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DRAFT Minutes of the Transport Committee Meeting held  
virtually (online) via Zoom on Tuesday 8th June 2020 at 7.30pm 

 
A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on BrutonTown Council’s Youtube channel 
and can be seen by clicking on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-I2PRp_77U 
 

Present: Councillors Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Hood, Jones, Robinson and 

Skinner 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  The Clerk, the Assistant Clerk, 2 members of the public 

 

AGENDA 

 
1. Election of Chair:  

It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 [for-against-abstain] that Councillor Hood be elected 

Chair for 2020/21. 

2. Apologies – No apologies for absence had been received. 

3. Declarations of interest - No Councillor had interests to declare in respect of 

Agenda items. 

4. Minutes of the previous meeting: 

It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 that the Minutes of the meeting held on 11th February 

2020 be confirmed as correct. 

5. Matters raised by residents - speeding on Quaperlake Street: 

• A resident described how speeding vehicles, especially very large or wide 

agricultural and commercial goods vehicles, make pedestrians including the 

disabled feel highly vulnerable on the narrow pavement of Quaperlake Street.   He 

had shared his concerns with Bruton’s Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) 

but was told that some years ago ‘the Council’ had refused to do anything about it.  

• No Councillor remembered any such refusal and it was suggested that the Council 

in question might be Somerset County Council (SCC) which manages the highway 

network rather than the Town Council. 

• It was suggested that on narrow streets with narrow pavements very large vehicles 

might sometimes appear to be moving faster than they really were, but on the 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m-I2PRp_77U
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other hand the reduction of road traffic in the lockdown seems to have led to more 

speeding, including by bicycles. 

• It was reported that some years ago SCC had refused to site a speed camera on 

Quaperlake Street on the grounds that it is not dangerous, but in recent years no 

fewer than three road traffic incidents have been recorded on that short stretch of 

road (less than a quarter of a mile long), one of them fatal.   The Chairman agreed 

to check old Speed Indicator Device (SID) data for any evidence of speeding.  

[Clerk’s note:  Speedwatch data from 2017 shows that three quarters of the 

vehicles sampled on Quaperlake Street were exceeding the 20mph limit, in most 

cases by a substantial margin]. 

• The Chairman explained that the Council was investing in a new SID (see item 

11.ii., below) and was planning to revive Speedwatch when it found a volunteer 

able and willing to organise and lead it.  The resident who had brought the matter 

to the Council’s attention agreed to consider taking on that role. 

6. Bruton Community Partnership (BCP) Footpaths Group - A representative of 

the BCP Footpaths Group delivered an oral report on progress: 

• Over the past two years members of the Group have walked most of the routes 

featured on the existing Walks leaflets and noted any significant changes. 

• The material is almost ready for the final stages, namely updating the copy, 

commissioning new artwork and printing new leaflets. 

• Members of the Group feel it is important for printed Walks leaflets to be available 

for sale as well as online, not least because this could make the project financially 

self-sustaining. 

• The work to date has been carried out by individual volunteers using their own 

resources so only a small portion of the Council’s £2k. grant has been spent, 

mainly on large-scale, large-format footpath maps of the area including the one 

on display at the Community Office. 

• Unfortunately it has been difficult to find someone with sufficient time to see the 

project through, hence the long delay, and since BCP is currently concentrating its 

efforts on forming a Community Interest Company this is unlikely to change in the 

near future. 

It was suggested that in the circumstances it might be easier to get the project completed if 

it were taken back in house by the Council.  Members also felt it was worth exploring the 
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possibilities of a web-based app which would be quick and easy to update, cost little or 

nothing, and be more suitable for those many walkers who access information via their 

mobile devices.  It was agreed to conduct a simple, on line survey to assess footpath usage. 

At this point Councillor Anderton left the meeting. 

It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 to express the Committee’s thanks for all the work 

carried out by members of the BCP Footpath Group and ask BCP to return the 

balance of the Council grant along with an account of what had been spent. 

At this point Councillor Anderton rejoined the meeting. 

It was further RESOLVED 6-0-0 to set up what would in effect be a Bruton Walks 

website which would be linked to the Council website and incur no extra cost. 

7. Rail to Trail Project – A Director of the Project delivered an oral report on progress: 

• With very few exceptions the landowners involved in the Bruton-Wincanton 

section have been very supportive. 

• The scale and speed of responses to a county-wide survey suggest that there is 

widespread public support across Somerset for a more extensive project. 

• The National Lottery Community Fund has indicated that evidence of widespread 

community support increases the chances of attracting funding for a feasibility 

study, though in the coming months the Fund has to prioritize post-Covid 

recovery programmes.   Other grants may be available. 

• The Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) is using its good offices to 

survey parish councils across the county. 

It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 to support the Rail to Trail Project. 

8. Somerset Walking and Cycling manifesto - The manifesto had been drafted by 

cycling groups in Taunton, Bridgwater and Bruton in the belief that reactions to the 

current pandemic makes this an ideal time to promote walking and cycling across the 

county, for several reasons:  there has been a surge of interest in these forms of exercise, 

SCC appears to have become quicker and more agile in responding to new demands, 

and the Transport Secretary has pledged large-scale financial support for cycling.   

Members saw merit in the idea of treating speeding as a threat to public health but 

doubt was expressed about SCC’s willingness to entertain the idea of a 40mph speed 

limit on all minor roads in the county.  Work will continue on the draft manifesto which 

will be recommended to the full Council at its meeting in late June. 



 

Transport Committee minutes p.4 

June 2020 

9. Plox road crossing – The Committee reviewed SCC’s design proposals for a road crossing 

at Plox.   The Council had supported the scheme but Members expressed disappointment 

that the SCC proposals make no provision for pedestrians needing to cross the main road 

(A359) at Plox, unlike the earlier proposals put forward by the Town Council.   Apparently 

SCC does not wish to encourage pedestrians to cross the main road at this location because 

poor visibility makes it too dangerous.   Members took the view that without a main road 

crossing the Plox scheme is far less beneficial for Bruton residents as a whole. 

It was RESOLVED 6-0-0: 

• to thank SCC Highways for details of its proposed road crossing at Plox 

(Silver Street, Bruton Project); 

• to acknowledge that it would be of benefit those on their way to or from 

Kings School and needing to cross Godminster Road, including some 

Bruton residents;  

• to note with regret that contrary to the Town Council's expectations the 

proposals would not benefit residents needing to cross the main road at 

Plox on their way between the town centre and Riverside Walk on the one 

hand and Jubilee Park, Godminster Road or the Dovecote on the other; 

• to advise the Full Council that in the view of the Transport Committee the 

omission of a main road crossing so reduces the Plox scheme’s value to 

residents that it would not be appropriate for the Town Council to make a 

financial contribution.  

10. Active Travel Fund – Councillors agreed that Bruton’s small size and the comparative 

ease of social distancing mean that it is highly unlikely to be eligible for this new funding. 

11. For information:              

i. Library Junction – the Committee is waiting for an update from SCC Highways 

on its response to the Town Council’s proposed design for the junction.  

ii. Speed Indicator Device – the Committee is consulting SCC Highways on the 

acceptability of the device it wishes to purchase, and on a number of suggested 

locations for siting the device.   A local contractor has been asked to quote for 

managing and moving the device between locations. 
 

12. Future meetings – the next two meetings of the Transport Committee have been 

rescheduled to 11th August and 13th October, 2020.  

 

Patrick Pender-Cudlip, Assistant Clerk. 


