
 

 

 

 

 

   
 
DRAFT Minutes of the Land and Property Committee Meeting held in the  
Community Office, Bruton on Tuesday 22th October 2019 at 7:30pm 
 

 
Present:   Councillors Anderton (SA), Brownlow (MB), Buckland (JB), Hood (JH), 
Jones (EJ) and Robinson (JR)  
In the Chair:   Councillor Jones  
In Attendance:  The Clerk (SH) 
 
1.Election of Chairman 

Voted unanimously to appoint Cllr Jones as Chairman 
Resolved 6-0-0 

 [For-against-abstain]  

2.Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillors Pickering and Skinner. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Anderton declared a personal interest in item 7 “Phone Box”. Councillors 
Anderton and Buckland declared a personal interest in item 10 “Unionist Hall” and 
Councillor Hood declared a personal interest in item 6 “Durslade Community Garden”. 
 

4.Station Road Car Park 
Councillors were provided with a verbal update on progress with lease arrangements 
and a planning application following 27 August 2019 Full Council. Regularisation of the 
existing lease arrangements is needed from February 2019; together with a new lease 
for the “lower” car park from February 2020, the Head of Terms of which have been 
agreed and the lease is being prepared; and preparation of a lease of the “upper” car 
park subject to securing Planning Permission and Council approval of a Business Case. 
Councillors expressed the need to include phasing of the development linked to 
payment of rent in accordance with the Resolutions of Full Council 27 August 2019, 
together with a more holistic approach to parking across Bruton. 

 
5.Abbey Ponds 

Councillors were provided with an update following a meeting with Hauser & Wirth 
(H&W) and Bruton Community Partnership (BCP) on 17 October 2019 on progress 
with the lease from King’s School to the Town Council (engrossed documents awaited) 
and proposed management arrangements, including as necessary, establishing a new 
structure for management. H&W suggested constructing the footpath in two stages 
(Phase I, top/bottom and Phase II, middle); the total cost may increase if implemented 
in phase. It was decided that the (Jubillee Park walls) tender document should not 
include Abbey Ponds walls maintenance. 
 



 

 

A proposed governance structure was suggested as a sub-committee of Services & 
Amenities Committee with 2no. Town Councillors and representative from H&W and 
BCT: the governance arrangement to be established from start of lease. 

 
Councillor Hood left the meeting. 
 

6.Durslade Community Garden 
Councillors were provided with an update following a meeting with Hauser & Wirth 
(H&W) and Bruton Community Partnership (BCP) on 17 October 2019. The lease 
arrangements between the Town Council and H&W are to be regularised from 31 
March 2018 with a memorandum to extend the previous lease. Water supply to be 
provided by H&W with possible contribution from BTC; H&W to provide capital cost 
and revenue costs. Highlight to H&W that there is an existing water main into 
hedge/trough. Draft raised beds/lerger plots Tenancy Agreement to be presented to 
Full Council once approved by H&W. 

 
Councillor Hood returned to the meeting. 
 

7.Phone Box 
The Committee considered the BT consultation (until 6 November 2019) and possible 
Adoption of the Phone Box at Uphills. The Telephone box is now preferred to be 
retained and used as existing (a community library). Cllr Anderton to speak to Ken 
Dominey about the Council’s preference; BTC respond to BT consultation, to retain 
subject to being a community library and that organisation be responsible for 
maintenance. 
 
Recommended to FC to Adopt the Telephone Box (for use as a community library) and 
Rescind previous decision – Minute no. 18/081 b(c)  

Resolved 5-1-0 
 
 

8.Jubilee Park  
Councillors were provided with an update on the extended lease at Jubilee Park and the 
Pavilion. Sexey’s Hospital has verbally accepted a new lease but awaiting The Friends’ 
Land Agent to act. The Committee expressed frustration with timescales to complete 
this extension to the lease. 

 
9.SSDC Asset Transfers 

Councillors were provided with an update on the SSDC Asset Transfers and meetings 
with SSDC officers. SSDC has a Policy: Asset Disposal and Community Asset Transfer 
Policy. The Council’s preference is to transfer Riverside and car park (next to the 
Community Hall). SSDC has agreed to remove the covenant on Eastfield play area; 
SSDC to be asked to implement that change which could lead to disposal of surplus 
land after advertisement. It was Resolved to ask SSDC to remove the covenant. 

Resolved 6-0-0 
 

10.Unionist Hall 
Councillors were provided with a verbal update. Two meeting have taken place with 
representatives of the Unionist Hall and agreed that to visit Milborne Port social club; 
Bruton Town Council can assist with visit; EJ to assist. The Council Website is to be 
updated. 

 
11.Jubilee Park Walls 



 

 

Councillors were provided with an update on the proposed contract for walls 
improvement and maintenance prior to issuing the tender document. It was decided to 
amend the tender document to include an annual cost limit of £10k and aim to issue 
the tender by 31 October 2019 and tenders to be returned by 30 November 2019. 

 
12.County Fields 

Councillors were provided with a verbal update. JR to liaise with David Field at SCC to 
ascertain its current position. Funding for construction of footpath. BTC remain keen. 
Contact needed with David Mills. 

 
13.Budget 2020/21 

The Committee considered matters for the proposed budget 2020/21: 
 

Unionist Hall £10k not to be included in 2020/21; any underspend on the 19/20 
budget for the Unionist Hall to be moved to a new Community Building Earmarked 
Reserve at the end of the year. 
Continue to include £10k for “lower” Station Rd car park; £10k already in Reserve for 
car park capital  

 
Business Case for Station Rd car park planned to be prepared by Christmas 2019. Cllr 
Hood to recirculate car parking stats. Therefore, at present it was proposed £25k, in 
addition to existing £10k budget, to be included in 20/21 budget for “upper” Station Rd 
car park. 

 
County Fields £5k already accumulated – therefore, not necessary to budget at this 
stage. 
 
Contract for maintenance of Jubilee Park walls to be £10k pa (initially from £10k Walls 
Earmarked Reserve); therefore add £5k to the Reserve for Walls 2020/21. 

 
Eastfield: SSDC to remove covenant, then BTC to sell (capital receipt). 

 
CIL funds (eg from development at Burrowfield House) to be added to 20/21 budget if 
applicable.  

 
Meeting ended at 21:00 
 
Members of Committee considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, 
marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Copies of plans reports, and 
correspondence mentioned above may be inspected at the Council Office during opening hours or by appointment. 
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