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Draft Minutes of the Transport Committee Meeting held in the 

Community Office, Bruton on Tuesday 12th November 2019 at 7.30pm 

 

Present:      Councillors Brownlow, Hood, Pickering, Robinson and Jones (from item 4iii) 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  The Assistant Clerk 

 

1. Apologies – Councillors Anderton, Abi Baker and Karen Baker sent apologies for 

being unable to attend.  Councillor Jones sent apologies for being unable to attend the 

first part of the meeting. 

2. Declarations of interest – No Councillors had interests to declare in respect of 

Agenda items. 

3. Minutes: 

It was RESOLVED 4-0-0 [for-against-abstain] that the minutes of the meeting 

held on 9th July 2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

 

4. Matters raised by residents: 

i. Cycle path – A member of the public hoped to turn the former Somerset and 

Dorset Railway (S & D) permanent way between Bruton and Wincanton into a 

cycle path and has set up a Community Interest Company to this end.   Members 

had a number of suggestions about possible sources of funding. 

ii. Traffic on Patwell Street – The Council had received reports that confused 

motorists sometimes drive their vehicles the wrong way up Patwell Street.   

Members regarded the existing signage as more than adequate and doubted that 

installing even more signage would help ineducable drivers.   The Assistant 

Town Clerk was asked to write to the member of the public who had drawn 

attention to this matter and explain the Council’s position. 

 

At this point Councillor Jones joined the meeting 
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iii. The ford on Tolbury Lane – Councillors discussed the problem of motorists 

facing the difficult ford on Tolbury Lane without foreknowledge. 

It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 that Somerset County Council Highways 

Department (Highways) be asked to install appropriate warning signs 

iv. Parking at Viney’s Yard – Residents had reported that their limited parking 

spaces were being taken up by vehicles from elsewhere.   Members agreed to 

investigate possible ways of alleviating the problem. 

v. Hauser and Wirth sign – Members agreed to inform Hauser and Wirth that their 

sign on the traffic island at Library Corner had been pointing in the wrong direction. 

5. Access arrangements for proposed housing development in Brewham Road     

 – The Committee discussed Highways’ refusal to disclose all the relevant information 

underlying its assessment of the safety of the Brewham Road access arrangements. 

It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 to recommend to the Full Council that this matter be 

referred to the Office of the Information Commissioner for the reasons set out 

in a letter which Councillor Hood had sent to Highways. 

6. Current transport projects: 

i. Station Road car park – Members were dismayed by the deteriorating state of 

the car park.   They noted that the Land & Property and the Finance & General 

Purposes Committees would be considering how to take the project forward. 

ii. Speed Indicator Device (SID) – The Committee is waiting for Highways to 

respond to its query about the acceptability of Westcotec SIDs.  The Somerset 

Association of Local Councillors is organising a meeting for Parish Councils 

concerned at the inadequate Highways response to queries about SIDs.  

7. Safe Walking and Cycling Group –  

It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 to nominate Councillors Hood and Pickering as 

representatives of the Town Council on the Safe Walking and Cycling Group.  

 

8. Finance – Members noted that none of the money earmarked for Transport projects in 

2019-20 has yet been spent. 
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It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 to recommend that the Full Council make the 

following Transport provision for 2020-21: 

i. To keep in being the following ring-fenced reserves (less any amounts spent 

before 31st March 2020): 

➢ £3k. for the Plox/Silver Street Small Improvement Scheme (SIS). 

➢ £1k. for the St Catherine’s Hill SIS. 

➢ £3k. for the purchase of a SID. 

ii. To create new ring-fenced reserves for the following three items in the 

2019-20 budget (less any amounts spent before 31st March 2020): 

➢ £5k. for the Library junction SIS. 

➢ £1k. for improved signage. 

➢ £500 for periodic relocation of the Council’s SID (once purchased). 

iii. To include the following new Transport allocations in the 2020-21 budget: 

➢ £2,500 to add to the Library junction SIS fund (now totalling £7500) 

➢ £1k. grant to One Planet Bruton to develop Safer Walking and Cycling 

routes. 

➢ £1k. for the purchase of replacement and new grit bins. 

9. For information 

i. Problems caused by Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs) in Bruton  - The 

Police and Crime Commissioner for Avon and Somerset, The Department for 

Transport and our MP have responded to our letters but offer no relief.  

ii. Silver Street and Plox – Highways plans to give the Town Council and King’s 

School a chance to comment on its proposals before putting them out for public 

consultation, before Christmas.   

iii. Library Junction – Somerset County Council has agreed additional funding for 

Small Improvement Schemes sponsored by County Councillors.  Our preferred design 

is being checked against Highways’ standards and we should know more by Christmas. 

iv. St Catherines Hill – Because this is not a County-Councillor-sponsored scheme it 

has a lower priority but Highways the need to get it done and is actively looking for 

the requisite funding.  

v. Highways Winter Service – Highways has sent details of its Winter Service 

which includes filling grit bins and training Snow Wardens. 

Future meetings –Further meetings are likely be scheduled for the second Tuesday of every odd 

month in 2020, viz. January 14th, March 10th, May 12th, July 14th, September 8th and November 10th.  

Patrick Pender-Cudlip, Assistant Clerk 


