
 
  

Draft Minutes of the Extraordinary Town Council meeting held in the 
Community Hall on Wednesday 16th October 2019 at 8.00pm 

 
  
Present: Councillors: Brownlow, Abi Baker, Hood, Karen Baker, Skinner, Jones, Robinson, 
Anderton, Hall 
In the chair: Councillor Jones 
In Attendance: District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

Town Clerk 

22 Members of the public 

 
19/87Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and members of the public. 
Apologies were received from Councillors Buckland, Crawford, Pickering and Day 

 
19/88Declarations of Interests 

Cllr Anderton’s wife is an employee of Sexey’s school. 
 

19/89Public Question Time 
None 

 
19/90 The Future of Sexey’s School 
 

Sue Simpson (Parent representative): last Monday (7 October 2019) parents received 
a letter from Regional School Commissioner (RSC) and school, which began 
discussions amongst parents and with the RSC and the school. The Headteacher has 
an improvement plan in place which will be assessed by a further Ofsted inspection. 
There were several questions from parents of RSC at the recent meeting about assets, 
financial stability and safeguarding. Parents have collected a petition with circa 300 
signatures. It appears today that Sherborne Area Schools’ Trust (SAST) has declined 
to sponsor an Application to the SW Headteachers Board. Awaiting letter, which is 
expected to be received from RSC, which may describe options. Ofsted is likely to re-
inspect in c. 4 months. Parents not against a Multi Academy Trust (MAT) but not in 
favour of SAST. 
 
Janet Wilson (Chair of Governors): Ofsted judgement that Sexey’s school was 
inadequate therefore the school needed to deal issues with an action plan; Ofsted 
revisited June/July 19 and was content with progress being made. Letter Warning 
Notice issued from RSC to school May 2019; the school highlighted the consequences 
and options. Questioned how the RSC knows that SAST is the best MAT. The School 
promoted deferring issuing the Notice until April 2020. Nevertheless, the RSC could 
issue the Notice based on the Ofsed report, However, RSC noted that school has 
made progress. The day after school finished in July 2019 the school was directed to 
join a MAT and co-operate with enquiries. September 2019 visit from SAST; SAST 
was asked to put bid together with bid not made public but provided to Head and 
Chair of Governors. School not permitted to release details until last week when 
meeting with Parents was arranged by Headteacher. At the moment the school does 
not have information from RSC. What other options may there be for another MAT. 
If Ofsted reinspection is good then school has choice of which MAT; if poor Ofsted 
then RSC can decide. Governors are expecting a significant improvement. 
Headteacher passed on her thanks but must remain neutral and unable to attend this 
evening. Awaiting letter from RSC. 
 
 



 
 
Public Questions 
 
1: Funding termination plan (Notice): RSC has Power but choice whether to issue 
Notice. Impact of Notice was that the Military removed funding so that new pupils 
cannot move to the school or transition to 6th form; Governors have highlighted this. 
A Recovery plan was issued by school 2018 but still feedback awaited from RSC, 
which will be shared once received. 
 
2. What role the Diocese? Asst Ed Dir attended the Parents’ meeting. Governor Chair 
has seen Bishop’s letter and he has asked for deferment of any Notice. 
 
3. If an extension of time were received and then a good Ofsted report, would Sexey’s 
school still look for a MAT? Previously Governors have investigated MATs but then 
Ofsted visited; school will take view of MATs once Ofsted has re-inspected. 
 
4. Are we ready for Ofsted re-inspection? Generally, yes but some specific actions 
being progressed eg SEND. 
 
5. What help can the Parents offer? Headteacher would welcome that help. 
 
6. A message from David Warburton (DW) was highlighted: DW has asked RSC to 
meet in London tomorrow and suggests Sexey’s not being forced to join a MAT 
against its school wishes. 

 
Cllr Hood introduced and described the following context and draft Motion. Cllr Hood       
PROPOSED the Motion. 
 
Cllr Robinson SECONDED the Motion 
 
It was suggested that a copy of the Motion be provided to DW asap. 
 
It was suggested that the draft Motion be Amended to include the word “effective” in the 
sentence “……without effective local participation……”, in section 3. 
 
The Amended was voted Unanimously to APPROVE. 

Resolved 9-0-0 

 [For-against-abstain] 

 
Voted Unanimously to APPROVE the Motion as Amended (included below). 
 

Resolved 9-0-0 

Meeting closed 21:00 

 
 
(Amended Draft) Motion on Proposed Transfer of Sexey’s School to a Multi-Academy Trust 

 
Context 

 
Sexey’s School is Bruton’s secondary school. Several Town Councillors went to the school, 
Councillors’ children are amongst its former pupils, and every Councillor knows children 
who attend. The Town Council nominates an ex-officio Governor for the School. The School’s 
business matters to the Town and its Council. 

 



 

 

 
1. Bruton Town Council recognises the legal context in which the School, its Inspectors and 
its Commissioners work. It is not the Council’s role to comment on that context. 
2.The Council is not qualified to comment on the education and care offered at the School, 
the recent conclusions of the Inspectors, or the adequacy or otherwise of the measures since 
taken by the School to address the concerns identified by the Inspectors. Nor is it qualified to 
comment on the suitability or otherwise of any identified alternative legal structure for the 
School. 
3.The Council opposes the external imposition of measures by Central or Local Government, 
without effective local participation and engagement. Only through this engagement, can 
external agencies deliver the right solution for the Town and its Residents. 
4.The Council’s understanding is that Parents of Sexey’s pupils were first presented with the 
Regional School Commissioner’s intentions at a meeting on the evening of 9 October 2019 
and were then given until 9.00 am on 14 October 2019 to make representations. This was 
two working days. A collective or considered response was prevented by the short timescale. 
No reasonable person could regard this as adequate. It is not what the Council would 
understand as engagement. 

 
Motion 

 
5.The Council calls upon the Secretary of State to work with the School, its Governors, its 
Parents, and the Bruton Community, to rapidly identify a way forward for the School, rather 
than imposing a pre-conceived solution that has no local support. 
6.The Council will support the School, its Governors, Parents, Teachers and Students in 
whatever way it can through this process. 
7.The Council will write to the RSC to express the above concerns, and to request that the 
Consultation process be extended to enable proper consideration of the most appropriate 
legal structure to deliver the brightest future of Sexey’s School. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of Council considered he following matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 
and any disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
 


