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Safer walking and cycling: 
our vision for active travel 
Within ten years… 

Almost all people living in Bruton will be able to walk to the shops, schools and station 
along safe and direct routes that pass the double-buggy/wheelchair test1. 

Local multi-user routes (for cyclists, walkers, horse-riders and people with impaired 
mobility) are closed to all motor vehicles except for access. 

Within five years… 

Children are regularly seen cycling to Sexey’s School and Bruton School for Girls. 

The Wincanton multi-user route is open, and there is a network of mapped and signed 
multi-user routes between Bruton and neighbouring settlements. (Safe means that a 
parent would be comfortable for their twelve-year old child to cycle the route alone). 

We know what infrastructure changes are needed to deliver the walking routes within 
Bruton that pass the double-buggy test.  

Work has started on the routes identified by our community as highest priority. 

Within one year… 

Local knowledge 
Walking 
We know where people walk now, the routes they would like to walk, and what they say 
stops them from walking more. (This will include knowing in general terms which parts of 
town and at what distance from the majority of school pupils of the primary school live). 

We have identified and prioritised for improvement the safest and most direct walking 
routes from all parts of Bruton to the town centre, the Station, the Primary School and 
Sexey’s school. 

We have surveyed: 

• All the current footways and walking routes throughout the town centre, and 
• The safest and most direct walking routes from other parts of the town 

Cyclists (and other users) 
We know how many people cycle now, how many would want to cycle, where they would 
want to cycle and what they say stops them. 

We understand the needs of other groups, such as those with mobility issues and horse-
riders. 

 
1 The route is easy and safe to walk with a double buggy or in a wheelchair. In practice this will mean that 
footways are at least 1.5m wide and where the layout of buildings allows 2m (two wheelchairs can pass). 
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We have identified and prioritised for improvement the safest and most direct routes for 
all users between Bruton and its neighbouring settlements and have surveyed them. 

We have a clear idea of how these routes should be mapped, signed and promoted. 

Community engagement 
Publicity 
Through a range of methods (The Dove, social media and specific events) we will have 
ensured that many Bruton residents have heard about the work of the group. 

We will have made use of existing initiatives (eg National Bike week) to support our work. 

Surveys 
We will have surveyed: 

• Parents/carers of children attending Bruton Primary School and Sexey’s School 
about walking and cycling to school 

• The wider Bruton population about their transport habits and wishes 

Consultation 
We will have consulted parents, wheelchair users and other residents about the 
difficulties with particular routes and places (eg by walking the route with them to 
understand the particular difficulties a route presents to them). 

External organisations 
Funding 
We will have identified potential sources of funding for improvements to the walking 
infrastructure in the town and active travel infrastructure in the surrounding area. 

Partnership 
We will have obtained County and District Council support for our work.  

We will have established links with neighbouring parishes and a way of working with 
them to deliver the active travel network. 


