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DRAFT Minutes of the Services and Amenities Committee meeting 
(remote/virtual) on Tuesday 14th July 2020 at 7:00pm. 
 

Present:  Councillors Buckland, Crawford, Robinson and Jones 
In attendance: Town Clerk, Grahame Baker (BUCFC) 
 

01  Election of Chair 
It was Proposed, Seconded and approved that Councillor Crawford be elected as 
Chairman. 

Resolved 4-0-0 
 [For-against-abstain] 

02 Apologies 
 Apologies were received from Councillor Karen Baker, Pickering and Day. 
 
03 Declarations of Interest 

Councillor Buckland declared disclosable pecuniary interest in items 20/06 (Jubilee 
Park Football pitch) and 20/08 (Abbey Ponds) 

 
04 Minutes of the previous meeting held on 13th February 2020 
 Cllr Crawford agreed to sign the previous minutes as a true and accurate record. 
 

Resolved 4-0-0 
 
05 Jubilee Park (play area, skate park and MUGA) Risk Assessment 

The Committee considered and commented on the Risk Assessments (RA) for 

reopening the Jubilee Park skate park and MUGA and maintaining the playground as 

closed (with padlock and sign), not least because of the condition of some equipment 

(not least the carousel). Signs have been provided. Public entering the site therefore do 

at their own risk. A Councillor believed the RA is onerous. The annual condition 

inspection is needed urgently and GB Sport & Leisure (last year’s inspector) has been 

asked to re-inspect as a matter of urgency and until such time the playground to 

remain closed. The RA will remain under review. 

 

06 Jubilee Park Football Pitch Condition, Repair and Maintenance 

Councillor Buckland provided his thoughts on the matter and then left the meeting 

without taking part in the discussion or vote.  

Councillor Buckland left the meeting 

 

Grahame Baker spoke about the Town Council Grant; use of volunteer by BUFC, 

overseen by professionals; and quality of SLR work. At present BUFC is not permitted 

to play football before end September 2020. 
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Committee considered the condition of the football pitch, including turfing works and 

impact on the Council’s grounds maintenance contractor. The complex relationship 

between BTC, BUFC and SLR was noted; that the land is leased; BUFC has taken a lead 

on pitch maintenance for several years; the financial impact on BTC if that were not the 

case; BUFC maintain to a standard that it is satisfied with; and the need for a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU). 

 

It was Proposed, Seconded and agreed that the Clerk draft and agree a MoU. 

 

Resolved 3-0-0 
 

It was further highlighted that BUFC has applied to the Football Foundation (FF) for 

sanitary provisions; Grahame Baker referred to refurbishment of changing rooms, 

permanent sanitiser and PPE;  it was agreed that BTC sends a letter in support of the 

Grant to the FF. 

Resolved 3-0-0 
 

 Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 
 
07 Allotment Garden Plots Inspection 

Committee provided comments on the planned 23 July 2020 site visit inspection of the 

allotment garden plots at Cuckoo Hill and Durslade. The Committee queried allotment 

tenants erecting polytunnels and Council policy; it was suggested that plot tenants be 

canvassed. 

Councillor Buckland left the meeting. 
08  Abbey Ponds 

The Clerk provided a verbal update on progress with the lease of Abbey Ponds, 

provision of a stockproof fence, water supply and footpath construction and consents 

needed (for PP from SSDC and for SAM consent from Historic England), for 

construction of the stockproof fence. 

Councillor Buckland returned to the meeting. 

 

09 Riverside 

Committee considered actions for the Council with respect to the condition of the SSDC 

Riverside area and river wall near Church Bridge. It was recognised that SSDC is 

responsible for Riverside. And that Councillor Buckland has met with Councillor 

Trimnell (SSDC) who shares concerns about the wall (and Willow tree) near Church 

Bridge; LT will be meeting SSDC Tree Warden on site to inspect the area (with either 

Councillor Hall or Buckland and Councillor Crawford request to join). Tree removal 

must balance visual amenity with structural integrity of wall.  

 

10 Churchyard Wall and Memorial 

Committee considered actions for the Council with respect to the condition of the 

Churchyard Wall and in particular stone memorial. An inspection of the memorial at 

£492+VAT is planned, leading to an Application for a Faculty. It was agreed that better 

cordoning off of the memorial is necessary. And the Council’s walls maintenance 

contractor could inspect wall.  
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11 Medium Term Inspection and Maintenance Plan 

Committee considered establishing a medium term inspection and maintenance plan 

with responsibilities allocated to different Committees to prepare and including a 3 

year costed maintenance plan, which can inform budget 2021/22. 

 

12 Jubilee Park Development Programme 

Committee recognised that Jubilee Park has been well used during the Covid-19 

“lockdown”. The Development Programme was led by Councillor Marsh. The 

development programme should include Grant funding, new skate park and 

playground equipment and noting proposals for a new Pavilion. Any re-established 

Working Group would report to Full Council; Councillors will recommend setting up a 

Working Group with ToR to be incorporated into revised Committee and Working 

Group Terms of Reference to be considered initially by F&GP Committee and then Full 

Council end July 2020. 

 
 

 
Meeting ended at 8:30pm 
 
 
Members of Committee considered these matters in the exercise of their functions: Equal opportunities (race, gender, 
sexual orientation, marital status and any disability): Crime and Disorder, Health and Safety and Human Rights. Copies 
of plans reports, and correspondence mentioned above may be inspected at the Council Office during opening hours or 
by appointment. 


