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DRAFT Minutes of the Town Council meeting held in the Community Hall on 
Tuesday 28th January 2020 at 7.30pm 

 
 

Present: Councillors: Anderton, Abi Baker, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Crawford, Day, Hall, Hood, 
Jones, Pickering, Robinson and Skinner 
In the chair: Councillor Jones 
In Attendance: District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Anna Groskop 
Town Clerk 
1no. member of public 

                                                                                                                                                
19/132  Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and the public. 
Apologies were received from Councillor James Buckland (and congratulations on the 
birth of son Samuel) 
                                                                                                                                               

19/133  Declarations of Interests 
 
In accordance with the Standing Orders 13, all Councillors were granted a dispensation 
and permitted to participate in a discussion and vote on Item 19/143, to enable all 
Councillors to consider the budget 20/21 without the meeting becoming inquorate. 

 
Cllr Anderton declared a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest with respect to item 19/151: 
Accounts for Payment. 

 
19/134  Minutes of the meetings held on 17th December 2019 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Full Council meeting of 17th 
December 2019 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 [For-against-abstain] 

19/135  Public Question Time 
Item 19/144: pleased these items are on the Agenda: review of Council’s activities: help 
and support is available from OPB. Hopeful that Town will develop a joint vision and 
practical actions for the Town. OPB is involved in Bruton Open Gardens event (to be 
added to future Agenda). 
See 19/146: provision of trees offer from SSDC is welcomed but what providence of 
trees? Also noted that landowner permission is required. 
 

19/136  Action Points from Previous Meeting 
 

The Council has submitted its Recommendation for Refusal of the proposed 
development north of Brewham Road, Bruton. SCC Highways has Recommended 
Refusal to SSDC. 

The position of Council nominated representative as Governor of Sexey’s School remains 
vacant. 

The Council has entered a new insurance Long Term Agreement and thereby secured a 
free three year Parish Online licence. 
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A meeting with King’s Bruton has been arranged for 23 January 2020. 

The Council has joined the Somerset Playing Fields Association. 
 

19/137  Reports from the District and County Councillors 
 

District Councillor Lucy Trimnell (LT) reported: 
SSDC updated on the Environment Strategy; a draft business case for electrical cars 
charging points has been prepared; SSDC staffing awareness sessions are underway; 
1,000 trees planted; new environment focused staff roles have been appointed by SSDC; 
the SRA has issued a report – SRA want sustainable drainage systems to properties and 
to engage better with developers (LT asked what SRA is doing for Bruton and will 
provide information – copy to be sent). The SRA is not a statutory consultee but perhaps 
SSDC consult with SRA anyway. Uphills Lane to Combe Street lack of signs for 
emergency vehicles, will be replaced.  

 
County Councillor Anna Groskop reported: 
Health & Wellbeing: AG met with CCG and Symphony; ideas appear aspirational at the 
moment and nothing has been done to provide a new GP surgery; new Practice manager 
appointed; Symphony plan to operate 10 surgeries. May extend surgery to develop two 
storeys. AG referred to Brewham Rd Applications. Climate Change: SCC is working with 
5 no district councils. SCC will prepare its budget in February 2020. Officers delivering 
SIS schemes. Sexey’s school recent results appear good. SCC Scrutiny is keen to work 
with Town Councils. 

 
19/138  Planning Committee 

The Minutes of the Planning Committee meeting 15 January 2020 were noted. 
 

19/139  Land & Property Committee 
The Minutes of the Land & Property Committee meetings 14 January 2020 were noted 
including to refer the updated Tree Survey report to Services & Amenities Committee.  
 
Park Wall Bungalow owner wants to be separated from supply to H&W; to be discussed 
further with H&W. 
 
Meeting with King’s School representatives 23 January 2020 didn’t receive offer to cover 
King’s Bruton legal fees. 
 

19/140 Station Road Car Park 
 

Council considered the Recommendations from Land & Property Committee, 14 January 
2020, which is drafted as: 
 
“Committee considered the draft Station Road Car Park Business Case, rev 5 (7 January 
2020) and in particular the Recommendations. Committee noted that Recommendation 
8 and 12 were repeated, that borrowing will not pay of studies to support a Planning 
Application and decided to add two recommendations:  

 
- Apply to SSDC for a Community Grant (c. £12,500); and 
- To seek pledges of support for parking spaces at the “upper” car park. 
 
The draft rev 6 of the Business Case was presented: there were no comments from 
Councillors on the draft report. 
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Suggested Amendments to the Recommendation were introduced including Adopting 
the Preferred option 2 and to include the electric charging point (to be detailed in the 
tender document). 
 

Option 2 is the Preferred Option: Develop “lower” car park, continue to provide free 
parking, with the Town Council taking a loan to pay for the improvement works and 
incurring the operating costs. This option includes development improvements of the lower 
car park including for example any repair of the structural integrity of the parking surface, 
filling of potholes, surfacing and forming parking spaces including provision of electrical car 
recharging points. Planning Permission is already secured. Parking would continue to be 
provided for free to users. Rates would still be paid and rent would be due at the new agreed 
higher rate (£365 pd pa per parking space based on 23 spaces) on a new lease term to 2035. 
Costs would therefore fall to the Town Council and its Precept/annual budget. At this stage 
there should be no commitment to developing the “upper” car park. Instead, more work will 
be undertaken: 
- to assess parking across Bruton; 

- Undertaking studies (to support a Planning Application); and 

- Applying for Planning Permission. 

In line with the preferred option 2, the following next steps are decided: 
1. Quotes are obtained from contractor/s for the repairs and development of the “lower” 

and “upper” areas; estimates and a description of the works have been requested. 

2. Complete a topographical survey of the area. 

3. By end February 2020 to complete a new lease for the “lower” public car park to extend 

to February 2035, with the option to purchase at the end of lease. 

4. To seek to obtain a 2 year Option Agreement with the landowner to provide exclusivity 

for the Town Council to lease the “upper” car park. 

5. Obtain prices for commissioning the studies to support preparation of a Planning 

Application for the upper car park.  

6. To request that SCC includes parking across Bruton in its programme of County Wide 

reviews. BTC will also consult with other stakeholders with an interest in parking 

including SSDC, Bruton's Schools and local businesses. 

7. Building on the Town Matters public involvement (26 November 2019 Full 
Council), BTC will consult with the public on the preferred option, including the impact 
that any borrowing will have on the precept in future years.   

8. Subject to the satisfactory completion of recommendation 7, council will then be asked to 
seek consent to borrow money from the Secretary of State, Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and Local Government. 

9. Subject to the satisfactory completion of recommendations 7 and 8, the Land and 
Property Committee is given delegated authority to go out to tender for works on the 
lower car park in line with the preferred option and to apply to SSDC for a Community 
Grant 
 

Subject to completion of all the above recommendations and assessment of the impact of 
implementing the preferred option, council may then wish to consider the following 
additional recommendations: 

 
10. Commission studies to support a preparation of a Planning Application. 
11. To prepare and submit a PA for the “upper” car park. 
12. To seek pledges of support for parking spaces at the “upper” car park. 
13. To seek borrowing approval, subject to further public consultation, for the capital costs 

associated with developing the upper car park. 
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The suggested changes to the recommendation were agreed as an Amendment. 
 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 
Need to provide space for long term parking eg in particular at the upper car park was 
noted. 
 
The Recommendations (as amended) were agreed. 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

19/141  Finance & General Purposes Committee 
The Minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee meeting 14 January 2020 
were noted. 

 
19/142 Q3 19/20 Financial Report 
 

Members noted the Financial Report for the third quarter 19/20 to end December 2019. 
Current situation is healthy; repairs/contingency high staffing costs low. 

 
19/143 Budget 2020/21 
  

Council considered the Recommendation from Finance & General Purposes Committee 
and to set the budget for 2020/21. A copy of the draft 2020/21 budget was circulated to 
Councillors for consideration. The various budget changes including income, Earmarked 
Reserves and contingency were described 
 
Cllr Robinson was thanked. It was noted that SCC is suggesting a 3% staff pay rise, which 
mirrors BTC’s estimate. Budget Precept of £136,420 pa was agreed. 

 
Resolved 12-0-0 

 
19/144 Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group  
 

Council considered: 

a) adopting the revised Terms of Reference (ToR) for the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Working Group (CEEWG); which includes the One Planet Living Framework 
included in the ToR. The revised ToR were agreed. 

Resolved 12-0-0 

b) review the Town Council Activities (committed at Full Council, Resolution 2 on 24 
September 2019: 19/86); 

Council noted the Recommendations from the Climate & Ecological Working Group 
(CEEWG) as proposed, provide a direction of travel and requested that each individual 
Committee considers how to implement. 

c) the recommendations from Finance & General Purposes Committee (24/01/2020, 
19/43) were noted, including: 

1. Review savings and investments: 

• Establish Unity Trust bank accounts; 

• Review Scottish Widows; and 
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• Establish whether proposed arrangements and investments are ethical. 
 

2. Reduce demand for energy used in Council buildings: 

• What actions is SSDC proposing to reduce energy demand at the Dovecote building? 
and 

• Review Pavilion Trust electricity supply. 
 
19/145 SSDC Environment Champion and Environmental Groups 
  

Council considered nominating an Environment Champion to communicate with SSDC 
in particular regarding its Environment Strategy and to highlight to SSDC local 
environment champions and groups.  
 
Cllr Hood was selected with Jane Durney (OPB and CEEWG) as deputy. 
 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 
19/146 SSDC Great Parish Tree Giveaway 
 

The District Council is looking for 60 Parish Councils to join in the Great Parish Tree 
Giveaway as a response to recognising a climate change emergency. The Council 
considered expressing an interest by 3 February 2020 for 50 cell grown trees for 
collection and planting. 
 
Three tree types are not native; OPB would only want native trees. SSDC has been asked 
where trees are grown and if native. Agreed not to accept the offer but to express 
gratitude to SSDC; BTC has nowhere to plant trees atm.  
 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

19/147 Council Representative on Bruton Museum Committee 
 

Council decided on a representative to the Bruton Museum Committee. Cllr Robinson 
was nominated with Cllr Skinner as deputy. 
 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 
19/148 Chair’s Award Ceremony for Service to the Community 

 
The Chair of Somerset County Council has invited nominations for the annual ‘Chair’s 
Award Ceremony for Service to the Community’ scheduled to take place on the evening of 
Thursday 9th July 2020. Each person should make 1 nomination only; the deadline for 
nominations is Tuesday 12th May 2020; nominators will be invited to the award 
presentation Thursday 9th July at 6.15 pm. The nomination form includes: 
“Please give a brief citation of NO MORE than 100 words, explaining why you have 
nominated.” 
 
To be deferred to next meeting. 

 
 
 
19/149 Topographical Survey at Cuckoo Hill Cemetery and Allotments 
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Council considered commissioning a topographical survey of the Cemetery and 
Allotments at Cuckoo Hill, specifically to survey plots and determine the extent of 
consecrated land. Two Tendered prices have been received. Agreed to commission SW 
Land Surveys Ltd at £575 +VAT 

Resolved 12-0-0 
 

 
19/150 Reports Council received reports from: 

a) Members representing the Council on Outside/other bodies: 
Market Towns Investment Group (MTIG) meeting last Thursday. Cllrs Anderton and 
Brownlow attended and highlighted joint working with adjacent Parishes; SSDC 
£350k fund for 11 town centre market towns capital grant for regeneration schemes 
immediately implementable by February 2021 (can apply for more than one fund, 
local schemes may include fingerpost signs, Durslade community garden, Abbey 
Ponds, Station Rd car park). 
Cllr Robinson attended the Library management committee; to the credit of people 
involved the library is financially stable; well managed by volunteers; with increased 
number of events; and some internal works completed. 
 
b) Town Councillors.  

Cllrs were encouraged to sign for office keys. 
Car vandalised recently at Uphills 
The Town website and BTC website have moved host, which ae cheaper to 
maintain. Bruton Town has changed to become a new what’s on guide a principle 
of which is self-service, requiring registration: currently 35no people registered. 
SCC failure to disclose has been referred to ICO and expected ICO conclusion in 
6-8 weeks;  
The key will be collected from the Unionist Club to establish Food Bank; publicity 
will follow. Applicants for social housing at Cubis are not being provided with 
information. 
Comments have been received on state of SCC High Street highway works 
(patching is poor); also, Lower Backway tarmac on bend is “breaking up”. 
 

c) Chairman 
Cllr Jones attended Wincanton for the Future event last week and awaits reports; 
Castle Cary, Wincanton and Bruton TC Chairman will meet again; SALC Board 
meeting attended; SALC Board resolved to commission a project proactively looking 
at what services should be provided by local councils, whatever Principal Authority 
structure results. 

 
Report from Police was tabled (and will be distributed) 

Councillors Hall and Anderton declared Disclosable Pecuniary Interests and left the meeting. 

 
19/151  Accounts for Payment: 

It was proposed and seconded that the payments listed below be authorised. 
 

Accounts for Payment (28 January 2020):  
 

Name Amount Purchased Date 

 

Invoices: 

   

Phil Simpson £75.00 Website technical support Nov/Dec 2019 

Phil Simpson £75.00 Website technical support Dec/Jan 2020 
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Opus Energy (DD) £8.46 Community Office 20/11/19-20/12/19 

Vodafone £1.12 Comm. Office Telephone  19/12/19-15/1/2020 

Stuart Anderton (expenses) £422.68 Facebook, Events Calendar 

and website hosting (3 years) 

22/12/19 

Google (DD) £74.52 Cloud GSuite (Dec 2019) 31/12/19 

Lyreco £171.04 Community Office PC 

Tissues and 2no. printer 

cartridges 

31/12/19 

Water2Business £29.12 Trough: Dovecote 11/6/19-18/12/19 

Sign and Design £48.00 Riverside sign 18/12/19 

Stephen Hill (expenses) £148.20 Postage and stamps 6/1/2020 

D Newton £10.00 Community Office Windows 3/1/2020 

Stuart Anderton (expenses) 

 

£179.99 Namesco : Domain name (24 

months) 

7/1/2020 

Bradsons £586.80 Late Night Shopping 

Marshals 

7/1/2020 

Bruton Community Hall £12.00 Full Council 17/12/19 9/1/2020 

BT Broadband  £39.81 Community Office, 

Broadband final charge 

6/1/2020 

One Com (DD) 

 

£36.64 

 

Comm Office Phone + 

Broadband 

1/12/19-31/12/19 

Town Clerk £1,807.87 January 2020 Salary 16/1/2020 

Assistant Town Clerk £409.03 January 2020 Salary 16/1/2020 

HMRC £193.76 January 2020 (-£103.20 

PAYE; £296.96 NIC) 

16/1/2020 

TPT Retirement Solutions 

(DD 

£149.48 Employer £74.74; Employee 

£74.74 

16/1/2020 

 

Total Gas & Power (DD) £155.62 Jubilee Pavilion/MUGA 6/1/2020 

    

D Newton £10.00 Community Office Windows 20/1/2020 

SLR Outdoor Maintenance £192.00 Gate repair at Dovecote field 17/1/2020 

SLR Outdoor Maintenance £720.00 Station Rd Car Park surface 17/1/2020 

    

    

    

    

Receipts:    

Allotment £17.00 Plot No. 8 3/6/19 

Cemetery £25.00 Inscription Plot 62 (C)  11/6/19 

Cemetery £110.00 Grave 76 12/6/19 

Cash £5.00 - - 
Resolved 10-0-0 

 
Meeting end: 9:20   pm 

 
Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 
and any disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


