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DRAFT Minutes of the Town Council meeting held in the Community Hall on 
Tuesday 25th February 2020 at 7.30pm 

 
 

Present: Councillors: Karen Baker, Buckland, Crawford, Hall, Jones, Pickering and Robinson 
In the chair: Councillor Jones 
In Attendance: District Councillor Lucy Trimnell 

County Councillor Anna Groskop 
Town Clerk 

                                                                                                                                                
19/152  Welcome and Apologies for absence 

The Chairman welcomed Councillors and the public. 
Apologies were received from Councillor Anderton, Baker, Brownlow, Day, Hood and 
Skinner.  
                                                                                                                                               

19/153  Declarations of Interests 
None 

 
19/154  Minutes of the meetings held on 28th January 2020 

It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the Full Council meeting of 28th 
January 2020 be adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 [For-against-abstain] 

19/155  Public Question Time 
 None 
 
19/156  Action Points from Previous Meeting 
 

Station Road car park: meeting with SCC; solicitors are preparing the lower car park lease 
and upper car park option agreement. 
 
Town Council activities: Recommendations from the Climate & Ecological Emergency 
Working Group (CEEWG) were considered by S&A Committee (13 January 2020) and 
Transport Committee (11 February 2020). 
 
SSDC has been informed of Environment Champions and local groups. Hood and Piers 
 
Appreciation has been passed to SSDC Environment Team: Great Parish Tree Giveaway 
2019. 
 
Bruton Museum has been informed of Town Council representative to the Museum 
Committee. 
 
Cuckoo Hill Topographical Survey was undertaken 12 February 2020 

 
19/157  Reports from the District and County Councillors 
 

District Councillor Lucy Trimnell (LT) reported: 



 

2 

 

SSDC launched Corporate Plan 2020/24 but the presentation is not yet public; SSDC 
Vision described; Plan describes a more social focus eg tackling isolation. 
The Decision to sell Churchfield car park at Wincanton; the car park has now been 
withdrawn from sale. Disabled parking at High Street may be moved in Spring 2020. 
SSDC plans to rollout Tree Giveaway annually; so BTC need to prepare for that. 
Encouraged more followers to SSDC social media. Uphills street signage continues. 
Strategic Rivers Authority response still needed. BTC to provide feedback to SSDC with 
reasons why Tree Giveaway wasn’t taken. SSDC Cllr Henry Hobhouse is dealing with 
Planning Delegations in LT’s absence. 

 
County Councillor Anna Groskop reported: 
5G: SCC Scrutiny meeting 11 March 2020. SCC budget good for communities including 
£1m pot allocated for communities and climate emergency; BTC should be ready by 
May/June 2020 to apply for those funds. BTC urged to write in support of CAT Bus; 
further £40k funding needed. Planning seems to be under performing. Concern about 
flooding and climate change; urged Bruton to have a Plan. 

 
19/158  Planning Committee 

Council noted the draft Minutes of the Planning committee meeting held on 12 February 
2020 and referral to Full Council (resolution 4i a and b: 1 High Street, Bruton, BA10 0AB: 
20/00037/S37A and 20/00199/S19). That Application has been withdrawn. 

 
19/159  Transport Committee 

Council noted the draft Minutes of the Transport committee meeting held on 11 February 
2020 and agreed approval of the Recommendations from the Committee (following its 
consideration of CEEWG’s review of the Council’s activities), namely: 
 

i. ‘to support initiatives that reduce the need to travel, for example lobbying for 
faster broadband and promoting the sharing of office space’.  Members 
agreed that any such initiatives should be supported but the Council was 
unlikely to have the resources to initiate such measures itself;  

ii. ‘to encourage walking’ and ‘to encourage cycling, including by improving 
cycle routes and bike parking facilities’.  Members noted that the Town 
Council promotes walking, has recently initiated the establishment of the 
Safer Walking and Cycling Group and has resurrected the cycle rack;  

iii. ‘to understand the travel needs and preferred destinations of Bruton 
residents and visitors’.   This was agreed as a priority and could perhaps be 
undertaken by means of a survey in 2021, five years on from the last Town 
Plan survey;  

iv. ‘to lobby for better public transport and for the integration of different 
services, for example bus and train services’.   This will be undertaken as and 
when appropriate;   

v. Members agreed that it was worth discussing the possibility of a shuttle bus 
service with local schools and parents, businesses and operators of the  
Community Accessible Transport (CAT) bus; 

vi.  Members considered that car sharing initiatives should be supported but 
not initiated by the Town Council; and 

vii.  Members noted that encouraging the provision of Electric Vehicle charging 
points was already Council policy.  

 
Resolved 7-0-0 

19/160 Services and Amenities Committee 
Council noted the draft Minutes of the Services & Amenities committee meeting held on 13 
February 2020 and approved the following Recommendatons: 
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a) the draft revised lease agreements (Allotment Garden Tenancy Agreement and 

Durslade Walled Garden Tenancy Agreement); 
b) the change of annual renewal date from 1 April to 1 February; and 
c) the charge of £16 (plus £1 share of water costs) (Allotment Gardens), £20 (Large Plots) 

and £5 (Raised Beds) from 1 April 2020 to 1 February 2021; 
 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

d) any urgent works, site visits and discussions following the Tree Monitoring Report 
October 2019;  
 
All recommendations agreed: 
 

- to arrange a site visit to location A1 with Cllr Hall, SvM and BUFC (G Baker) and to 
include the Dovecote Field; 

- site A2 appears satisfactory and BTC will initially discuss proposals with Sexey’s 
Hospital; 

- location A3 might be a problem because of proximity to retaining wall; and  
- the preference (at Jubilee Park, NP10) is to leave willow.   

 
An arboriculturalist site visit to St Mary’s Churchyard, indicates that no urgent works 
are needed. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

e) further repairs to Jubilee Park playground subject to costs and being incurred from 1 
April 2020; it was agreed to (i) purchase the shroud (to the spring horse) and replace 
the spring horse; (ii) not to replace the clatter bridge (the frame of the clatter bridge is 
not to be repaired, nor the clatter bridge itself) or Burma bridge (the wooden frame is 
to be left as it is, not repaired); (iii) at this time not to repair the surfacing; and (iv) 
that a longer term plan for the playground is needed.  
 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

f) the Recommendations from the S&A Committee (following its consideration of 
CEEWG’s review of the Council’s activities) were all agreed: 

 
i. recommendations re Station Rd car park  - refer the recommendations to Land 

& Property Committee. 
ii. recommendations re Allotments  - all recommendations were agreed: 

▪ encourage allotment holders to follow organic principles; 
▪ ban use of glyphosate and similar herbicides/pesticides; 
▪ ban use of peat based compost; 
▪ support sharing of excess produce; and 
▪ support events/workshops to promote food growing. 

iii. recommendations re Cemetery – Councillors agreed to experiment with an 
area left to grow wild (similar to as at Castle Cary). 

iv. recommendations re Parks, playgrounds, open spaces (Jubilee Park, Dovecote 
Field) – Councillors agreed to explore options at Jubilee Park eg permitting 
longer growth. 

v. recommendations re Street Furniture – agreed FSC timber or 100% recycled 
content will be used for any new street furniture. 

vi. Members agreed to consider joining other town councils and local authorities 
by signing up to be a Pesticide-free Town and promote BTC as pesticide free. 
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vii. Members agreed the principle of using part of Durslade community garden for 
saplings, subject to space availability and landowner (Hauser & Wirth) 
agreement. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

g) cost estimates for the Boundaries at Jubilee Park; 
 

All recommendations agreed: Full Council agreed that stiles should be provided at 
2no. of the existing gates and also provide a kissing gate adjacent to the recently 
repaired five bar gate, subject to costs. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
 

h) Full Council decided t0 locate wooden posts to prevent parking on the grass verge at 
Burrowfield; price to be obtained; to be installed after 1 April 2020;  

 
Resolved 7-0-0 

 
i) the adoption (maintenance) of the Defibrillator at the West End Telephone kiosk; Full 

Council agreed to accept ongoing maintenance and costs. 
 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
19/161  Station Road Car Park Lease and Option Agreement 

a) Council considered and agreed the final draft lease (lower Station Rd car park) to 
2035 and the 2-year option agreement (upper Station Rd car park), with the 
following comments: 

 
- that the Option Agreement document needs to be explicitly stated as an Option to 

Lease and not as a Lease; and 
- that two Town Council signatories are needed: Chairman and Vice Chairman. 

 
Resolved 7-0-0 

 
b) Completion of the Lease and Option Agreement was Delegated to the Town Clerk in 

consultation with Chairman and Vice Chairman. 
 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
19/162 Local Electricity Bill  

Council considered the Motion, proposed by Cllr Robinson and seconded by Cllr Jones, 
that Bruton Town Council: 
 
(i) notes that the Local Electricity Bill: 

  
• aims to address the current situation, whereby the very large financial setup and 

running costs involved in selling locally generated renewable electricity to local 
customers result in it being impossible for local renewable electricity generators 
to do so, 
  

• if made law, would make these financial costs proportionate to the scale of a 
renewable electricity supplier’s operation, empowering local businesses, local 
communities and councils to sell locally generated renewable electricity directly 
to local people, businesses and organisations, and 
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• could enable revenue received by councils or community organisations that set 
up local renewable electricity companies to be used to help fund local greenhouse 
gas emissions reduction measures and to help improve local services and 
facilities; 

  
(ii)         accordingly resolves to support the Local Electricity Bill, supported by a cross-

party group of 115 MPs during the 2017-19 Parliamentary session; and 
  
(ii) further resolves to write to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, Power for 

People, (at 8 Delancey Passage, Camden, London NW1 7NN 
or info@powerforpeople.org.uk) expressing its support. 

 
The Motion was agreed. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 
19/163 Reports Council received reports from: 

a) Members representing the Council on Outside/other bodies: 
None 
 

b) Town Councillors.  
Attended CoC meeting; new Chairman and Vice Chairman appointed; and will be 
undertaking a parking survey. Attended OPB meeting and Unionist Club has 
offered a community garden. Food Bank at Unionist Club (as a temporary 
measure) is progressing well. March 2020 Full Council will be a Town Matters 
style meeting and the Leaders of SCC and SSDC have agreed to attend. Workshop 
arranged with Frome TC and SALC on OneSomerset. Draft consultation survey 
has been prepared about Jubilee Park, to be issued. 
 

c) Chairman 
Met (on behalf of SALC) with SCC for Climate and Ecological Emergency; 
planning an event with all Town & Parish Councils. Clerk and Chairman and Vice 
Chairman attending OneSomerset discussion on 5 March 2020. Social 
Prescribing Coordinator to be met on Thursday 27 February 2020. 

 
Report from Police was tabled  
 

19/164  Accounts for Payment: 
It was proposed and seconded that the payments listed below be authorised. 

 

Accounts for Payment (25 February 2020):  
Name Amount Purchased Date 

 

Invoices: 

   

Bruton Town Council 

(Unity Trust) 

£500.00 Opening BTC account February 2020 

Godminster  £5,000.00 Lease of Station Road car 

park 2019/2020 

By 28/02/2020 

Battens (draft Completion 

Statement, Nov 2019) 

Lease of Abbey Ponds from 

King’s Bruton 

£6,744.00 

£443.00 

£40.00 

£4,500.00 

£9.00 

Mogers Drewett 

Searches 

Land Registry 

Battens Legal fees 

Office copies 

November 2019 
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£900.00 

-£4,200.00 

£8,436.00 

VAT 

Monies received (Jan & Oct 

18) 

Balance due on Completion 

Lyreco £87.77 Printer cartridge 31/01/2020 

Google (DD) £74.52 Cloud GSuite (Jan 2020) 31/01/2020 

GB Sport & Leisure £2,907.06 Repairs to Jubilee Park 

Playground 

31/01/2020 

EM Accounts £150.00 Internal Audit fees 30/01/2020 

Information 

Commissioner’s Office 

(ICO) (DD) 

£40.00 Registration fee 06/02/2020 

Total Gas & Power (DD) £222.73 Jubilee Pavilion/MUGA 06/02/2020 

SW Land Surveys £690.00 Topographical Survey 

Cuckoo Hill 

 

Cllr James Hood (expenses) £16.99 OS Map (Safer Walking) 14/02/2020 

Onecom (DD) £86.62 Comm Office Phone & 

Broadband, Feb 2020 

01/02/2020-

29/02/2020 

Opus Energy (DD) 

Standing charge only 

£8.46 Community Office 

(Invoice no….7702) 

21/12/19-

20/01/2020 

Opus Energy (DD) 

Standing charge only 

£7.92 Community Office 

(Invoice no…7969) 

21/01/2020-

18/02/2020 

Opus Energy (DD) £117.44 Community Office 

(14189707) (Invoice 

no…0177) 

11/01/2020-

18/02/2020 

D Newton £10.00 Community Office Windows 12/02/2020 

Town Clerk £1,807.87 February 2020 Salary 17/02/2020 

Assistant Town Clerk £408.83 February 2020 Salary 17/02/2020 

HMRC £193.96 February 2020 (-£103.00 

PAYE; £296.96 NIC) 

17/02/2020 

TPT Retirement Solutions 

(DD 

£149.48 Employer £74.74; Employee 

£74.74 

17/02/2020 

 

Phil Simpson £75.00 Website management 

(Invioce 336) 

Jan-Feb 2020 

Howard Smith  £16.75 Outdoor Leaflet Dispenser 

(The Copy Shop) 

24/02/2020 

Receipts:    

Cemetery £240.00 Grave Plot No. 151 17/01/2020 

Cemetery (Ashes) £130.00 Ashes Plot 69 (C)  31/01/2020 

Cemetery (Ashes) £130.00 Ashes Plot 70 (C)  14/02/2020 
 

    
Resolved 7-0-0 

 
19/165 Exclusion of Press and Public 

 
Council considered and agreed entering confidential session and thereby exclude Press 
and Public from the meeting owing to the commercially sensitive nature of the business to 
be discussed. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
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19/166 Walls Tender, Jubilee Park 
 

Council considered a summary of the Walls Tender returns and agreed to award the contract 
to Tom Trouton Dry Stone Walls and Garden Landscapes. 

Resolved 7-0-0 
 

 
Meeting end: 8:45   pm 

 
Members of Council considered the following matters in the exercise of their 
functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, sexual orientation, marital status 
and any disability), Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. 


