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DRAFT Minutes of the Town Council meeting held in the Community Hall on 
Tuesday 29th October 2019 at 7.30pm 

 
 

Present: Councillors: Anderton, Abi Baker, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Buckland, Crawford, Day, Hall, 
Hood, Jones, Pickering and Skinner 
In the chair: Councillor Jones 
In Attendance: District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Anna Groskop 
Town Clerk 

                                                                                                                                                         
19/91  Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors. 
Apologies were received from Councillor Robinson 
                                                                                                                                               

19/92  Declarations of Interests 
Cllrs Crawford, Hall and Hood Declared an Interest regarding the raised/beds/large 
plots and will observe but not Vote on that matter. 
Cllr Buckland Declared and Interest in respect of Item 19/107. 
Cllrs Hall and Jones Declared an Interest in respect of parts of Item 19/107. 
 

 

19/93  Minutes of the meetings held on 24th September, 2019 and 16 October, 2019 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Full Council meeting of 24th 
September 2019 and the Extraordinary Full Council meeting of 16 October 2019 (with 
removal of the word “several” from the Context statement) be adopted as a true and 
accurate record. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 [For-against-abstain] 

19/94  Public Question Time 
None 
 

19/95  Action Points from Previous Meeting 
a) Prioritisation of Principles by One Planet Bruton; 

This matter will be discussed under Agenda Item 19/105. 
b) Planning Bruton’s Future; 

The Council may progress this following a review of progress against the Town 
Plan; 

c) Connecting Bruton’s Volunteers; 
A list of names of Volunteers has been collated from 24 September 2019 Full 
Council and will now be contacted. 

d) Climbing into River Brue adjacent to bridge. 
This has been discussed with the Environment Agency, King’s School and the 
Police notified. Importantly, BTC does not consider this to constitute ASB. 

 
 

19/96  Reports from the District and County Councillors 
District Councillor Lucy Trimnell (LT) reported: 
 
The SSDC 2 year Environment Strategy has been approved and will then be subject to 
review. 
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Preparing for Regulation Committee on the assumption that the Brewham Road 
Planning Application will be on the November Agenda. 
House numbering on Uphills/Coombe Street. 
Sexey’s school: SAST has withdrawn its bid to run the school and hopefully there will be 
some time afforded to all involved in order to establish next steps. Our local MP is still 
working with the school and SoS to try to find a way forward.   
Royal British Legion members and organisers are finding it more difficult to run the 
Bruton arm of this and are hoping to be able to find some more members. 
No.1 The High Street hope to open next month and LT visited the premises last week and 
met the owners. It is a very exciting business for Bruton and LT looks forward to seeing it 
attract and provide for visitors to the town. 
 
County Councillor Anna Groskop reported: 
 
750 homes at Mudford is being considered by Regulatory Committee. 

AG is SCC Member responsible for Education; Sexey’s school have had two Ofsted 

inspections that were not positive; largely due to Safeguarding issues despite changes of 

Headteachers and therefore the school was placed in special measures. AG has met with 

the MP and ask to meet with the SoS; they have indicated that they cannot get involved. 

AG has not been able to influence. 

SCC adopted policy for Climate Change and will work with District Councils and local 
councils to adopt a strategy for all Somerset. SCC is trying to “put its own house in 

order”. BTC encouraged to comment including BTC policy. Michelle Couzack is lead 

officer. 

SCC is staying within budget across all departments. 

Complaints re parking outside house in Coombe Street. 

There have been several complaints about Planning and traffic speed. 

 
19/97 Council Representative on Outside Bodies: Governor of Sexey’s School 
 

KB has decided to step down as Governor of Sexey’s School. Governors must have 

adequate skills sets and the role is demanding. Boarding manager has been appointed. 

Ofsted has not yet re-inspected. SoS summoned the RSC to a meeting. RSC decision is 

now on hold. 

The Chairman has met with Head and Chair of Governors; skills of a replacement 

Governor should focus on construction experience and communications. A letter from 

the school has been requested and can be provided if needed; BTC has not yet received 

that letter. BTC is checking with the School to see if the Council can promote a non-

Councillor as a town representative Governor. The importance of the Governor role was 

reinforced as a very responsible role. 

BTC does not need to nominate at this Full Council and will seek clarity from School  

The Town Council expressed thanks to Karen Baker for acting as Governor. 

19/98 Somerset CC Response to Freedom of Information Request 
 

A FoI request was submitted requesting dates and methodology. SCC has still not 

supplied. If no information is provided then BTC may appeal to IC or if information 
provided then get reviewed. 
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It was explained that Harry Sedman has left Acorn’s employment; Acorn’s representative 

wants to check reason for meeting with BTC. SSDC Regulation Committee is expected to 

meet 19 November 2019 so there’s no need to meet to plan at present. 

 
Delegate the action to Cllrs Brownlow, Skinner and Hood to develop a plan wrt the FoI 

request with Clerk. 

19/99  Planning Committee 
The Minutes of the Planning Committee meetings 24 September 2019 and 8 October 
2019 were noted. 
 

19/100  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
The draft Minutes of the F&GP Committee meeting 18 September 2019 were noted.  
Council considered the Recommendations (1) schedule of Grounds Maintenance contract 

and (2) to close the current HSBC bank account and open a new Unity Trust account 

with the current Councillors continuing as signatories. 

(1) It was Voted unanimously to Approve the schedule for the Grounds Maintenance 
contract.  

Resolved 12-0-0 

(2) It was Voted unanimously to Approve to close the current HSBC bank account and 
open a new Unity Trust account with the current Councillors continuing as signatories. 

Resolved 12-0-0 

19/101 Services & Amenities Committee 

The draft Minutes of the S&A Committee meeting 9 October 2019 were noted and 
Council considered the Recommendations to (1) write a letter of support to any group 
seeking to establish the swimming pool as a community resource, (2) consider the draft 
revised Allotment/Raised Beds/Large Plots Agreements and (3) consider provision of a 
hedge between Allotment/Cemetery and at Fishponds.  

(1) It was Voted unanimously to Approve writing a letter of support to any group seeking 
to establish the swimming pool as a community resource and BTC will write a letter 
when needed: Delegated to the Town Clerk in consultation with Cllr Crawford. 

Resolved 12-0-0 

(2) It was Voted to Approve the revised Raised Beds/Large Plots Agreements and retain 
the annual April renewal date. Cllrs Crawford, Hall and Hood did not Vote on this 
matter. 

Resolved 9-0-3 

(3) Provision of a hedge at the Cuckoo Hill Cemetery and Allotment was Voted 
unanimously to Approve. 

Resolved 12-0-0 

It was agreed to apply for Grant (eg to the Woodland Trust and possibly others) for provision 
of a hedge and to obtain a quote for the works. 

Provision of a stockproof fence with gate is already required as part of the Council’s lease of 
the land.  

The Tree Survey has not been completed with the help of Councillors. 

A knife had been found at Jubilee Park, which has been reported to the Police. 

The Community Hall team has agreed a lease of the Church rooms until 2024. 
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Reallocation of insurance money could be used to re-install Youth Shelter; this could be 
considered once the lease of Jubilee Park is extended. 

 

19/102 Communications Committee 

The draft Minutes of the Communications Committee meeting were noted and Council 
consider the Recommendation to appoint Cllr Skinner to the Communications 
Committee. 

(1) It was Voted unanimously to appoint Cllr Skinner to the Communications Committee.  

Resolved 12-0-0 

19/103 Land & Property Committee Council 

The draft Minutes of the L&P Committee meeting held on 22 October 2019 were noted 
and Council considered Recommendation to Adopt the Uphills Telephone Box (for use as 
a community library) and Rescind previous decision – Minute no. 18/081 b(c) 

(1) It was Voted unanimously to Adpot the Telephone Box at Uphills subject to operating 
as a community book exchange, with power supply and the Rescind to previous decision 
18/081 b(c). The Town Council expressed its thanks to the community group. 

Resolved 12-0-0 

19/104 Town Matters 

Council considered the format of the “Town Matters” part of the Town Council meeting 
24th September 2019. 
 

Councillors discussed the first Town Matters meeting on 24 September 2019. The 

concept was good for an occasional meeting eg for Extraordinary meetings but not every 
other meeting. It was noted that the first Town Matters meeting was well attended; but 

improvements could include placing Agenda on tables; acoustics of room not good; 

limited time given to strategic issues; suggested to try with few significant issues; should 

stick with Town Matters but not just occasionally. It was thought a great success perhaps 

as a separate event every other month without Council formalities; very popular. There 

was good public attendance; which help demystify the Council but there’s no need to add 

meetings; liked the informality. No additional meetings was stated as a preference; 

welcomed the Town Matters meeting; should not be too frequent; could be part of a 

Council meeting. It was suggested that the Council could have formal Council business at 

end/separate meeting. It was suggested that meetings must be decision making 

meaningful meetings. There was some confusion about whether Cllrs were voting as a 

“table” or as an elected Member; the format was Councillors voted as Councillors and not 

representing the views of their tables but Councillors were informed after having a 

discussion with the public, to understand their opinion; this needs to be made clearer. 

The planned November 2019 Town Matters meeting could focus on finance and parking. 

Cllr JR will lead on finance/BTC budget with participatory budgeting (call for ideas, not 

decision making). Discussion in public about parking.  

Cllrs AB, JH and EJ will help to plan the next meetings in November and May and some 

time between November and May. 

19/105 Climate & Ecological Emergency Working Group 
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Council considered and adopted the (draft) Carbon Neutral Bruton by 2030 plan (as 
amended), and that it asks the Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group to take 
the plan forward. 

(1) It was Agreed to amend s4.1 to “The Town Council to investigate upgrading its offices 
…...” 

Resolved 12-0-0 

(2) It was Agreed to amend to remove the paragraph under 3.1 commencing ‘review any 
savings and investments and divest…’ in its entirety. 

Resolved 5-4-3 

(3) The Carbon Neutral Bruton by 2030 plan was Approved subject to the suggested 
Amendments (above). 

Resolved 12-0-0 

 

19/106 Town Plan 

Council considered forming a Working Group under One Planet Bruton (OPB) 
governance (ie not a Council working group) to take forward the Town Plan objective of 
developing proposals for a network of safe and easy walking and cycling routes around 
the town.  OPB is now meeting regularly as a CIC. OPB agreed the Terms of Reference 21 
October 2019, which are now presented to the Council.  Council considered the 
establishment of this group, with these draft terms of reference, as an appropriate way of 
taking forward the Town Plan objective. 

The terms of reference of the Safe walking and cycling routes steering group were 
approved. 

Resolved 12-0-0 

There is also a group meeting 21/10/19 with the objective of making Bruton Dementia 
Friendly. 

The Chairman recently attended Town Regeneration conference and has information on 
forming a BID. Also met with the Chairman of Wincanton Town Council and attended 
NALC national conference.  

 
19/107  Accounts for Payment: 

It was proposed and seconded that the payments listed below be authorised. 
 

Accounts for Payment (29 October 2019):  

Name Amount Purchased Date 

    

DC Electrical £116.00 PAT test (lights) 22/10/19 

Cllr Ewan Jones £62.60 Train ticket 14/10/19 

Microsoft Office 365 £18.96 Usage 20/10/19 

SALC £50.00 Cllr Essential Training 18/10/19 

SALC £30.00 The Essential Clerk #2 18/10/19 

D Newton £10.00 Window cleaning 8/10/19 

Streets reimagined £3,600.00 Research activities 7/10/19 

Violetta Gac £10.00 Cleaning materials 2/10/19 

Vodafone £24.53 Comm. Office 

Telephone 

16/9-15/10/19 
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Westminster Forums £276.00 Town Regeneration 15/10/19 

Mrs T Seward £80.29 Community Office 

(water), 75% 

4/18-10/18, 17/10/18 

Mrs T Seward £81.61 Community Office 

(water), 75% 

10/18-3/19, 17/4/19 

PKF Littlejohn LLP £480.00 Prof. services: AGAR 26/9/19 

Bruton Community Hall £12.00 Hall hire 2/10/19 

Cllr Steve Hall £6.75 Key cutting 24/9/19 

Town Clerk £10.23 Stationery (Papertrees) 23/9/19 

Wilbo Baggins £20.00 Community Office 

(lightbulbs) 

25/9/19 

Lyreco £679.32 Printer cartridges & 

paper 

30/9/19 

SLR Grounds 

Maintenance 

£1,234.80 Grounds 

Maintenance+bike rack 

24/10/19 

Town Clerk £1,021.12 Salary October 2019 31/10/19 

Assistant Town Clerk £408.83 Salary October 2019 31/10/19 

Phil Simpson £75.00 Website technical 

support 

1/9/19-1/10/19 

HMRC  £980.71 PAYE £683.75 & NIC 

£296.96 

10/19 

TPT Retirement 

Solutions 

£149.48 Pension 10/19 

    

 

The payments to Vodafone and Westminster Forums were questioned. Cllrs Hall and Jones 
declared an interest in a payment each and did not vote on those matters. Cllr Buckland did not 
Vote 

 
Resolved 11-0-1 

 
Meeting end: 9:30pm 

 
Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 
and any disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 
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