
Safety on Shute Lane (BA10 0BJ)
Shute Lane
This document refers to the stretch of Shute Lane that is highlighted on the map in Figure 1.  This 
stretch of lane:

 Joins a group of houses and two business units to central Bruton.
 Is less than 100 m long
 Is a ‘C’ road – not A or B. 
 Is within the 20 mph speed limit zone
 Has no pavement or verge on either side
 Is the only route for the residents into Bruton – there are no connecting footpaths or alternative 

roads.
 Is used for parking for visitors and residents of Bruton
 Traffic is often diverted from other routes along Shute Lane.
 Buses, tractors and HGV vehicles are common on the road.

Figure 1: The lane within the red ellipse is the stretch of road considered in this 
document.



Issues:
 There are currently seven children of school age who walk daily (at least on weekdays) along 

Shute Lane. 
 There are several adults who regularly walk along the road. These include residents, those that 

work at the business unit and drivers who park on the lane.
 This stretch of lane is also used by pedestrians who live further up the lane.
 The road is busy at the times that the children are walking along the road. It is particularly busy 

at the moment, as due to the COVID-19 outbreak people are less likely to use public transport, 
school buses or car share.

 The majority of drivers choose to exceed the 20 mph speed limit even when passing close to 
children.

 It is a dark stretch of lane as it has tree cover. Particularly during the short winter days when the
children have to walk at dusk. 

 There is very poor visibility for vehicles joining Shute Lane from Providence Place.
 It is often dangerous joining the road from parking spaces and drives of the residences due to 

the excessive speed of motorists within the 20 mph zone

Vehicle data.
There is an old SID (Speed Indicator Device) located near the houses and within the 20 mph speed 
limit zone. This records the speeds of vehicles entering Bruton. Recent data from August and 
September show:

 96 % of vehicles exceed the speed limit.
 The median speed is 31 mph.
 The maximum speed is over 50 mph
 During peak times approximately 70 vehicles per hour enter Bruton on this road. When 

diversions occur this increases.

Drivers leaving Bruton appear to be significantly exceeding the speed limit as they tend to accelerate 
out of Bruton. This is particularly dangerous as there is poor visibility near the houses due to the 
curving road. The SID device does not record these vehicles. 

Figure 2: Moving vehicles and pedestrians come into close proximity on the lane.



Suggestions to Improve Pedestrian Safety

Reduce traffic speed 
Reducing the speed is important as a small reduction in speed can increase the probability of pedestrian
survival in the event of a collision (World Health Organization). Reducing speed also reduces the 
probability of an accident occurring “If average speeds reduced by 1 mph, the accident rate would fall 

by approximately 5%2,3.” - Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents. There are two methods of 
reducing vehicle speed. These are through road design or enforcement. 

Road Design

The following ideas could reduce the speed on Shute Lane:

 Remove the central white lines. The lane, for a stretch, is single track due to the parked cars and
it is difficult to see what purpose the lines serve. Removing white lines has been shown to 
reduce traffic speeds typically by 5 to 9 mph (https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-
schemes/road-markings.shtml). This was implemented on Shute Lane several years ago and the 
lane certainly felt safer both from a pedestrian and driver point of view. Unfortunately when the
road was resurfaced the white lines were reinstated.

 Increasing the number of 20mph speed roundels on the road surface. Since the road was 
resurfaced there are no roundels within the narrowest stretch of road. Some extra roundel would
remind drivers that they are within a 20 mph zone. Roundels are relatively cheap and easy to 
install (https://starttraffic.uk/20mph-speed-roundel). Multicolored roundels (see Figure 4) are 
available as well as the standard white variety.

 Whilst the boundary to Bruton parish is further out, some of the ideas from Somerset County 
Council about Village Gateways might be applicable near to the boundary between the 30mph 
and 20mph zone. These fall into two categories both with significant reductions in speed:

◦ Signs and Lines  .

◦ Physical Measures  .

 Install a more modern SID or Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS). These have been proved to reduce 
accidents and vehicle speeds. They also have the advantage that they collect traffic data 
(numbers and vehicle speed).

 Near Redlynch, on the B3081, white lines have been used as edge markings to reduce speeds. 
Could something similar work on Shute Lane? 

http://www.rospa.com/rospaweb/docs/advice-services/road-safety/drivers/inappropriate-speed.pdf
https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes/vas.shtml
https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes/village-gateway-physical-measures.shtml
https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes/village-gateway-signs-lines.shtml
https://starttraffic.uk/20mph-speed-roundel
https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes/road-markings.shtml
https://www.trafficchoices.co.uk/somerset/traffic-schemes/road-markings.shtml
https://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/publications/road_traffic/world_report/speed_en.pdf


  

Enforcement

Shute Lane is narrow, bendy and with parking. This makes enforcement difficult.

 Speedwatch can not operate on Shute Lane as it is considered too dangerous.

 The police have said that it is an unsuitable location for a mobile unit due to the bend in the 
road adjacent to Providence Place.

Provide a safe route
Ideally a pavement or alternative route would provide a long-term safe solution. 

 Pavement – the leat on one side of the road could be covered (the water course is mainly 
underground along Shute Lane). This would still leave some narrow sections but it may be 
possible to link those with a pavement. However, it is likely to be expensive.

 Alternative Route – it might, for example, be possible to provide a path linking the houses to 
Trendle Lane. This would require landowners permission. It would also be steep and therefore 
discourage pedestrians from using it.

Figure 4: Multicoloured roundels.
Figure 3: Dragon's teeth road 
markings slow vehicles down.



Conclusion
It should be possible to improve safety on Shute Lane by implementing changes to the current road 
markings and signage. Many of the ideas presented in this report would be relatively cheap to 
implement. Reducing speeds along Shute Lane is also likely to benefit central Bruton as drivers would 
be more accustomed to to slower speeds before traveling up the High Street or Cole Road. Making the 
Shute Lane safer for pedestrians will also make it safer for all road users. It is common to see near 
misses between vehicles. 

In the long term, and when finances become available, a pavement or alternative route should be 
considered. This is particularly important if development (housing or business) takes place on this side 
of town or at Wyke Champflower.

Walking and active travel have numerous health and environmental benefits. It also benefits those that 
have to drive as it reduces congestion within the town. Government policy is to strongly promote active
travel and some funding has been made available. The residents of Shute Lane should have the option 
to walk the very short distance into central Bruton without risking their lives. 
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