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DRAFT Minutes of the Transport Committee Meeting held  
virtually (online) via Zoom on Tuesday 11th August 2020 at 7.30pm 

 

A video-recording of this meeting has been posted on BrutonTown Council’s Youtube channel 
and can be seen by clicking on this link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7KgBtkEzSQ 
 

Present: Councillors Anderton, Karen Baker, Brownlow, Hood, Robinson 

In the Chair:      Councillor Hood 

In Attendance:  The Clerk, the Assistant Clerk 
 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies – Apologies were received from Councillors Jones and Pickering 

2. Declarations of interest - Councillor Hood declared a personal interest in item 5 ii. 

as a householder on St Catherine’s Hill. 

3. Minutes of the previous meeting: 

It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 [for-against-abstain] that the Minutes of the meeting 

held on 8th June 2020 be confirmed as correct. 

4. Matters raised by residents - speeding on the High Street: 

• Residents had contacted the Council to express concern about speeding in the 

town, particularly at the western end of the High Street where vehicles are inclined 

to change gear and accelerate up the hill if the road looks clear.    

• It was suggested that when vehicles accelerate up the hill the sound of their exhausts 

is amplified by the buildings on either side of the narrow road and might create an 

exaggerated impression of their actual speed.   Installing a speed measuring device 

at this location would make the true situation clearer and the presence of such a 

device would be likely to reduce the incidence of speeding (see item 5 iii. below). 

• It was noted that residents had expressed concern about speeding in other parts of 

town including Quaperlake Street, as discussed at previous Committee meetings. 

• It was mentioned that the Highways Department (Highways) of Somerset County 

Council would not permit signs warning drivers about pedestrians using the 

highway because of social distancing as this might be seen as condoning or 

encouraging this dangerous activity. 

• It was noted that, as mentioned at previous meetings of the Committee, the Town 

Council has no powers to enforce speed limits, that the Police lack the resources to 

enforce 20mph speed limits, and that when the installation of build-outs (to 

narrow the road) or speed bumps was suggested on a previous occasion it had 

provoked considerable local opposition. 

 

5. Current transport projects:  

i. Fingerposts –This project is being led by Councillor Pickering who was unable 

to attend this meeting, so discussion was deferred to the next meeting. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I7KgBtkEzSQ
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ii. St Catherine’s Hill – Councillor Hood had recently met the Highways Senior 

Traffic Engineer on site to discuss the problem of wide vehicles getting stuck 

where the road narrows at the southern end, near the High Street.  The Committee 

discussed the merits of the two alternative engineering solutions suggested: 

a) the installation of two permanent bollards across the highway at the top 

end of the lower section of St Catherine’s Hill, close to the junction with 

Higher Backway, reducing the effective width of the road to 2.5m. 

b) the installation of two removable bollards in the centre of the highway, 

one where St Catherine’s Hill joins the High Street, and the other half-

way up the lower section between the High Street and Higher Backway. 

Councillors preferred Option a):  small vehicles would still be able to use the road 

but long or wide vehicles would be excluded, by the bollards at the Higher Backway 

end and by the narrow road itself (just 2.6m. wide) at the High Street end. 

It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 to ask Highways to install two permanent 

bollards across the lower section of St Catherine’s Hill close to the 

junction with Higher Backway, as discussed with the Highways 

Senior Traffic Engineer. 

iii. Speed Indicator Device (SID) – The Council had been quoted £3475 (+VAT) 

for a Westcotec Mini-Sid plus accessories, along with ten lockable brackets 

enabling it to be installed at any one of ten locations in rotation.   Highways had 

confirmed that the model is acceptable and is currently reviewing the locations 

suggested by the Committee, some which have been used for SIDs in the past. 

It was RESOLVED 5-0-0 to recommend to the Full Council that 

£3500 be transferred from Council reserves for the agreed purchase 

of an electronic SID plus accessories, and that up to £600 be 

transferred from Council reserves for the installation, maintenance 

and management of the SID, as previously agreed by the Council. 
 

iv. Footpaths: 

• The Committee welcomed the enthusiastic public response to the online Walks 

survey, and it was agreed that it would be better to act on it now rather than 

waiting until it could be supplemented by a paper survey. 

• The survey indicates that many local residents go for walks daily, usually 

lasting less than two hours.  The walks described in the Council’s Walks 

leaflets are much longer, some as long as 10 miles, and may not be as 

attractive to local walkers. 

• The Bruton Walks website should go live shortly, and it was felt that a provision 

for users to upload details of their own favourite walks could be popular. 

• A reconstituted Footpaths Group could apply to the Council for the unused 

balance of the Council’s Footpaths grant to be used to promote and maintain 

footpaths and possibly publicise Bruton as a destination for walkers. 
 

6. Fishponds Field Working Group (FFWG) – the Town Council had recommended 

the setting up of a working group to oversee the management and maintenance of the 

field, reporting to the Transport Committee.  It was agreed that the FFWG should 
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include at least one Councillor and that members of the group would be best placed to 

work out Terms of Reference for themselves, with Council support.  Councillor Hood 

agreed to take this forward and speak to the Bruton Conservation Trust. 

[post-meeting note: Full Council had previously agreed that this working group 

should include two councillors, rather than one as discussed at the meeting.] 
 

7. Climate and Ecological Emergency Working Group (CEEWG) – members 

discussed two transport-related projects being considered by the CEEWG: 

i. Car sharing - members noted that most private cars spend more than 90% of the 

time standing unused and expressed interest in ideas as to how they might be used 

more effectively, for example via a car club (as in Frome) or a peer-to-peer app.  It 

was also observed that greater use might be made of Community Assisted 

Transport (CAT) vehicles, for example for school trips. 

ii. E-bikes – members acknowledged that the experience of people who owned or 

had used e-bikes is overwhelmingly positive but there was some doubt as to 

whether Bruton has the resources and critical mass to make communal e-bikes 

affordable and practicable.   It was felt that the Covid-19 pandemic made this a 

difficult time to gauge public support so the Committee agreed to consider this 

matter again once normality has been restored. 
 

8. Transport assets – Following the Town Council’s decision to ask the Committee to 

supervise transport-related assets it was agreed to schedule programmes of inspection 

as follows: 

i. Station Road Car Park – monthly (rota drawn from Transport Committee) 

ii. Bus shelters - twice a year (Councillor Baker) 

iii. Grit bins - annually, in early August.   The Clerk has reminded Highways that 

it failed to fill the grit bins last year. 
 

9. For information: 

i. One Planet Bruton - has produced their Safer Walking and Cycling: Active 

Travel Vision (https://brutontowncouncil.gov.uk/2020/08/18/safer-walking-and-cycling-

active-travel-vision-one-planet/) 

ii. Electric car charging points - Bruton Town Council asked South Somerset 

District Council (SSDC) to install charging points for at least four electric cars in 

Station Road car park but SSDC has indicated that it has already decided in principle 

to install charging points for two cars in Tolbury Mill car park, but not elsewhere. 

iii. Ford on Tolbury Lane – signs reading Ford/not suitable for motorised vehicle 

have been installed at the top of Tolbury Lane and at the entrance to Providence 

Place. 

iv. Plox road crossing – The Town Council has confirmed its previous decision to 

contribute to the scheme, contrary to the recommendation of the Committee. 

 

10. Next meeting – the Transport Committee is due to meet on 13th October 2020.   

 

Patrick Pender-Cudlip 

Assistant Clerk 

https://brutontowncouncil.gov.uk/2020/08/18/safer-walking-and-cycling-active-travel-vision-one-planet/
https://brutontowncouncil.gov.uk/2020/08/18/safer-walking-and-cycling-active-travel-vision-one-planet/

