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9 Woodside Court, Dairy House Yard
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30 November 2020

Supporting Local Businesses During Lockdown

Dear David,

Bruton Town Council’s 24 November Meeting heard the concerns of local businesses 

over the constraints being imposed on their ability to trade under ongoing 

Government restrictions to limit the spread of the Covid-19 virus, and the shortfall in 

financial support being provided to compensate for this loss of trade.

The Town Council confirmed its whole-hearted support for Bruton’s local businesses 

in the challenges that they have experienced during this Coronavirus pandemic, and 

current second national Lockdown. The Council resolved to call upon the Chancellor of 

the Exchequer to recognise that locally owned businesses are the root and trunk of our 

Somerset economy, and hence for the Government to provide…

1. A level playing field of Regulations so that Local Businesses are not 

disadvantaged relative to national and international competitors;

2. Fair economic compensation for those Businesses that are required not to trade 

by Regulations to prevent the further spread of Coronavirus;

3. Protection from the Banks and other Regulatory bodies discriminating against 

Local Businesses that have had to participate in Government economic 

compensation schemes.

Our local independent shops that have recently deemed ‘non-essential’ have had to 

watch during their core Christmas trading period, while larger competitors such as 

Tesco and Amazon continue to deliver to Bruton. They are rightly asking for 

Government to provide a “level playing field” to prevent us losing the independent 

retail sector that Somerset residents and visitors so value.

More-and-more local hospitality businesses are now reporting that they are unsure if 

they will ever be able to re-open their doors if restrictions on their trade continue 

without adequate financial compensation for the ongoing losses that they endure in 

the public interest. It is rightly for health and epidemiology scientists to advise on the 

optimal levels of physical distancing that we require to minimise the impact on public 
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health – but Government must provide sufficient financial compensation in return to 

ensure that local businesses, which were healthy last March, will still be there to 

contribute to our society and economy when restrictions can safely be eased. 

Furthermore, we are receiving reports that some businesses are being penalised by 

their banks for taking advantage of the business support loan financing that has been 

offered – Government must step in to prevent such malpractice.

We have previously spoken about the particular restrictions experienced by Bruton 

outdoor education centre, Mill on the Brue, which has had to endure a 98% loss of 

income ever since the first national Lockdown in March. Bruton Town Council has also 

resolved to support the aims of the UK Outdoors “Save Outdoor Education” campaign, 

which Tricia Rawlingson Plant has contacted you on previously. I was delighted to 

hear that you have now joined the Outdoor Learning APPG, when Tricia updated me 

ahead of last week’s Meeting. All that UK Outdoors and Mill on the Brue are asking for 

is a similar “level playing field” relative to Coronavirus protocols rightly required of 

Bruton’s three Boarding Schools – to ensure that current and future generations of our 

children and younger people can benefit from the experience and inspiration provided 

by residential outdoor education.

Yours sincerely

Ewan Jones

Chair of Bruton Town Council, and Mayor of Bruton


