions at a meeting on the 

evening of 9 October 2019 and were then given until 9.00 am on 14 October 2019 to 

make representations. This was two working days. A collective or considered response 

was prevented by the short timescale. No reasonable person could regard this as 

adequate. It is not what the Council would understand as engagement. 

Motion 

5. The Council calls upon the Secretary of State to work with the School, its 

Governors, its Parents, and the Bruton Community, to rapidly identify a way forward 

for the School, rather than imposing a pre-conceived solution that has no local 

support. 

6. The Council will support the School, its Governors, Parents, Teachers and 

Students in whatever way it can through this process. 

7. The Council will write to the RSC to express the above concerns, and to request 

that the Consultation process be extended to enable proper consideration of the most 

appropriate legal structure to deliver the brightest future for Sexey’s School. 

 

 

Bruton Town Council requests that you, as Regional Schools Commissioner, use the 

withdrawal yesterday by Sherborne Area Schools’ Trust (SAST) of their application to 

transfer Sexey’s, to take a pause – and extend the Consultation process to enable 

proper consideration of the most appropriate legal structure to deliver the brightest 

future for Sexey’s School. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Ewan Jones 

Chair of Bruton Town Council, and Mayor of Bruton 

 


