
 

 

  
 
 
 
Draft Minutes of the Communications Committee meeting held in the  
Community Office, Bruton on Tuesday 15th October 2019 at 7.30pm 
 
Present:  Councillors Anderton, Brownlow, Crawford, Hood, Jones and Robinson 

In the Chair:  Councillor Anderton 
In attendance: The Assistant Clerk 
 
1. Election of Chairman 

It was proposed and seconded that Councillor Anderton be elected Committee Chairman 
Resolved 6-0-0  

[for-against-abstain] 
2. Declarations of Interest 

No Councillors had interests to declare. 
 

3. Apologies for Absence 
Apologies were received from Councillor Abi Baker. 
 

4. Minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2018 
It was proposed and seconded that the minutes of the meeting held on 8th May 2018 be 
adopted as a true and accurate record. 

Resolved 6-0-0  
 
5. Committee membership 

It was proposed and seconded that the appointment of Councillor Skinner as a member 
the Communications Committee be recommended to the Full Council. 

Resolved 6-0-0  
6. Community Engagement strategy 

After discussing how the Council might engage more closely with the local community, 
including via social media, members agreed to liaise with the Working Group exploring 
possible changes in the Council’s modus operandi. 
 

7. Connecting Bruton 
It was agreed that names of volunteers and lists of volunteering tasks be collated in the 
interests of more effective community engagement. 
 

8. Review of Policies 
a. Communications policy 

It was proposed and seconded that the Council’s existing Communications policy 
remain in force.  

Resolved 6-0-0  
b. Social Media Policy 

After members had discussed various possible amendments it was agreed that 
Councillor Hood would draft an amended policy for the Council’s consideration. 



 

 

9. The Council website and social media accounts 
It was agreed that Councillors Anderton, Hood and Jones would maintain and 
moderate the Council’s social media accounts while the Town Clerk, supported by 
Councillors Anderton and Hood, would be responsible for the Council website.  
 

10. Bruton Town website 
Members discussed the costs, benefits and challenges of maintaining the Town website 
in its current form, the dearth of volunteers able and willing to run it, and what needed 
to be done to make it more effective.  They expressed the hope that a close relationship 
could be established between the website and The Dove magazine, believing that this 
would be to the great advantage of both. 
 

It was proposed and seconded that the Bruton Town website be redesigned to make it 
primarily an up to date guide to What’s On in Bruton, and that the benefits of this change 
in focus be communicated to local residents and event organisers. 

Resolved 6-0-0 
11. Bruton Information Centre 

Members discussed the merits and difficulties of setting up a digital information 
display screen in the Front Office window, with links to the Council and Town website 
calendars.   It was agreed that this idea should be explored further in conjunction with 
other interested parties. 
 

12. The Council’s digital filing system 
It was agreed that the Town Clerk and Councillor Anderton would consider ways of 
making the Council’s digital filing system more efficient and effective in serving the 
needs of the Council, its officers and residents. 
 

13. Communications budget for 2020/21 
Members discussed the cost-effectiveness of various ways of improving communications 
between the Council and residents and promoting public engagement. 
 

It was proposed and seconded that the following items be recommended for inclusion in 
the Council’s 2020/21 budget: 
2 x new noticeboards     £1500 
Website       £1000 
Event promotion advertising   £500 

Resolved 6-0-0 
 

 
Patrick Pender-Cudlip 
Assistant Clerk 


