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Minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held virtually (online) via Zoom 
on Friday 5th June 2020 at 10.00am 
 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on BrutonTown Council’s Youtube channel and can be 

seen by clicking on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jh-FRvewgDI&t=3s. 

 
 

 

Present: Councillors Karen Baker, Brownlow, Hall, Jones, Robinson and Skinner. 

In the Chair: Councillor Hall. 

In attendance:  District Councillor Lucy Trimnell, The Clerk, The Assistant Clerk 

29 members of the public (via Zoom and YouTube) 
 

 

1. Declarations of Interest –Councillor Hall declared a personal interest in item 4i (having 

worked in the past on a neighbouring property), and a personal and possibly prejudicial 

interest in item 4iii (as a close relative of one of the residents of the property). 

2. Apologies for Absence – Abi Baker, James Buckland 

3. Minutes of the meeting held on 18th May 2020: 

It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 [for-against-abstain] that the minutes of the meeting held 

on 18th May 2020 be adopted as a true and accurate record.  

https://brutontowncouncil.gov.uk/2020/05/27/planning-minutes-18th-may-2020/ 
 

4. Planning applications 
The following applications were considered and the Committee’s recommendations will be 
reported to the Local Planning Authority (LPA) which is South Somerset District Council 
(SSDC), and to the full Town Council at its next meeting:  

 

i. 20/01229/FUL: Land north of Coombe Rise, Higher Tolbury, Bruton BA10 0DJ – 
Construction of a treehouse for use as guest accommodation. 
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q9LS8NOWIGV00 
Before Councillors considered the proposals an opportunity was given to the applicants, 
their advisers and other members of the public to comment and ask or answer questions. 
Among the points made by Councillors and members of the public were the following: 

 
In favour of the proposal: 

• The woodland comprises secondary growth, mainly of ash self-seeded since the 1970s 
on what was probably the site of a former quarry.  It is highly vulnerable to ash die 
back and its conservation requires active management. 

• The proposal is part of a larger plan to invest in, enhance and promote the woodland 
for the benefit of environmental biodiversity, local residents and visitors. 

• The proposed treehouse (in the sense of a dwelling in the tree canopy) has been 
carefully designed and precisely sited so as to maximise sustainability, minimize 
environmental impact and make a singular contribution to Bruton’s built heritage. 

• The proposals require the felling of only 7 Category C (poor quality) trees.  No higher 
quality trees (Category B or A) will be affected. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jh-FRvewgDI&t=3s
https://brutontowncouncil.gov.uk/2020/05/27/planning-minutes-18th-may-2020/
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q9LS8NOWIGV00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q9LS8NOWIGV00
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• Planning law requires every application to be judged on its own merits without 
speculative reference to other possible planning applications in the future. 

• Extensive pre-application consultations with SSDC’s Planning Department have 
ensured that the proposals are fully in line with Local Plan policies and the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

• Many local residents have expressed strong and enthusiastic support for the proposals. 
 
Against the proposal: 

• However well designed the treehouse and painstaking the mitigation measures, siting 
a new dwelling in woodland is bound to have a deleterious environmental impact. 

• The proposed house is larger and taller than its single bedroom suggests, and being 
built on a steep hill it would loom over the lower woodland footpath, especially in 
winter and early spring when the screening effect of deciduous trees is reduced by 
leaf fall. 

• However carefully the construction and occupation of the house is managed it is bound 
to disturb the nearby badger sett as well as bats foraging in the woods. 

• Because it is proposed to build the house on a steep limestone slope it would require 
massive foundations and intrusive pads. 

• Run-off from the proposed bio-digester could cause flooding and pollution. 

• Although the woodland is secondary it appears to be self-seeded from remnants of 
ancient woodland and is recognised by Natural England as a priority habitat. 

• Bruton residents have limited access to woodland locally and research for the Bruton 
Town Plan suggests that they do not want the countryside around Tolbury to be 
developed. 

• The benefits claimed for the proposals are not sufficient to outweigh the presumption 
against residential development in woodlands. 

 
After members had discussed the proposals in great detail and at considerable length 
It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 that in the light of the great public interest in this highly 
unusual application the application would be referred to a meeting of the Full 
Council, to take place on 16th June. 
 

ii. 2020/0581/FUL: Lambrook Pig Unit, Wyke Farm To Snagg Farm, Lamyatt, 
Shepton Mallet BA4 6N (neighbouring parish) - Demolition of existing pig fattening unit, 
erection of 8 storage units together with welfare facilities, parking and landscaping works. 
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q738KHKPL9U00 
Members noted with approval that storing cheese in Wyke rather than Frome would remove 
HGVs from Bruton High Street as well as saving road miles, and that cheese storage units 
would be less likely to be a nuisance to neighbours than the existing pig fattening unit.  
It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 to endorse the views of Lamyatt Parish Meeting in its 
conditional support of the application and to recommend APPROVAL of the 
application which specifies that Heavy Goods Vehicle movements between 
Wyke and Wincanton will be routed via the A371. 

 

https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q738KHKPL9U00
https://publicaccess.mendip.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=Q738KHKPL9U00
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At this point Councillor Hall left the meeting. 
 
It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 that Councillor Robinson chair the Committee for the 
following agenda item. 
 

iii. 20/01316/LBC: Hugh Sexey’s Hospital, High Street, Bruton BA10 0AS - the 
carrying out of alterations to existing boiler room including replacement of existing 
horizontal flue & replacement of existing metal ventilation louvre with new panel. 
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA5UFUOWIMG00 
It was noted that a new boiler would help foster the health and wellbeing of residents and 
promote energy efficiency in line with the Council’s declaration of a climate emergency. 
It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of this application. 
 

At this point Councillor Hall returned to the meeting and resumed the chair. 
 

iv. 20/01394/FUL: Buildings north of Redlynch Farm, Dropping Lane, Bruton BA10 
0NH – Conversion of existing agricultural barn to B & B guest house accommodation. 
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QAKQJ4OWIR600 
It was noted that the proposed change of use was in accordance with permitted development 
rights and that this application was concerned with the design of the proposed conversion. 
It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of this application. 
 

v. 20/01319/HOU:  12 Brue Avenue, Bruton BA10 0HZ - Erection of a single storey 
extension to rear, part loft conversion with insertion of rooflight and side window to first floor  
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA6007OWIMK00 
It was noted that there are already many similar conversions in Brue Avenue and that the 
proposals would not deprive neighbouring properties of light or privacy. 
It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 to recommend APPROVAL of this application. 

 
5. Other planning applications 

The Committee took note of applications where no consultation had been required: 
i. 20/01351/NMA: Coombe Hill Farm Combe Hill Bruton BA10 – Non-

material amendment of 19/00696/FUL for the repositioning of plot 1 and alteration 
to position of boundary of plot 1 with plot 2 and Coombe Hill Farm. 
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-
applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA9S3UOWIO500 

ii. 20/01596/OSUC: Land adjacent to Old Tollhouse, Burrowfield, Bruton – 
installation of fixed broadband apparatus. 

 
 

6. Previous planning applications 
The Committee noted decisions or progress through the planning system as follows: 

i. 20/00337/S73: Land at Burrowfield, Bruton, Somerset - Application to vary 
condition 2 (approved plans) of planning approval 18/03479/FUL to substitute 
approved drawings with revised drawings to allow changes to layout, design and 
landscaping.  This application has been approved by SSDC’s Area East Committee 
with a proviso that the units be clad in timber, as in the original consent. 

ii. 19/00655/OUT: Land south of Brewham Road, Bruton (OS 0609) –Outline 
permission to develop up to 60 residential dwellings.  This application was approved 
by SSDC’s Regulation Committee in November 2019 but no formal determination has 
been made by the LPA. 

https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA5UFUOWIMG00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA5UFUOWIMG00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QAKQJ4OWIR600
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QAKQJ4OWIR600
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA6007OWIMK00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA6007OWIMK00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA9S3UOWIO5000
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=QA9S3UOWIO5000
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iii. 19/03103/OUT: Land north of Brewham Road, Bruton - Outline permission to 
develop up to 70 residential dwellings with access via Wyvern Close. This application 
has been withdrawn but the applicant intends to resubmit with an appropriate 
enhancement strategy after undertaking requested ecological surveys and resolving 
access issues relating to Brewham Road with the Highways Authority. 

iv. 20/01083/NMA:  Land adjoining Quarry House, Lusty, Bruton BA10 0BX.  Non-
material amendment to application 18/02498/FUL, to amend fenestration and floor 
levels – APPLICATION APPROVED 

v. 20/00551/HOU:  Tolbury Farm, Bruton.  To erect a single storey extension and 
replace all existing windows – APPLICATION APPROVED 

 
 

7. Planning enforcement 
17/01171/FUL  Land adjacent to Burrowfield House, Frome Road, Bruton 
The Assistant Clerk had carried out an investigation following complaints that the roadside 
retaining wall differs in size and appearance from the approved plans.   He confirmed that 
according to the plans originally submitted the wall was to be faced with coloured concrete 
incorporating aggregate from local quarries, to match local stone, and that the Town’s 
Planning Committee had recommended approval.  
 

It transpires that the SSDC Planning Department subsequently permitted a change of facing 
material to red brick, possibly under a misapprehension that such a change would have little 
visual impact and would be more in keeping with other red brick buildings in the vicinity.   The 
Town Council was not consulted or even informed about this change, but irrespective of its 
merits the procedure does not appear to have been irregular.   
 

After the Town Council asked the Local Planning Authority to investigate the matter an SSDC 
Planning Enforcement Officer concluded that the construction of the wall is in accordance 
with the planning consent.   The Assistant Clerk can see no reason to doubt the accuracy of 
this finding, but perhaps uniformity of texture and colour makes a red brick wall stand out 
more and look larger than a wall of the same size made of local stone or a simulacrum of local 
stone. 
 

8. Future meetings 
It was RESOLVED 6-0-0 that in the future regular meetings of the Planning 
Committee would be held at 7pm on Wednesdays, whenever possible. 

 
Patrick Pender-Cudlip 
Assistant Clerk 


